VISUAL ART of AFRICA:  AH270

Friday 2:00-5:00  107 HH

Instructor Deborah Stokes

Course Description:  This course is a general survey of the traditional art of Africa. Focusing on areas south of the Sahara, students will gain a broad knowledge of African forms, including figurative sculpture, masks, shrines, textiles, and body arts.  Students will acquire familiarity with the distinct styles of a diverse selection of ethnic groups and countries across the continent, while gaining a general understanding of the meaning and use of art in African societies via thematic analysis. 

         We will also consider the dislocation and presentation of African art in the West from the 19th century to present-day.  In the class we will investigate how the art of Africa has been categorized, interpreted, and displayed.  We will explore issues of how western cultural assumptions affected the presentation and interpretation of African objects in various museum settings, from anthropological to fine art, and debate the meaning of ‘authentic voice’.   Students are required to visit several local area museums and galleries (to be assigned by the instructor).  Class participation is essential and expected.   UIC’s Blackboard online learning environment will reinforce and enhance the course program, with a discussion board and other weekly announcements and assignments.  
