AH 111: World Art from the Renaissance to the Present

MWF 12-12:50 pm, Lecture Center A-1

Instructor: Prof. Marie

Office Hours: Mondays 1-3 pm

Office: Henry Hall 211A

Email: am322@uic.edu

Course Description:

This course will survey from the Renaissance to the present. Emphasis will be on how technical inventions (linear perspective, oil paint, engraving techniques, photography, etc.) and social history have enabled artists to explore the wide possibilities of image-making. 

By the end of the course, the student should be able to recognize certain key important art works, art media and artists' styles of making art; associate them with historical events or artistic theories; integrate their thoughts about historical works and historical ideas.

Required Text:

Marilyn Stokstad, Art History, Revised Second Edition [available at UIC bookstore]. A copy of the text is also on reserve at Daley Library. 

Course Requirements & Grading:

Exam #1 (20%)

Exam #2 (20%)

Exam #3 (20%)

Term Paper (20%)

Discussion Section Participation (20%)

Grading Scale: A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = 59 & below. There is no curve. 

EXAMS: There will be two midterms (exams #1-2) and one final exam (exam #3). These are non-cumulative exams. Typically the exams will consist of slide identifications (name of artist, title of work, period/style, date, medium), unknowns, defining terms, and comparison essay questions. 

There will be no make-up exams for this class. If a student misses an exam, he or she will receive a grade of zero for that test, unless a valid medical excuse (a note on official stationary with a medical doctor's signature, and a phone number at which the doctor can be reached) for the absence is produced. In that case, the value of the two remaining exams will each be increased to 30%.

TERM PAPER: A formal term paper will be required. The paper will consist of two parts: 

(a) Part I: Formal Visual Analysis of an art object (2-3 pages), due 2/24; (b) Part II: Contextual Research of the art object (5-7 pages), due 4/14. No late term papers will be accepted. A handout with more detailed directions will be given out later.

DISCUSSION SECTION PARTICIPATION: In addition to lectures you will be assigned to a discussion section that will meet once a week for 50 minutes and will be taught by one of the teaching assistants for this course. Attendance at and participation in the discussion sections is not optional. This is a highly important and required component of the course. Attendance will be taken at sections. After the second unexcused absence, each additional absence will lower your section grade by 10%. Students must attend the section for which they are registered or risk being counted absent for the entire semester.

Course Support Site:

This course has a Blackboard site on which you will find important course announcements, lecture handouts and those images that are not reproduced in the textbook. Keep in mind, most business aspects of this course will be conducted through the Blackboard site. This means that you need to check the site frequently. 

Further Notes:

( Regular attendance in both lectures and discussions sections is absolutely vital for success in this course. The easiest way to fall behind in a course like this is through spotty attendance. Also, be forewarned, not all the material that you will be tested on will come from the textbook. Exams will cover material from both the textbook and lectures.

( Come to lectures and discussion sections on time. Tardiness is very disruptive. If tardiness becomes a problem the lecture hall will be put on a "locked door" policy. Students arriving after the lecture has started will be turned away at the door.

( There will be a number of guest lecturers for this course. This is quite a special privilege. The materials covered in the guest lectures will be equally as important as those covered in regular lectures. All of it is material on which you may be tested. 

SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS, ASSIGNED READINGS & DUE DATES

(subject to change)

Week 1: chapter 17

1/9       Introduction

1/11
Early Renaissance Art in Europe

1/13     Renaissance Monuments and Their Sculptural Programs: Nanni di Banco, Ghiberti,

Dontello [Guest Lecture: Prof. Munman]

Week 2: chapters 17 & 18

1/16
no school, MLK day
1/18     Italian Renaissance 

1/20     The High Renaissance Genius: Leonardo, Michelangelo and Raphael [Guest Lecture:

Prof. Munman]

Week 3: chapters 17 & 18

1/23     Venetian School, Late Renaissance and Mannerism

1/25
Northern Renaissance

1/27
Northern Renaissance

Week 4: chapter 19

1/30
Baroque

2/1
Italian Baroque [Guest Lecture: Prof. Pollak]

2/3
Baroque 

Week 5: chapter 23

2/6
Aztecs [Guest Lecture: Prof. Baird]

2/8
Native American [Guest Lecture: Prof. Miller]

2/10
Exam #1 (covering materials from Week 1-Week 4)

Week 6: chapters 24 & 25

2/13
Field Trip Day, Art Institute of Chicago 

No formal class held. (see separate handout on Blackboard, field work for Term Paper)

2/15
Art of Pacific Cultures

2/17
Art of Africa in the Modern Era [Guest Lecture: Prof. Stokes]

Week 7: chapters 20, 21 & 22

2/20
Art of India After 1200  [Guest Lecture: Prof. Taylor]

2/22
Chinese Art After 1280 

2/24
Japanese Art 
DUE: Term Paper, Part I
Week 8: chapters 26 & 27

2/27
Rococo & Naturalism

3/1
Neo-Classicism

3/3
Romanticism

Week 9: chapter 27

3/6       The American Sense of Nation & the Growth of the Visual Arts [Guest Lecture: Prof.

Sokol]

3/8
The American Landscape [Guest Lecture: Prof. Sokol]

3/10
Realism

Week 10: chapter 27

3/13
Photography [Guest Lecture: Prof. Hales]

3/15
Impressionism

3/17
Exam #2 (covering materials from Week 5-Week 9)

M 3/20-F 3/34:  no class, spring break
Week 11: chapters 27 & 28

3/27
Post-Impressionism

3/29
Symbolism & the Fin-de-Siecle

3/31
Rise of Abstraction

Week 12: chapter 28

4/3
Bauhaus [Guest Lecture: Prof. Margolin] 

4/5
Avant-Gardism & Political Abstraction

4/7
1930s, Art & Propaganda

Week 13: chapter 29

4/10
Modern Architecture [Guest Lecture: Prof.  Bruegmann]

4/12
Postwar/Cold War American Mass Culture [Guest Lecture: Prof. Hales]

4/14
Abstract Expressionism

DUE: Term Paper, Parts I & II
Week 14: chapter 29

4/17
Duchamp, Cage and the Legacies of the Readymade [Guest Lecture: Prof. Higgins]

4/19
Pop, Minimalism & Modernist Painting

4/21
Postmodern Architecture [Guest Lecture: Prof. Fausch]

Week 15: chapter 29

4/24
Postmodernism  [Guest Lecture: TBA]

4/26
Postmodernism

4/28
Contemporary Trends

Final Exam, Exam #3 (covering materials from Week 10-Week 15); date & time TBA
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