[image: image1.jpg]



Art History 207:

Embellishing Empires and Adorning Divine Abodes: 

Art and Architecture of Ancient South Asia
Instructor: Prof. Catherine Becker

MWF 10:00-10:50  107 HH  CRN 30055, 30056 Honors
From the great urban centers of the Indus Valley, to the earliest depictions of deities from the diverse Hindu pantheon and from the aggrandizing pillars of the famed Emperor Açoka, to the more humble contributions of the many individual donor’s to the world’s first Buddhist monuments, this course examines more than 4000 years of artistic production in South Asia (India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Bangladesh).  Given the vast scope of this course, the lectures will be organized roughly chronologically but with special attention given to intersections of art, devotion and politics.  We will thus explore how the art and architecture created within the context of Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu devotion not only served to manifest a divine presence during the performance of rituals, but also was sponsored by a wide-range of patrons--from elite and royal donors to monks, nuns and other more modest donors.  We will also evaluate the diversity of sources that provide information about the past:  visual and material remains but also inscriptions and texts. Finally, the careful consideration of how the material remains of South Asia’s ancient past are imbued with new meanings by later interpreters will also be woven throughout the lectures and discussions.  As this course has no prerequisites, all students are welcome! 
