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Art History 262: American Art to 1945


University of Illinois at Chicago - Spring 2005

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.


107 Henry Hall


Instructor: Roberta Gray Katz

The purpose of this course is to study American art within a cultural context.  From the colonial period to 1945, we will examine a wide range of objects in the media of architecture, painting, sculpture, decorative arts, and photography.  By becoming familiar with the artistic practices of the past, we can view the history of American art within continuing, but changing cultural traditions.  

Office Hours
My office hours are on Thursdays from 8:30 - 10:30 a.m. in Henry Hall, Office # _____ or by appointment.  You can contact me by email at rkatz1@uic.edu.  

Required Reading
Wayne Craven, American Art: History and Culture, 2003.

Class Packet

Grading Assignments
Midterm:



20%

Thesis Statement and Bibliography
10%

Term Paper 



30%

Final Exam



30%

Attendance and Participation 

10%
Paper Assignments
Term Paper
The purpose of the Term Paper is to analyze the work of one artist by reading the critical literature and viewing original works of art.  

Thesis Statement and Bibliography: In preparation for the Term Paper, a thesis statement and working bibliography is due on Thursday, March 3.  Please meet with me before this project.  

Final Paper: The final Term Paper should be 10 - 12 pages, double spaced and is due on Tuesday, April 12.  There will be a penalty for late papers.  5 points will be subtracted from the grade for each class session that the paper is late. 

Note:  I do not accept papers by email.  

Exams
No make-up exams without a written medical note.  The final exam will be cumulative.  

Part I: Colonial America: An Old and New World

Week 1
Tuesday, January 11: Introduction: American Art and Culture

Thursday, January 13: Native American and North American Architecture 

Craven, 16-41

Packet:  Peter Nabokov and Robert Easton, (Introduction,( in Native American Architecture (1989), 11-15.

Week 2
Tuesday, January 18: Early painting and sculpture; and historic Native American objects

Craven 42-51

Thursday, January 20: Amateur Architects and Architectural Design, 1700-1775

Craven, 52-67 and 79-93

Class Discussion: Paper Topics.  Bring your questions.

Week 3
Tuesday, January 25: Fashionable Portraits and the Art of Carving, 1700-1775

Craven, 68-78 and 94-97

Class Discussion: Writing the Art History Paper.  Bring your questions.  

Thursday, January 27: Guest Lecture: Early Photography

Craven, 238-241.  

Part 2: The Federal Period, 1785-1830: Representing the New Nation
Week 4
Tuesday, February 1: Social Values in the Paintings of John Singleton Copley and Charles Willson Peale

Craven, 99-108

Thursday, February 3: Painting: The Grand Manner 

Craven, 135-143

Week 5
Tuesday, February 8: The Grand Manner, continued

Craven, 143-152

Thursday, February 10: Field Trip.  Class will meet at the regular time at the Art Institute of Chicago (Michigan at Adams Street) in the American Art Galleries, Rice Building.

Week 6
Tuesday, February 15: Still-Life, Genre, Landscape, and Natural History Painting

Craven, 153-162

Thursday, February 17: Midterm

Part 3: The Romantic Period, 1800-1870: Issues of National Identity

Week 7
Tuesday, February 22: Landscape, 1825-1870.  Thomas Cole and The Hudson River School 

Craven, 198-213

Packet:  William Cullen Bryant, (To Cole: The Painter Departing for Europe,( in John W. McCoubrey, American Art, 1700-1960: Sources and Documents (1965), 95-96.  

Thursday, February 24: The Light of the Luminists

Craven, 214-220

Packet:  Ralph Waldo Emerson, (Nature,( in Emerson: Essays and Lectures (1983), 7-11.  

Week 8
Tuesday, March 1: Literary Painting: Art and Literature 

Packet: David M. Sokol, (Washington Irving: Friend and Muse to American Artists,( in Visions of Washington Irving: Selected works from the Collections of Historic Hudson Valley (1991), 15-29.   

Thursday, March 3: Imagining the West

Craven, 210-213

Thesis Statement and Bibliography due
Week 9
Tuesday, March 8: Genre Painting: The Art of Everyday Life

Craven, 220-231

Thursday, March 10: Painting: Narrative, Still-Life, Portraiture, and Photography

Craven, 231-236 and 241-247

Week 10
Tuesday, March 15: Folk Art: A Special Mode of Vision

Craven, 261-277

Thursday, March 17: Sculpture

Craven, 163-170; 248-260; 377-390

Part 4: American Renaissance, 1870-1900: Culture, Commerce, and Social Concern

Week 11

No Classes: Spring Vacation

Week 12
Tuesday, March 29: Americans Abroad: Expatriate Artists and the Cosmopolitan Spirit

Craven, 342-348

Thursday, March 31: American Impressionism, Symbolism, and the Art of Trompe L(oeil
Craven, 349-366

Week 13
Tuesday, April 5: Americans at Home:  The Naturalistic Tradition

Craven, 328-342

Thursday, April 7:  Field Trip: Class will meet at the regular time at Jane Addams Hull-House Museum, 800 South Halsted Street at UIC.  
Read on (Jane Addams and Hull-House( at http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull
Part 5: The Modern Period, 1900-1940: An Expression of Political and Artistic Freedom

Week 14
Tuesday, April 12: Modern Architecture

Craven, 392-411

Term Paper due
Thursday, April 14: Painting: Realism and Regionalism

Craven, 422-443

Week 15

Tuesday, April 19: The Rise of the European Avant-Garde

Craven, 444-446

Read on European modern painting in any art history survey book: For example: Marilyn Stokstad, Art History or Helen Gardner, Art through the Ages.

Thursday, April 21: Modern American Painters

Craven, 446-459

Week 16

Tuesday, April 26: The Armory Show

Craven, 459-467
Thursday, April 28: The African-American Experience, Social Realism, and the Foundations of Abstract Expressionism

Craven, 544-565

Week 17

Wednesday, May 4: Final Exam, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
