AH 460

Topics in Modern & Contemporary Art

“Motion Spaces”

Tuesday 5:30-8:30 209 JH

Instructor: Jonathan Miller
Motion Spaces will examine the aesthetic implications of cinema space  

from two perspectives: the spaces produced by cinema and the spaces  

in which it is consumed. The survey will cover ground spanning from  

19th century (and earlier) origins of cinema to contemporary media- based artistic practices.  Modernity’s development of transport and  

communication technologies industrialize space — one of the effects  

this produces is vision in motion, i.e., motion space.  As a  

pervasive sensory phenomenon, motion space has extensive aesthetical,  

social, and ideological ramifications.  Topics for consideration  

include how cinema produces space, the role architecture plays in  

movies, the impact of cinema on architecture and urbanism, the motion- spatial practices of photographers, filmmakers and artists,  the  

place of media in everyday life, etc.  Film viewing will be part of  

the required work of the course.  Readings in history and theory of  

film and of architecture, art history, history of technology, urban  

sociology, cultural studies, philosophy, etc.  (e.g., [in no  

particular order]  Foucault, Lefebvre, Deleuze, Virilio, Simmel,  

Benjamin, Kracauer, Schivelbusch, Eisenstein, Moholy-Nagy, Tschumi,  

Venturi, Giedion, Bukatman, Jameson, Soja, Schwarzer, Dimendberg,  

Mulvey, Doane, Bordwell, Naremore, etc. & etc.)  As a seminar,  

participants are expected to be active in class discussions,  

motivated in independent research and meticulous in presentations.

