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Prof. Krista Thompson
Office: Henry Hall 211A

Office Hours 11:00-2:00 Tuesday

T/Th 9:30- 10:45

319 Stevenson Hall
African American Art in the 20th Century AH 264

This course introduces students to art work by African American artists and debates surrounding race and representation in black America.  We look at how African American artists have used art to represent, reinvent, and subvert racial identities.  By looking at the politics of representation in the United States throughout the 20th century we trace what Kobena Mercer calls the “burden of representation” on African American artists at different historical moments.
The class is divided into three main sections. In part 1 we examine calls for a distinctly “Negro” or black art in the early 20th century.  Part 2 looks at the resurgence of such calls in the 1950s-1970s.  In the final section of the class we investigate artistic production in the 1980s-1990s, exploring how postmodernism and the increased internationalization of the art world all informed new debates about racial identity and artistic production. 

Required Texts (Available in Bookstore and on reserve):

Patton, Sharon.  African-American Art.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.

Powell, J. Richard. Black Art: A Cultural History. London: Thames and Hudson, 2002.

Online Reserves
Requirements: 

Attendance: 5% (more than two absences without a medical note will negatively affect the attendance grade.  An attendance sheet will be passed out at the beginning of class.  Students who come late will be marked as absent.) 

Quizzes and Pop Quizzes: 8% (Feb 1) (Mar 8)

Paper Proposal: 5% (Feb 10)

Slide Exam: 12% (Feb 17)
Archival Research Paper and Webpage: 20% (Mar 29)
Research paper (8-10 pages, 12 font Times New Roman): 25%  No extensions without medical note (April 21)
Final Exam: 25% (April 28)
Full syllabus available on e-reserve for registered students
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