GWS 472 Women and Film: Sisters in Struggle: Popular Film and Global Feminist Countercultures

3 or 4 credit hours, Professor Kulvinder Arora, akulvin@uic.edu
GWS 47230326 LCD,   GWS 47230327LCD   T 9:30 AM - 12:20 PM 

This course will examine the representation in popular films of women’s lives as they struggle for social justice in different parts of the world. We will examine the connection of feminism to counter-cultural movements such as anti-racism, communism, and/or anarchism. In this course, we will view several films that depict the lives of women in various historical and national contexts from Hollywood to Bollywood and beyond. While we will examine some Hollywood films, we will also discuss different genre conventions that operate in non-western cinemas such as Chinese, Latin American and African films.   We will also read film criticism as well as generating our own critiques of how well a film depicts its historical moment and how well it depicts gender, race, class and sexuality as they intersect with women’s lives. We will also read feminist and queer theoretical perspectives on spectatorship to understand how and why women are represented in the ways they are in films. Some of the films we will see are House of the Spirits, Fire and Like Water for Chocolate. This course is open to undergraduates and graduate students. 
