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This course traces the history of Istanbul from its foundation and growth in the late Roman and Byzantine periods, its four centuries as capital of the Ottoman Empire and as a focal point of the modern Turkish Republic.  In addition to studying its topography and individual monuments, we will look at the social, political and cultural programs of the empires that have all contributed to the development of this city on two continents.  The medieval periods will be stressed in the curriculum.

This class is designed primarily for graduate students. Upper level undergraduate art history majors are also encouraged to join the course, as are upper-level students in Architecture, History, Classics and Mediterranean Studies and Religious Studies.  Assessment will be primarily through presentations and written work, with an emphasis on class participation.

