Syllabus 

ROMAN ART AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

(CL 205; AH 205; HIST 205) 

MWF 1:00-1:50 

SH 319 

Dr. Jennifer Tobin
996-5537


UH 1216
jtobin@uic.edu 

Office Hours: MF 2:00-3:00 

Course Description 

This course is designed to familiarize the student with ancient Roman art, architecture and culture, not only in Italy, but also throughout the Roman Empire. Our study commences with an examination of the cultures that preceded and influenced the rise of Rome: the Villanovans, the western Greeks, and the Etruscans. We will subsequently study the art and archaeology of the Roman Republic, concentrating on peninsular Italy, and then go on to examine the careers of the Roman Emperors through the archaeological material associated with them, paying close attention to the archaeology of the eastern provinces. 

Coursework 

1) Readings: readings are due on the day they are listed in the syllabus. Reading about the topic in advance will allow the student a greater familiarity with the material before it is presented formally in class. Typically the readings consist of one chapter a week, or approximately 20 to 30 pages of text and illustrations per book. 

2) Lectures/discussions: classes will be taught in a slide lecture format. Students are encouraged to generate discussion based on readings, lectures and observing material in class. This course has a Blackboard site, in which the student can find assignments and announcements (http://blackboard.uic.edu/). Every Friday I will be posting a list of terms and slides covered in the lectures of the following week. For those unfamiliar with Blackboard, you can get help from the Computer Services Help Desk at UIC. 

3) Paper: students will write a 5 to 6-page paper on a topic based on a visit to the Art Institute of Chicago. Detailed specifications for the paper are posted on Blackboard. The paper is due in class Friday, April 8. Late papers will suffer a penalty of a drop of one grade per day late. No papers will be accepted after Wednesday, April 13. 

Advanced Students: Students taking this course for Honors Credit are required to write an 8 to 10-page research paper in place of the regular paper assignment. Students must clear their topic with me and present me with an outline of their papers at the latest on March 28. The paper is due in class on Friday, April 8. 

4) Quizzes: approximately 10 quizzes will be given over the semester, out of which the two lowest scores will be dropped. The quizzes cannot be made up, thus if a student is absent on the day of a quiz, that quiz can be counted as one of the two dropped. 

5) Exams: Three 50-minute exams will be given throughout the semester. The format for these exams will be slide identification, short ID and essay. No make-up exams will be given; if an exam is missed, proper documentation for illness or any other EMERGENCY must be submitted to me within 24 hours of the exam. No documentation insures a zero for the exam. 

Student Responsibility and Courtesy 

1) Attendance is MANDATORY. Role will be taken at the beginning of each class. An arrival of 15 minutes or more after the beginning of class will be considered an absence. Five or more unexcused absences will be penalized at the end of term by the final grade being dropped by ten points (the equivalent of a full grade). 

2) Lateness: students must arrive in class on time. Students who habitually come late to class (10 or more times in the semester) will be penalized by having their final grade dropped by 10 points (i.e. by a grade). Students more than 15 minutes late will be considered absent. 

3) Early Departures: Please arrive in class prepared to remain for the full 50 minutes, without leaving and returning except in case of an emergency. If on occasion you must leave class early, please inform me before the beginning of class. Also, as a courtesy to your fellow students, try to sit near the aisle in the classroom 

4) Electronic Devises: Please turn off you cell phones before the beginning of class. No recording devises are allowed during lecture without a letter from Disability Services. 

Grading 

10%
Quizzes 

10%
Class Participation 

20%
Paper 

20%
Exam 1 

20%
Exam 2 

20%
Exam 3 

Textbooks 

Available at the UIC Bookstore under Classics 205 

Ramage, N. and Ramage, A., Roman Art: Romulus to Constantine (4th edition), Prentice Hall, 2005 

Scarre, C., Chronicle of the Roman Emperors: the Reign-by-Reign Record of the Rulers of Imperial Rome, Thames and Hudson, 1995 

LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS 

WEEK 1
Jan. 10
Introduction to the class 

Jan. 12
Geography of Italy and the Roman Empire 

Reading: Ramage 9-27 

Jan. 14
Introduction to Early Italy, Villanovan Culture, Etruria and the Orient 

Reading: Ramage 28-34 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 2
Jan. 17
Martin Luther King Day - Class Canceled 

Jan. 19-21
Archaic Etruria, Greeks in Italy 

Reading: Ramage 34-57 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 3
Jan. 24
Foundation of Rome 

Reading: Ramage 57-59 

Jan. 26-28
The Roman Republic 

Reading: Ramage 60-99


________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 4
Jan. 31-
The Roman Republic continued 

Feb. 4
Reading: as above 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 5
Feb. 7
First examination 

Feb. 9-11
Augustus 

Readings: Ramage: 100-131


Scarre: 6-27


_______________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 6
Feb. 14
Augustus continued 

Readings: as above 

Feb. 16-18
The Julio-Claudians


Readings: Ramage: 133-155


Scarre: 28-57 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 7
Feb. 21-25
The Flavians and Pompeii


Readings: Ramage:156-191 (review pages 

28-57, 133-155)


Scarre: 58-83 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 8
Feb. 28-
Trajan


March 4
Readings: Ramage:192-211


Scarre: 84-97 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 9
March 7-11
Hadrian 

Readings: Ramage: 212-235 

Scarre: 98-105 

WEEK 10
March 14
The Sarcophagus Trade 

Reading: 235-239 

March 16
Second examination


March 18
Class Canceled 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 11
March 21-25
Spring Break - Classes Canceled 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 12
March 28-
The Antonines 

April 1
Readings: Ramage: 240-267


Scarre: 106-126 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 13
April 4-8
The Severans 

Readings: Ramage: 268-295


Scarre: 126-157 

April 8
Paper due in class


________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 14
April 11-15
The Soldier Emperors, Zeugma and Palmyra 

Readings: Ramage: 295-307 (review pages 22-24, 

295-307) 

Scarre: 158-185


________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 15
April 18-22
The Tetrarchs 

Readings: Ramage: 308-323


Scarre: 196-212 

________________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 16
April 25-29
Constantine 

Readings: Ramage: 324-347


Scarre: 213-232 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Third examination: Monday May 2 1:00-3:00 PM
