AH 207: TOPICS IN ARCHITECTURE, ART, AND DESIGN

TWENTIETH-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE

Course Syllabus

University of Illinois at Chicago






 Summer 2005

Department of Art History

Prof. Michael Rabens, Ph.D.

Office: 310B Henry Hall (Enter through Room 302)

Telephone: (312) 996-5323 (If no answer, call 996-3303)

E-Mail: mrabens@hotmail.com

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 3:00 - 4:00 PM

Class Meetings:

Room 304 Stevenson Hall

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:45 AM - 1:15 PM

Required Text:

William J.R. Curtis, Modern Architecture Since 1900, 3rd ed., London: Phaidon Press, 1996.

Reading Assignments:

Portions of the textbook will be assigned for reading as the course proceeds. Additional readings will be placed on reserve in the Library. You are expected to do all the readings in a timely fashion, and you will be expected to discuss these readings in class.

Writing Assignments:

Each student will write a research paper of approximately 7-10 pages on a topic to be chosen in consultation with the instructor. Further information about format, requirements, and due dates will be given out shortly.

Attendance:

Regular attendance in class is not merely recommended; it is required. Attendance may be checked by a variety of means, including unannounced (pop) quizzes. There is no surer way to earn a poor grade than to attend class sporadically or infrequently. An excessive number of unexcused absences will lead to dire consequences, up to and including failure in the course.
Examination Schedule:

Thursday, June 23rd:

Mid-Term Exam, in class

Friday, July 22nd:

Final Exam, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Please Note: Final exam dates and times are chosen by the Registrar of the University and cannot be changed for any reason whatsoever (with the sole exception of scheduled conflicts with other final exams).
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Make-Up Policy:

One make-up exam will be scheduled after each regularly scheduled exam, if - and only if - this shall be necessary. Students who wish to take a make-up exam must present a valid excuse to the instructor within two (2) school days of the scheduled exam. The instructor will determine the time, place, and format of each make-up exam. Make-up exams will be similar, but not identical, to the examinations given at the regularly scheduled times. If it shall be necessary to give a make-up for the final exam, this will be scheduled after the end of the semester. Please note: Vacation travel plans DO NOT constitute a valid excuse for absence from an exam.

Remember - make-ups will be permitted only after you have presented the instructor with a valid excuse for your absence on the day of the exam. The instructor will be the final arbiter as to what constitutes a valid excuse. It is always to your advantage to take exams at the regularly scheduled time.
Quizzes:

Short slide quizzes asking you to identify buildings by name, architect, location, and date will be given throughout the semester.

Grading:

Grades will be calculated according to the weighted averages below:

Mid-Term Exam: 

30%

Final Exam:


30%

Research Paper:

30%

Quizzes: 


10%

The numerical averages will be translated into letter grades as follows:

90 - 100
A

80 - 90
B

70 - 80
C

60 - 70
D

Below  60
F

All work must be completed in order to earn a passing grade. Please note: There will be NO extra credit assignments offered in this course. Do not ask for any.
Academic Honesty:

All students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the highest standards of academic integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, bribery, misrepresentation, conspiracy, and fabrication will not be tolerated. The sanctions to be imposed for committing any of these violations, up to and including failure in the course, will be determined by the instructor.
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Purpose of Course:

This course will examine the architecture of Europe, the USA, and the rest of the Western World in the 20th century. The focus will be on developments in Western Europe and the USA, although the entire world lies within the purview of this course. The principal architects, monuments, and styles of this period will be featured in chronological order; special attention will be paid to the development of new ideas concerning the concept of modernism in architecture. Urbanism and landscape history are also to be considered. In order to obtain a proper understanding of the architecture of this period, elements of the political and social history of the time will be integrated into the course.
Among the principal objectives of this course is the desire to develop each student(s ability to perform scholarly research in the history of architecture, as well as to enhance each student(s ability to write effectively on this subject. 

Tentative Schedule of Lectures:

Week  1 
May 31 - June 2
Introduction;

Review of 19th-Century Architecture


Week  2
June 7-9

The Chicago School in the USA;

Art Nouveau in Europe

Week  3
June 14-16
Frank Lloyd Wright and the Prairie School;

Industrial Aesthetic in Architecture, Futurism in Italy

Week  4
June 21-23
The Heroic Masters of the 1920s: Gropius, Mies, and 

Le Corbusier

Week  5
June 28-30
Traditionalism and Art Deco in the USA; 

Expressionism and Constructivism in Europe

Week  6
July 5-7

Postwar Modernism in the USA and Europe

Week  7
July 12-14

The Reaction to Modernism: Post-Modernism, Deconstruction,  and Beyond          

Week  8
July 19

Contemporary Architecture

July 22

FINAL EXAM, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Note: The conditions set forth in this syllabus are subject to change at the instructor(s discretion.

( 2005 Michael B. Rabens

