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AH 432:  Topics in Film and Video:  Science Fiction Film

4-week Session May 18 – June 12, 2009  MTWRF 9:00-12:00 107 Henry Hall

Instructor: Tiffany Funk

"Science fiction... does concern itself with real issues: the origin of man; our future. In fact I can't think of any form of literature which is more concerned with real issues, reality."

- Arthur C. Clarke 

This course will survey the history of science fiction film from its beginnings in the silent period to the advent of digital technologies.  Some of the more important periods in the genre to be covered include the beginnings of science fiction in the silent era (Georges Méliès' Le Voyage Dans la Lune, Metropolis), science fiction's "golden age" during the 50's (the "giant insect" films of Gordon Douglas, such as Them!), the psychological and political science fiction films of the 60's (La Jetee by Chris Marker, Kubrick's 2001), and the revival of the science fiction genre in the late 70s and early 80s (Blade Runner, Alien, Videodrome).  In conjunction with these films, we will discuss science-fiction media and its function within popular culture, how science is incorporated into science-fiction, the woman/minority's role in science fiction, utopian/dystopian futures, and the overlapping/confusion of media and reality.
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