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ART HISTORY 560 
Seminar in Modern Architecture, Art & Design
High Art, Low Art, and Kitsch: Questions and Issues
Thursdays, 5:30 - 8:30
303 Henry Hall 

Professor Victor Margolin


The seminar will examine the way notions of high art, low art and kitsch are constructed. We will begin with issues of how taste is defined,proceed to theories of hih and low art, take up issues around MOMA's High and Low art show, look at philosophical work on kitsch as well as sociological literature on taste. Theories will be applied to specific movements and examples in the art works beginning with the early avant-gardes and moving up through Pop Art and then on conceptual art and installations. On of the major issues we will deal with is what is required to make 'low' forms acceptable in a museum or high art setting. The course will also include a study trip to the reknowned Museum of Corntemporary Art.
