AH/Comm 494

Visual Culture of Globalization

Professors: Victor Margolin, Andrew Rojecki
Offices: 311B-HH, 1152C-BSB

                  victor@uic.edu, arojecki@uic.edu
By appointment

phones: 413-2463, 996-4460

Course

The concept of globalization has been used by many scholars and academics to explain the state of the world since the end of the Cold War. As is typical for comprehensive explanations such as this one, arguments have broken out on whether the phenomenon is real, all that new, and (assuming it is real) whether it is a good thing. This course seeks answers to these general question through the lens of culture. Culture is one those slippery terms that evades precise definition. We will define it as an informal set of norms and values that bind a group of people. The course focus is on the visual expression of culture and how it reflects, drives, and perhaps impairs globalization in economic, political, and social domains.

      Texts

Augé, M. (1995). Non-places: Introduction to an anthropology of super-modernity. New York: Verso.
Fukuyama, F. (1992). The end of history and the last man. New York: Penguin.

Huntington, S. P. (1997). The clash of civilizations and the remaking of world order. New York: Touchstone.

Klein, N. (2000). No logo. New York: Harper Collins.

Tomlinson, J. (1999). Globalization and culture. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Plus readings posted as PDF files on the course Blackboard site http://www.blackboard.uic.edu
or on the library E-reserves web-site http://uic.docutek.com/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=648&page=docs
(Password = global).

Requirements

Students must attend all classes unless ill or there is some equally cogent excuse. If you need to miss a particular class or leave early, please let one of us know. One unexcused absence will be allowed but further absences will result in a lowering of the final grade.  No student will be able to pass the class with more than three unexcused absences. 

Students are expected to have read the assigned course materials for each class and to be prepared to discuss them. To that end, you will hand in a one page reaction paper for each week’s assigned readings. For the weeks when there are multiple readings, you have the option to write about one, several, or all of them. If you write about more than one, you are expected to find some theme that relates the readings. Papers are due at the beginning of class. Late papers will not be accepted.
      Field Project

As part of our study of global cities, you will be asked to do field work in Chicago, addressing the issue of whether Chicago is a global city. You will work in teams, one student from Communication and one from Architecture and the Arts. You will then go into the city to look for visual evidence that supports your thesis. Each team will make a presentation of approximately fifteen minutes, including the display of visual evidence either in digital form or as 35mm. slides. A guide sheet with specific parameters for the project will be provided. 

Final Paper or Project

Each student will do an original research paper or project. We will arrange individual meetings during the sixth week to discuss these with you. In advance of the meeting, you should e-mail to both professors a one-page statement of what you intend to do. More details on this assignment will be provided.

Course Grade
The course grade will be divided into four parts: reaction papers: 25%; field project: 20%; class participation: 10%, and final paper: 45%.

Course Calendar

Week 1: Jan. 9

Intro

Appadurai, A. (1990). Disjuncture and difference in the global economy. Theory, Culture, and Society, 7: 295-310. (PDF)

Week 2: Jan. 16

Martin Luther King Holiday

No class

Week 3: January 23

The Strong Globalization Thesis
Fukuyama. The end of history and the last man.
Note: Fukuyama’s account—the Ur narrative of globalization--borrows from Hegel’s theory of history and Nietzsche’s views of human nature. While the book has many detractors, it has nonetheless influenced the economic and foreign policy of recent presidential administrations, especially that of George W. Bush. One way to judge the quality of the work is to compare the current state of the international system with Fukuyama’s predictions and value judgments.
Week 4: January 30

Cultural Concepts

Tomlinson. Globalization and culture.
Week 5: February 6
Visual Culture Concepts

Mirzoeff, N. (1998). What is visual culture? In Mirzoeff, N.,(ed.). The visual culture reader. London: Routledge. (E-reserves)
Rogoff, I. (1998). Studying visual culture. In Mirzoeff, N.,(ed.). The visual culture reader. London: Routledge. (E-reserves)
Shohat, E. & Stam, R. Narrativizing visual culture. In Mirzoeff, N.,(ed.). The visual culture reader. London: Routledge. (E-reserves)
Canclini, N. G. (1998). Remaking passports. In Mirzoeff, N.,(ed.). The visual culture reader. London: Routledge. (E-reserves)
      Week 6: February 13 – One-page final project proposal due
The Cultural Anti-Globalization Thesis
Huntington. The clash of civilizations and the remaking of world order.
Week 7: February 20

Tourism

Cohen, E. (1988). Authenticity and commoditization in tourism. Annals of Tourism Research, 15: 371-86. (PDF)

Urry. J. (1990). The tourist gaze. London: Sage. Chapter 1: The tourist gaze. (E-reserves)
Urry, J (1992). The tourist gaze ‘revisited’. American Behavioral Scientist, 36: 172-86. (PDF) 

Cranshaw, C. & Urry, J. (1997). Tourism and the photographic eye. In Rojek, C. & Urry, J. (eds.), Touring cultures. London: Routledge. (PDF)

O'Rourke, D. (1999). On the making of “cannibal tours.” (PDF)

Film: “Cannibal Tours.” (O’Rourke)

     Week 9: February 27

      Global Cities

Sassen, S. (1991). The global city. Princeton: Princeton University Press. Chapter 9: Class and spatial polarization. (E-reserves)
Ward, J. (2004). Berlin, the virtual global city. Journal of Visual Culture, 3: 239-56. (PDF) 

Taylor, P. J., & Lang, R. E. (2005) U.S. cities in the world city network. Washington: Brookings. (PDF) 

Global Chicago (2000). MacArthur Foundation. (PDF)
Week 10: March 6

Space and Place

Augé. Non-places: Introduction to an anthropology of super-modernity.

Dirlik, A. (1999). Place-based imagination: Globalism and the politics of place. Review: A Journal of the Fernand Braudel Center, 22: 151-87. (E-reserves)
Week 12: March 13
Is Chicago a Global City? 

Team reports
Week 11: Mar. 20
Spring Break

Week 14: March 27
Film
Cowen, T. (2002). Creative destruction. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  Chapter 4: Why Hollywood Rules the World (E-reserves)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bollywood (review complete web-site)
Film: Bollywood Hollywood 
Week 8: April 3

Advertising and Branding

Naomi Klein. No Logo.
Note: Focus especially on chapters 1-3, 6-12, 14-Conclusion.
Week 13: April 10

Art

Graburn, N. (1984). The evolution of tourist arts. Annals of Tourism Research, 11: 393-419. (PDF) 

Cohen, E. (1992). Tourist arts. In Cooper, C.P. & Lockwood (eds.). A. Progress in Tourism, Recreation and Hospitality Management. London: Belhaven press. (E-reserves)
Willis, A. & Fry, T. (2002). Art and ethnocide. In Areen, R., Cubitt, S. & Sardar, Z. (eds.), The third text reader. London: Continuum. (E-reserves)
Steiner, C. B. (1999). Authenticity, Repetition, and the Aesthetics of Seriality. Phillips, R. B. & Steiner, C. B. (eds.). Unpacking Culture. Berkeley: University of California Press (E-reserves)
Cohen, E. (1993). Introduction: investigating tourist arts. Annals of Tourism Research, 20: 1-8. (PDF)

Kapur, G. (1994). A new internationalism. In Fisher, J., (ed.). Global visions. London: Kala Press. (E-reserves)
Oguibe, O. (1994). A brief note on internationalism. In Fisher, J., (ed.). Global visions. London: Kala Press. (E-reserves)
Week 15: April 17

      Presentations

Week 16: April 24
Presentations

      May 1

Final paper due
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