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Since the late 19th century, ideas of domesticity have changed quite radically as a near constant stream of architects, designers, celebrities and spokespeople have debated the form and function of the modern home. This course will explore the evolution of residential design from Art Nouveau to the present and will include popular figures and movements as well as iconic individuals within the modernist discourse. We will look at both Le Corbusier and Martha Stewart, the Weissenhofsiedlung and the Chicago Housing Authority, and Toll Brothers as well as the Villa Savoye. In exploring these subjects, students will be encouraged to consider not just the role of the architect but also that of the interior designer, housing contractor, appliance manufacturer, and, where applicable, the publicist. Above all, this course aims to offer a far-reaching exploration of the modern home as it is and as it could be.

