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Art History 471: 

Consuming Gods: Popular Religious Imagery in Modern South Asia
Instructor: Prof. Catherine Becker

W 6:00-9:00 303 HH  CRN 30066 Undergrad, 30212 Graduate
Pious and provocative, luminous and libidinal, adored and derided---the popular religious imagery of modern South Asia sits in the interstices between art, religion, politics, and consumption.  This seminar will examine the diverse interactions that shape and are shaped by this category of often mass-produced imagery, which is perhaps best characterized by its vibrant, highly saturated colors and its ubiquity.  Taking advantage of recent scholarship in the field of South Asian visual culture, we will examine topics ranging from the lithographs of the late nineteenth century to the computer screens of today, with special attention to the production of religious imagery in film.  Some of the questions we will consider include: how were prints engaged in the politics of resistance during South Asia’s colonial period?   How has popular religious imagery been used in the formulation of postcolonial national identities?  What is the role of popular imagery in the formation and promulgation of new religious movements?  Prior knowledge of South Asian art history is not required; all highly motivated students are welcome! 

