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AH 421

HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE II
Spring Term 2006

UIC 

Department of Art History

Professor Martha Pollak
Class meetings: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2.00 - 3,15 p.m.

Location: 209 Jefferson Hall

Email: mpollak@uic.edu
Office: 202 Henry Hall

Office Hours:Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 12.30 - 1.30 p.m., and by appointment.

Telephone: 996-3303; 413-2465

Fax: 413-2460

COURSE SUMMARY

This course continues the survey of architecture begun in AH420, bringing it up to the twentieth century.  Considering buildings in the early modern and modern periods (1450-1950), we will examine the conceptual context of architectural production and urban design, structural innovations, and new building types. The intent of this course is to address issues of spatial composition, materials, function and representation, as well as the writings of architects.


The course format includes lectures, discussion of the reading assignments, and student presentations.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Spiro Kostof, A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals, New York, 1995.

Weekly readings from the Reserve Reading lists, and occasional handouts.

Grades will be based on:

Attendance and participation in class discussion - 15%

Midterm examination - 25%

Final examination - 25%

Class presentations (1—2 presentations, depending on enrollment) - 10%

Paper (2.500 words) - 25%

IMPORTANT DATES

February 21 mid-term examination

March 23 paper due

May 9 final examination

RESERVE READING (required selections)

Spiro Kostof, A History of Architecture: Settings and Rituals, New York, 1995.

Rudolf Wittkower, Architectural Principles in the Age of Humanism, London, 1962.

Kenneth Frampton, Modern Architecture: a Critical History, London, 1980.

John Summerson, The Classical Language of Architecture, London, 1980

James Ackerman, The Villa: Form and Ideology of Country Houses, Princeton, 1990.

Anthony Vidler, The Writing on the Walls: Architectural Theory in the Late Enlightenment, Princeton, 1987.

Barry Bergdoll, European Architecture, 1750-1890, Oxford, 2000.

Ulrich Conrads, Programs and Manifestoes on Twentieth-Century Architecture, Cambridge, 1975.

Martha Pollak, Italian and Spanish Books, The Mark Millard Architectural Collection, Washington, 2000

Louis Marin, “Classical, Baroque: Versailles, or the Architecture of the Prince,” Yale French Studies 80 (1991): 167-182. 

Werner Szambien, “The Standardization of the Architectural Mode of Composition by J.N.L. Durand Daidalos 35(1990): 42-45.

Chicago Architecture, 1872-1922: The Birth of a Metropolis, John Zukowski, ed., Chicago, 1987

RESERVE READING (recommended selections)

Louis Sullivan, Public Papers, Robert Twombly, ed., Chicago, 1988.

Le Corbusier, Towards a New Architecture, [1927], translated by Frederick Etchells, New York, 1970

L. B. Alberti, The Ten Books on Architecture, {1485], Joseph Rykwert, ed., London, 1965

Vitruvius, The Ten Books on Architecture, translated by M. H. Morgan, New York, 1960

Sebastiano Serlio, On Architecture, translated and with an introduction by Vaughan Hart and Peter Hicks, New Haven, 1996

Andrea Palladio, The Four Books of Architecture, [1570], New York, 1965

Paul Freart de Chantelou, Diary of the Cavaliere Bernini’s Visit to France, Anthony Blunt, ed., Princeton, 1985.

Charles Perrault, Parallele des anciens et des modernes, [Paris, 1688], Munich, 1964

Mar-Antoine Laugier, An Essay on Architecture, translated by Wolfgang and Anni Hermann, Los Angeles

Claude-icolas Ledoux, Architecture Considered in Relation to Art, Morals, and Legislation [1804], Nordlingen, 1987, 2 vols.

J. N. L. Durand, Precis of the courses offered at the Ecole Polytechnique [1802-1805], Los Angels, 2000

Augustus W. Pugin, Contrasts, or a Parallel between the Noble Edifices of the Middle Ages and Corresponding Public Buildings of Today, [1841], New York, 1969.

F. L. Wright, Collected Writings, B. B. Pfeiffer, ed., New York, 1992, vol.1.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

Week 
1
 January 10 and 12

Tuesday 

Introduction: 

Renaissance Forms: the Domes of Florence Cathedral and of St. Peter's in Rome
Readings: Kostof, chapters 16 (Florence at crossroads) and 20

Thursday 

Revival of Ancient Roman Classicism and Architectural Theory

Readings: Wittkower, Part II

Alberti, The Ten Books on Architecture, Joseph Rykwert, ed., London, 1965, Book IX, chapters IX, X and XI.

Summerson, read through

Vitruvius, The Ten Books on Architecture, translated by M. H. Morgan, New York, 1960; Book I (The Education of the Architect; Fundamental Principles

Martha Pollak, “Vitruvius,” Italian and Spanish Books, The Mark Millard Architectural Collection, Washington, 2000; pp. 481-503
Week 2 
January 17 and 19

Tuesday 

Renaissance Residential Architecture: the Urban Palace

Readings: Kostof, chapter 17

Thursday 

Renaissance Residential Architecture: the Country House
Readings: Palladio, The Four Books of Architecture, New York, 1965; Book II (on houses)

Ackerman, chapter 4

Week 3 
January 24 and 26

Tuesday 

High Renaissance Churches: Humanism and Perspective

Readings: Kostof, chapter 20

Wittkower, Part I

Thursday 

The Illustrated Transmission of Architecture

Readings: Serlio, On Architecture, translated and with an introduction by Vaughan Hart and Peter Hicks, New Haven, 1996; Introduction and Book III (on antiquities).

Week 4 
January 31 and February 2

Tuesday 

Renaissance Cities

Readings: Kostof, chapters 17 and 18

Thursday 

Baroque Churches in Rome, Paris and London

Readings: Kostof, chapter 20

Week 5 
February 7 and 9

Tuesday 

Palaces in Baroque Rome, Turin and Vienna

Readings: Kostof, chapter 21

Thursday 

Private and Ceremonial Residences in the Seventeenth-century: Paris and Versailles

Readings: Kostof, chapter 21 (France: the Grand Siecle)

Louis Marin, “Classical, Baroque: Versailles, or the Architecture of the Prince,” Yale French Studies 80(1991): 167- 82. 

Week 6 
February 14 and 16

Tuesday 

Architectural Debates and the “Quarrel of the Ancients and the Moderns”: 

Readings: Perrault, Parallele des anciens et des modernes, Paris, 1688; selected passages.

Paul Freart de Chantelou, Diary of the Cavaliere Bernini’s Visit to France, Anthony Blunt, ed., Princeton, 1985; selected passages.

Thursday

Midterm review 

Week 7
 February 21 and 23

Tuesday 


MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Thursday 


No class meeting

Week 8
 February 28 and March 2

Tuesday 

English Palladianism

Readings: Kostof, chapter 22 (England’s lead); Ackerman, chapter 6

Thursday 

Archaeology and Neoclassicism in Architecture

Readings: Kostof, chapter 22

Bergdoll, chapters 1and 4

Laugier, An Essay on Architecture, translated by Wolfgang and Anni Hermann, Los Angeles, 1977; chapter 1 (general principles and article I), chapter III

Week 9
 March 7 and 9

Tuesday 

The Architecture of Industry

Readings: Kostof, chapter 23

Bergdoll, chapter 4

Ledoux, Architecture Considered in Relation to Art, Morals, and Legislation (1804); selected passages.

Vidler, chapter 3

Thursday 

English Architecture from Soane to Lutyens
Readings: Kostof, Chapter 24

Pugin, Contrasts, or a Parallel between the Noble Edifices of the Middle ages and Corresponding Public Buildings of Today, New York, 1969; introduction by H. R. Hitchcock; chapters I and II; plate 1.

March 14 and 16

SPRING BREAK

Week 10
 March 21 and 23

Tuesday

German Architecture in the Nineteenth Century 

Readings: Kostof, chapter 23

Thursday

French Architecture in the Nineteenth Century 

Readings: Werner Szambien, “The Standardization of the Architectural Mode of Composition by J.N.L. Durand Daidalos 35(1990): 42-45.

Durand, Precis of the courses offered at the Ecole Polytechnique (1802-1805); selected passages translated by Alfred Willis.

Week 11
 March 28 and 30

Tuesday 

American Architecture
Readings: Kostof, chapter 24

Louis Sullivan, “The Tall Building Artistically Considered,” The Public Papers, Robert Twombly, ed., Chicago, 1988, pp. 103-13. 

Martha Pollak, “Sullivan and the Orders of Architecture,” Chicago Architecture, 1872-1922: The Birth of a Metropolis, John Zukowski, ed., Chicago, 1987, pp. 251-65.

Thursday 

Iron, Glass and Steel: American Skyscrapers in New York and Chicago

Readings: Frampton, Part I, chapter 3

Kostof, chapter 25 (the view from the east; the view from Chicago) 

Week 12
 April 4 and 6

Tuesday 

Architecture, Craft and Modernism

Readings: Wright, “The Art and Craft of the Machine,” Collected Writings, B. B. Pfeiffer, ed., New York, 1992, vol.1, pp. 58-69

Loos, “Ornament and Crime,” Conrads, ed., Programs and Manifestoes, pp. 19-24.

Thursday 

Modern Architecture: Bauhaus and Walter Gropius
Readings: Kostof, chapter 26

Frampton, Part III

Week 13
 April 11 and 13

Tuesday

Student Presentations 

Thursday

Student Presentations 

Week 14
 April 18 and 20

Tuesday

Modern Architecture: Le Corbusier and Mies van der Rohe
Readings: Le Corbusier, Towards a New Architecture, translated by Frederick Etchells, New York, 1960, pp. 7-62.

Frampton, Part III, chapter 1

Kostof, chapter 27
Thursday

Reactions to Modernism in Architecture 

Readings: Kostof, chapter 28

Week 15
 April 25 and 27

Tuesday 

Contemporary Architecture

Readings: Kostof, chapter 28

Thursday 

Review for the Final Examination

