ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE HELLENISTIC WORLD

PROFESSOR JENNIFER TOBIN
(CL/AH 304) 

TR 9:30-10:45 

The era between 334 and 32 BC comprised three centuries that transformed the ancient world, as the old boundaries of East and West began to blur and break down. This course begins with the conquest of the East by Alexander the Great, following his footsteps from Macedonia to India, via Anatolia, the Levant, Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Persia.  As Alexander and his troops conquered these regions they carried Hellenic culture in their wake, effecting change in the art, architecture and society of these areas.  However, exposure to these venerable regions also changed Hellenic culture.  The focus of this course will be the nature of this change, where Hellenic society, one purely Greek in nature, becomes Hellenistic, one that is influenced by non-Greek elements. We will also examine how this hybrid society was absorbed by a new rising power in the West, Rome.
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