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TOWARD NEW HISTORIES OF THE VISUAL ARTS: 1960 TO THE PRESENT

AH 511
Professor Woodman Taylor

University of Illinois at Chicago, Department of Art History

Spring 2005

Thursdays 6 – 9 PM

330 Henry Hall

Since the sixties, the discipline and practice of art history has been transformed through scholarship forging new ways to study and understand the operations of visual culture.  Our seminar will explore these initiatives toward new histories of the visual arts.  As these initiatives often cross-disciplines, at times synthesizing into multi-disciplinary approaches to the visual, our topics and relevant readings are taken from a number of different fields, including postwar Marxism and psychoanalytic theory, structuralism, post-structuralism, the “New Historicism,” postcolonial theory, multiculturalism, cultural studies, anthropologies of art, and theories of vision and visuality.  Class requirements include two-page summaries and enthusiastic discussion of readings for each seminar.  Students also will lead the discussion in two seminars and submit a final research or analysis paper.

TOWARD NEW HISTORIES OF THE VISUAL ARTS: 1960 TO THE PRESENT
Professor Woodman Taylor

University of Illinois at Chicago, Department of Art History

Thursdays 5:30 – 8:15 PM, 303 Henry Hall

 Syllabus

January 13
Introduction



Hans Belting, Art History After Modernism (Chicago: University of




Chicago Press, 2003)

January 20
Structuralism and Semiotics



Ferdinand de Saussure, Course in General Linguistics, trans. Wade Baskin 




(NY: McGraw-Hill, 1966), Parts One and Two, pp. 65-133.



Roland Barthes, Mythologies, trans. Annette Lavers (NY: Hill and Wang,




1972 [1957], ‘The World of Wrestling,” “The Romans in Films,” 




“Wine and Milk,” “Steak and Chips,” “Myth Today (part),”




pp. 15-28, 58-64, 109-131.



Umberto Eco, “Function and the Sign: Semiotics of Architecture,” VIA 2 




(1973): 130-154.



Alex Potts, “Sign,” Critical Terms for Art History (CTAH), eds., Robert




Nelson and Richard Shiff, pp. 20-34.



W.J.T. Mitchell, “Word and Image,” CTAH, pp. 51-61.



W.J.T. Mitchell, Picture Theory (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1994)




pp. 11-182.



Stuart Hall, “Encoding and Decoding,” The Cultural Studies Reader (CSR), 




ed.,  Simon During, (New York: Routledge, 2000), pp.507- 517.



Elizabeth Boone, “Introduction: Writing and Recording Knowledge,” in




Writing without Words: Alternative Literacies in Mesoamerica and the




Andes, Elizabeth Boone and Walter Mignolo, eds. (Durham: Duke




UP, 1994), pp. 3-26).


January 27
Marxism and Critical Theory



Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. Adorno, “The Culture Industry:




Enlightenment as Mass Deception,” CSR, pp. 31-41. 



Walter Benjamin, Illuminations, trans., Harry Zohn (NY: Schocken Books, 




1968), “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,”




pp. 217-251.



______, Reflections: Essays, Aphorisms, Autobiographical Writings, trans. 

Edmund Jephcott (NY: Schocken Books, 1978), “Paris, Capital of the

Nineteenth Century,” pp. 146-162.



T.J. Clark, The Painting of Modern Life: Paris in the Art of Manet and His Followers



(Princeton: PUP, 1984), “The View from Notre-Dame,” pp. 23-78.



Terry Smith, “Production,” CTAH, pp. 361-382.

February 3
Developments of Psychoanalysis



Jacques Lacan, “The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I as




Revealed in Psycoanalytic Experience,” “The Agency of the Letter I in




the Unconscious or Reason Since Freud,” in Critical Theory Since 1965,



ed., Hazard Adames and Leroy Searle (Tallahassee: University Presses




of Florida, 1986), pp. 733-756.



Laura Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema,” in Art After Modernism:




Rethinking Representation, ed. Brian Wallis (NY: The New Museum of




Contemporary Art, 1984), pp. 361-373.




February 10
Heidegger, Derrida, and Poststructuralism



Martin Heidegger, Poetry, Language, Thought, trans. Albert Hofstadter (NY:




Harper, 1971), “The Origin of the Work of Art,” “Building, Dwelling,




Thinking,” pp. 17-87, 143-161.



Jacques Derrida, “Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of Human Sciences,”




“Difference,” selection from Of Grammatology, in Critical Theory Since 




1965, Hazard Adams and Leroy Searle (Tallahassee: University Presses




of Florida, 1986), pp. 7l9-136.



Mark Wigley, “The Translation of Architecture: The Product of Babel,”




Deconstruction III (A.D. Profile #87), ed. Andreas Papadakis (London:




Academy Editions, 1990), pp. 6-13.

February 17
New Historicism



Michel Foucault, The Order of Things: An Archeology of the Human Sciences




NY: Vintage, 1973[1966]), “Las Meninas, “ pp. 3-16.



______, Discipline and Punish, trans. Alan Sheridan (NY: Vintage, 1979[1975]),




“Docile Bodies,” “Panopticism,” pp. 125-169, 195-230.



Svetlana Alpers, “Interpretation without Representation, or, The Viewing of 




Las Meninas,” in Art History and Its Methods: A Critical Anthology,




ed. Eric Fernie (London: Phaidon, 1995), 281-290.

February 24
Feminism and Gender



Griselda Pollok, “Feminist Interventions in the Histories of Art,” in Art History




and Its Methods: A Critical Anthology, ed. Eric Ferney (London: Phaidon,




1995), pp. 296-313.



______, “Woman as Sign: Psychoanalytic Readings,” in Vision and Difference:




Femininity, Feminism and the Histories of Art (London: Routledge, 1988),




120-154.



Eve Sedgwick, “Axiomatic,” in CTAH, pp. 320-339.



Whitney Davis, “Gender,” in CTAH, pp. 330-344.



Judith Butler, “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire,” in CSR, pp. 340-353.



Deborah Fausch, “The Knowledge of the Body and the Presence of History –




Toward a Feminist Architecture, in Architecture and Feminism, ed.




Deborah Coleman, et. al., (NY: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996),




pp. 38-59.

March 2
Perception, Reception, Vision and Visuality



Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception, trans. Colin Smith




(London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1962), “Experience and Objective




Thought.  The Problem of the Body,” “Space,” pp. 67-72, 243-298.



Norman Bryson, “The Gaze in the Expanded Field, “ in Hal Foster, ed., 




Vision and Visuality (Seattle: Bay Press, 1986), pp. 86-108.



Margaret Olin, “Gaze,” in CTAH, pp. 318-329.



[Readings divided amongst students]:



Robert Nelson, “Descartes Cow and Other Domestications of the Visual,” in

Visuality Before and Beyond the Renaissance: Seeing as Others Saw (VBBR), ed. Robert Nelson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 

pp. 1-21.

Irene Winter, “The Eyes Have It: Votive Statuary, Gilgamesh’s Axes and

 Cathected Viewing in the Ancient Near East, in VBBR, pp. 22-44.



Ja’s Elsner, “Between Mimesis and Divine Power: Visuality and the




Greco-Roman World, in VBBR, pp. 45-69.



Sadi Bartsch, “The Philosopher as Narcissus: Vision, Sexuality, and Self –




Knowledge in Classical Antiquity, in VBBR,  pp. 70-97.



Georgia Frank, “The Pilgrim’s Gaze in the Age Before Icons,”in VBBR,

 pp. 98-115.



Eugene Wang, “Watching the Steps: Peripatetic Vision in Medieval China,”




in VBBR, pp. 116-142.



Robert Nelson, “To Say and to See: Exphrasis and Vision in Byzantium,”




in VBBR, pp. 143-168.



Cynthia Hahn, “Visio Dei: Changes in Medieval Visuality,” in VBBR, pp. 169-196.



Michael Camille, “Before the Gaze: The Internal Senses and Late Medieval




Practice of Seeing,” in VBBR, pp. 197-223.



Allen Roberts and Mary Roberts, “Displaying Secrets: Visual Piety in Senegal,”




In VBBR, pp. 224-252.

March 9
Presentations

March 16
Presentations

SPRING BREAK!

March 31
Postmodernism



Frederic Jameson, “Postmodernism, or The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism,”




New Left Review 146 (1984): 33-92.



Craig Owens, “The Allegorical Impulse: Toward a Theory of Postmodernism,”




in Art After Modernism: Rethinking Representation, ed. Brian Wallis 




(NY: The New Museum of Contemporary Art, 1984), pp. 203-235.

Douglas Crimp, “Pictures,” in Art After Modernism: Rethinking Representation, ed. 

Brian Wallis (NY: The New Museum of Contemporary Art, 1984), 

pp.175-187.
April 6
Anthropologies of Art and Cultural Studies



Clifford Geertz, “Art as a Cultural System,” in Local Knowledge: Further




Essays in Interpretive Anthropology, ed. Clifford Geertz (NY: Basic




Books, 1983), pp. 94-102.



Tom Cummins, “Kinshape: The Design of the Hawaiian Feather Cloak,”




in Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas: Selected Readings,




ed. Janet Berlo and Lee Wilson (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:




Prentice Hall, 1993), pp. 165-183.



Mark Antliff and Patricia Leighten,  “Primitive,” in CTAH, pp. 217-233.



William Pietz, “Fetish,” in CTAH, pp. 306-317.



Stuart Hall, “Cultural Studies and Its Theoretical Legacies,” CSR,




pp. 97-112.

Arjun Appadurai, ‘Introduction: Commodities and the Politics of Value,’

 in Appadurai, ed., The Social Life of Things (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1986), pp. 3-63.



Igor Kopytoff, ‘The Cultural Biography of Things: Commoditization,;




Ibid., pp. 64-94.




April 13
Collecting, Memory, and Museums



James Clifford, “On Collecting Art and Culture,” in CSR, pp. 57-76.



Paul Wood, “Commodity,” in CTAH, pp. 382-406.



Donald Preziosi, “Collecting/Museums,” in CTAH, pp. 407-418.



James Young, “Memory/Monument,” in CTAH, pp. 234-250.



Robert Nelson, “Appropriation,” in CTAH, pp. 160-173.



Hans Belting, ‘The Narrative Art in the New Museum: The Search of a




Profile,’ in Art History after Modernism, pp. 96-114.



April 20
Multiculturalism and Postcolonialism



Cornel West, “The New Cultural Politics of Difference,” in CSR,




pp. 203-217.



bell hooks, “A Revolution of Values: The Promise of Multicultural 




Change,” in CSR, pp. 233-240.



Homi K. Bhabha, “The Postcolonial and the Postmodern: The Question




of Agency, “ in CSR, pp. 189-208.



Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, “Can the Subaltern Speak?” in The Post-Colonial




Studies Reader, ed. Bill Ashcroft, et.al., (London: Routledge, 1995),




pp. 24-28.



Hans Belting, ‘Global Art and Minorities: A New Geography of Art History,’




AHAM, pp. 62-73.; also ‘Marco Polo and Other Cultures,’ pp.192-200.

April 27
Performance Theory, Media, and the Public Sphere



Kristine Stiles, “Performance,” in CTAH, pp. 75-97.



Raymond Williams, “Advertising: The Magic System,” in CSR, 

pp. 410-426.



Michael Camille, “Simulacrum,” in CTAH, pp. 35-50.



Hamid Naficy, “The Making of Exile Cultures: Iranian Television in 




Los Angeles,” in CSR, pp. 537-563.



Michel de Certeau, “Walking in the City, “ in CSR, pp. 126-133.



Arjun Appadurai, “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural




Economy,” in CSR, pp. 220-232.



Hans Belting, ‘’Art History versus Media Studies,’ AHAM, pp. 161-166.



Woodman Taylor, “Penetrating Gazes: The Poetics of Sight and Visual




Display in Popular Indian Cinema,” in Beyond Appearances? Visual




Practices and Ideologies in Modern India,  ed. Sumathi Ramaswamy,




(New Delhi: Sage Publications, 2003), pp. 297-322.



Final papers due (firm)

Course Requirements:

1) CLASS DISCUSSION:  A main component of our course will be class discussions of the material and issues covered in the lectures and assigned readings.  Be prepared to participate in these discussions.  Each student will be given the opportunity to lead a discussion of an assigned reading as well as to present there own project at the end of the course.

2) REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:  The four required assignments for the course are:

1) Two page summaries of readings, discussion, and class attendance, 30%

2) Lead two seminars, 20%

3) Midterm presentation of project, 20%

4) Final research or analysis paper, 30%

Professor: Woodman Taylor

Office Tel: 355-2007 or Dept. Office: 996-3303, E-mail address: woodman@uic.edu
Office Hours: Thursdays from 1:45 to 2:45 and by appointment.   Office Location: Room 305 Henry Hall


To make an appointment send me an e-mail message or call.

Course Readings:  All required course readings, including copies of articles as well as required and recommended books, are at the RESERVE ROOM (Main Library, First Floor)

Required Books:  (may be purchased from UIC Bookstore, Basement Circle Center)

Appadurai, Arjun, ed. The Social Life of Things. (Cambridge: Camb. Univ. Press,1995)

Belting, Hans.  Art History after Modernism.  (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2003)
Critical Terms for Art History, Robert Nelson and Richard Shiff, eds, 2nd ed.,


(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003)

Cultural Studies Reader, ed. Simon During, 2nd ed., (Routledge: New  York, 2001)

Mitchell, W.J. Thomas.  Picture Theory: essays on verbal and visual representation

(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1994) 

Recommended:

Visuality Before and Beyond the Renaissance: Seeing as Others Saw, ed. Robert Nelson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000)

Reading Packet: (from Fonts and Print)
