Art History 563, UIC

Art History 470, Northwestern University

Spring Semester 2005, UIC, (Jan. 10-April 29) Winter Quarter Northwestern (Jan. 3- March 12)

Instructors:  Robert Bruegmann, David Van Zanten

Wed. 2-5, at UIC Henry Hall 303 and at Northwestern 3-430, roughly alternate weeks (see schedule)

Chicago-Paris

This joint UIC/Northwestern University course will examine Chicago and Paris as case studies in urban development.  It will be taught by Robert Bruegmann from UIC and David Van Zanten from Northwestern.  Professor Van Zanten is a distinguished scholar who has written extensively about architecture and urbanism in the United States and France.  He is the author, among many books and articles, of Building Paris Architectural Institutions and the Transformations of the French Capitol 1830-1870, and Sullivan’s City, the Meaning of Ornament for Louis Sullivan.  Prof. Bruegmann has written extensively about Chicago at the turn of the century in his volumes on the architects Holabird & Roche and Holabird & Root.  More recently he has turned his attention to recent developments and urban sprawl.  His forthcoming book on sprawl examines the way these two cities have decentralized over time.

The class will examine material primarily in a thematic way.  Among the topics to be considered:  the advantages and disadvantages of the urban grid, the importance of transportation and other infrastructures, the influence of real estate markets and governmental regulations, tourism, globalization, historic preservation.  Students will have a wide range of possibilities for final projects involving either city or both.  

Instructors:

Robert Bruegmann, Professor of Art History, bbrueg@uic.edu, 303 Henry Hall, 312-413-2469

David Van Zanten, Professor of Art History, Northwestern University,  

d-van@northwestern.edu, Kresge Hall 3-570, 847-491-8024

Required Textbooks to be purchased

Harold Mayer and Richard Wade, Chicago, Growth of a Metropolis, U. of Chicago Press

Anthony Sutcliffe,  Paris, An Architectural History, Yale University Press

 Recommended for Purchase:  

John Zukowsky, Editor, Chicago Architecture 1872-1922:  Birth of a Nation
John Zukowsky, Editor:  Chicago Architecture and Design 1923-1993:  Reconfiguration of a Metropolis

Class Projects

1. Short Research Project

The first project, be presented in class February 2 and 9, will involve an exploration of sources of information.  It could involve a theme, for example:  

The skyscraper in Chicago 

The skyscraper in Paris

The balloon frame

American grid planning

Chicago economics and its uniqueness

European reaction to Chicago

Chicago versus New York

The "Chicago School" of architecture (competing definitions)

Sullivan:  theory -- ornament -- design

Wright:  in Chicago, in the suburbs, world designer, after Chicago

Burnham

Griffin and Mahony

The "Beaux-Arts" method of design

City-shaping and the French government  (recent work on)

Haussmannization

Utopian planning:  Chicago and Paris

radical architects -- Horeau, Viollet-le-Duc, Labrouste

Or it could involve a specific question and an exploration of the sources available to answer the question.  It is not necessary to answer the question, but you should indicate how you would go about doing it and what the answer might say about larger issues of urban development:

Some possible examples;

What was the origin of the amusement park, particularly the themed amusement park, in Paris?  In Chicago?

When did the first golf courses appear in the Chicago area?  In the Paris area?

How did Paris come to have its first skyscrapers and what were the reactions to them?

Who typically laid out new streets in Paris suburbs in the first half of the twentieth century?  In suburbs in Chicago?  

How would you describe the typical dwelling of a family in the Parisian region in 1900?  In 1950?  In 2000?  In the Chicago region for each of these years?

How many people took public transportation and how many drove in the Paris region in 1950?  In 2000?  In the Chicago region in the same years?

Where would the most expensive land in Paris be located in 1900, 1950, 2000 and how much would it cost?  In Chicago in each of these years?

How many architects are there in Paris and how much do they typically make in a year?

in Chicago?

What was the history of suburban shopping centers in Paris?  In Chicago?

Then did urban planning as a distinct profession emerge in Paris?  In Chicago?

2. Second Project:

The second project, which could be an expansion of the first or a new subject, may also be about either Chicago or Paris or both, but between the two papers, there should be some discussion about both cities.  These papers will be due on March 16 for Northwestern students and April 20 for UIC students.   A presentation (more or less polished depending on the date of presentation) will be given by Northwestern students on March 2 and 9.  UIC students will present a progress report on Mar. 16 and their final presentation April 13 and 20.  This paper may also be on either Chicago or Paris or both, but between the two papers there should be something about both cities.

Exams

There will be one quiz covering the reading and the presentations to that point on Feb. 2.  

Grade

Grades for the class will be based on the quiz on reading (20%), the two written papers (50%), the presentation (20%) and classroom participation (10%).

Schedule of Sessions

(A Friday yet to be fixed Neil Levine (Harvard) will be here and discuss his work on Wright and the American grid)

Jan. 5:  Northwestern:  Introduction to Northwestern course, Optional for UIC students.  Radical architecture in Chicago:  what went in to produce it -- what came out as a result:  Sullivan's origins; Frank Lloyd Wright's impact.  Burnham.

        READ: William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis

Jan. 12:  UIC:  Introduction to UIC: explanation of course requirements and papers.  Land division and city shaping.  “reading the city”

        READ:  Sutcliffe,  Mayer and Wade (finish by time of quiz, February 2) 


         Neil Levine MS sent by email

Jan. 19: Northwestern:  DVZ:  the emergence of the architectural profession in Chicago, BB: Has the development of Paris and Chicago been essentially similar or different?  city center, suburbs, exurbs

        READ:  DVZ xeroxes: Matz, Van Osdel, Granger on early days in Chicago

                      Bruegmann manuscript on the causes of sprawl

Jan. 26:  Meet at the south vestibule of the Chicago Cultural Center, Washington St. at Michigan Ave., then reassemble at UIC:  DVZ:  the architect's place in city-shaping and his/her authority in controlling the environment.

        READ:  continue Sutcliffe and Mayer and Wade

Feb. 2:  Northwestern: quiz.  Begin presentation of first papers.

Feb. 9:  UIC:  Continue presentations of first papers-- discussion of final papers when finished. 

Feb 16:  Northwestern:  DVZ: Conceptual techniques of generating designs; BB:  infrastructure and city form

        READ:  MSS: Weingarden, Merwood (selected parts)

Feb. 23:  UIC:   BB: Tourism and globalization; DVZ: Paris vs. Hamburg vs. Manchester vs. Chicago  

        READ: DVZ MS

March 2: Northwestern:  Presentations by Northwestern students

Mar. 9: Northwestern:  presentations by Northwestern students

Mar. 16 At UIC: progress reports by UIC students, summary of class to date

Mar. 23 No class- spring break

Mar. 30 At UIC:  to be determined


Apr. 6  At UIC:  to be determined

Apr. 13 At UIC:  Final Presentations by UIC students

Apr. 20 At UIC:  Final Presentations by UIC students

Apr. 27 AT UIC:  Wrap-Up and Conclusions

