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The seminar Questions of Globalization in Contemporary Art will begin with an in-depth discussion of the ground-breaking shows in the context of comtemporary “global” art, such as Magiciens de la Terre (Paris, 1989) and The 2nd Johannesburg Biennal (Johannesburg, 1997). The first part of the class (the theoretical part), we will reflect upon concepts such as globalization, postcolonialism, multiculturalism, etc., with the aim to develop some conceptual tools for approaching art in these worldwide contexts beyond the hopelessly outdated binaries such as “West” vs “non-West.” Given the relative scarcity of methodological tools within the discipline itself, we will make use of interdisciplinary sources. The second part of the course (the practical part) will focus on contemporary art from those places on which there is qualified literature by now, such as Africa and China. I will propose case studies for class presentations in which you are expected to productively relate the texts from the syllabus to tangible works of art. The other requisite for this class is a research paper of 15 to 20 pages.
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