AH 207 Topics in Architecture, Art, and Design

Tuesday & Thursday 11:00-12:15    320 Stevenson Hall

Instructor Catherine Becker
Arts of China, Korea, and Japan

This introductory survey will examine six millennia of East Asian art: beginning with Neolithic ceramics and concluding with the burgeoning contemporary art of China, Korea, and Japan.  Lectures will present thematically linked case studies from this diverse and dazzlingly spectrum of artistic production.  Such themes will include the relationship between art and political power, the use of imagery in death rituals, the adoption and adaptation of Buddhism and its material culture, the creation of numinous landscapes in ink painting, and the circulation of mass-produced imagery.  We will investigate not only the dynamic exchange of ideas and objects between these three countries, but also the ways in which the arts of East Asia have been collected and studied in the United States.  As this class has no prerequisites, students will be introduced to the study of Asian cultures, art historical inquiry, and various modes of visual analysis.

