ART REMIX:  INTRODUCTION TO ART and ART HISTORY
University of Illinois at Chicago

Spring 2006
AH 100
Tuesday, Thursday

2:00-3:15 pm
319 Stevenson Hall

Instructor: Deborah Stokes

Email: dstokes@uic.edu

Office Phone: (312) 996-3303

Office Hours: Before & after class

                       and by appointment
                       Henry Hall Rm. 211
________________________________________________________________________

Course Description: This course will provide a basic introduction to the purpose and understanding of the visual arts. Students will learn elements of style, principles of design, and materials and techniques across a broad array of forms. This knowledge will build a specialized art vocabulary to be applied in class discussions and written assignments. The question, “What is Art” will be considered and examined as a reflection of culture, in both Western and non-Western societies. Students will visit several Chicago museums as part of course assignments.
Prerequisite:  None
________________________________________________________________________

Required Text:  Sayre, H.M., A World of Art (4th Edition), Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2004.  CD included.  
NOTE:  If you buy textbook used, be sure that it is the 4th edition and it has the CD included, as assignments will be given that use the CD-Rom!  

Blackboard will be used as a way to post announcements and disperse information and course documents, materials, and assignment reminders.  Familiarize yourself with this site.  You will need a UIC ID to access Blackboard.  
Additional Suggested Reading (On Reserve in the Daley Library):
Bach, I. Chicago’s Sculpture, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987.

During, S. The Cultural Studies Reader, 2nd ed., London: Routledge, 1999.
Harrington, K. and F. Shultze. Chicago’s Famous Buildings, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Sayre, H. Writing About Art, 4th ed., N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2002. 
Taylor, C.T. Learning to Look: A Handbook for the Visual Arts, 2nd ed., Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981.

Additional Internet Resources:  Textbook CD, online study guide, tutorial quizzes, links to museum Web sites, and internet activities. 
________________________________________________________________________
Course Objectives:  
· Learn to analyze elements of composition, principles of design, and identify materials and methods.
· Master the vocabulary of art and how visual language communicates meaning.
· Increase visual memory (Learn to look).

· Develop writing and presentation skills through assignments on objects and issues in the study of art history.

· Examine and analyze presentations of art including: museums, art galleries, auctions and the internet. 
· Interpret works of art through a framework of context and develop personal aesthetic judgments and standards.
_____________________________________________________________________

Attendance: Punctual attendance is mandatory. Attendance will be noted at each class meeting. Students will be responsible for all material missed. In the event of a student’s verified absence, special arrangements and/or assignments will be made. If you need special accommodations, please notify me immediately.

_____________________________________________________________________

Methods of Evaluation: 

Attendance & Participation:  20%

Museum Responses:  20%

Quizzes:  20%
Assignments:  15%  
Final:  25%

All work must be completed to pass the course.

__________________________________________________________________
Note: Read chapter assignments before each session to reinforce lectures and prepare for discussion. Active participation in discussions is meant to help students think about art and its meanings in a clear and focused way and includes the introduction of specialized vocabulary.  Class participation is essential and expected.

Week 1:  Reading:  Chapters 1 and 2
                Introduction
                What is Art?

                Understanding the Art You See: Visual Literacy
Week 2:  Reading:  Chapter 3 and 4
                Learning to Look
                Form and Content

                Themes in Art: Representing the World
Week 3:  Reading:  Chapter 5 
                 Formal Elements

                 Line: Varieties and Qualities
                 *Assignment: Contour Drawing

Week 4:  Reading:  Chapter 6
                 Space
                 2-D and 3-D

                 Perspective
Week 5:   Reading:  Chapters 7 & 8

                 Light
                 Color

                 Texture

                 Pattern

Week 6:  Reading:  Chapter 9

                Principles of Design

                Balance

                Scale

                Proportion

                *Assignment: Collage
Week 7:  Reading: Chapter 10 & 11 & 12 & 15
                Drawing Materials

                Printmaking Techniques

                Photography

                *Museum Assignment: From Darkroom to Digital
Week 8: Reading:  Chapter 13 & 14
               Painting
               Sculpture

               Craft

               Mixed Media

Week 9:  Reading:  Chapter 16
                Architecture

                The Language of Architecture

                Architecture in Chicago - Video

                *Assignment:  Architectural drawing of your home
 Week 10:  Reading:  Chapter 17
                   Art of Design
                   Writing about Art:   Formal Analysis – In-class assignment
 Week 11:  Reading: Chapter 18

                    The Ancient World 
                    Western and non-Western
           *Museum Assignment:  The Field Museum 
Week  12:  Reading: Chapter 19
                   The Christian World

                    Art & Religion
                    *Museum Assignment: The Art Institute of Chicago

Week 13:  Reading:  Chapter 20 Chapter 21
                  Renaissance through the Baroque
                  Rococo through Post-Impressionism

                  *Museum Assignment: Andy Warhol Exhibition
Week 14:  The Twentieth Century       

                   Modernism and Contemporary Art
Week 15:  REVIEW for Final Exam 

Note on Academic Integrity:  The very nature of higher education requires that students adhere to accepted standards of academic integrity.  It’s a shock for an author to see their words under another person’s name.  Plagiarism is a dishonorable act. It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of behaviors that constitute dishonesty. Any student found in violation of the standards set down by the University, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, and falsification of records and official documents will fail - Don’t Do It!.
· Syllabus is subject to change depending on schedules (beyond the instructor’s control) and as new events appear. 
· Please monitor your own progress: do not hesitate to see the instructor if there are any problems concerning class lectures, absences, or related issues.  Students in need of special assistance or accommodation regarding any of the course requirements as outlined in this syllabus, the course objectives and /or course evaluation and assessment criteria, are advised to notify me within the first week of class.  We can meet privately to discuss resolution of your issue.  Confidentiality will be maintained regarding any special needs.
