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This seminar discusses the contemporary architecture-culture of world cities, by raising epistemological and ethical questions in approaching the built environment of the so-called ‘non-Western’ cities. The first half of the seminar is reserved for theoretical arguments and historical case studies concerning cosmopolitan ethics, globalization, translation, Orientalism, colonization, and post-colonial studies. We will explore the cultural interactions brought by the circulation of (architectural) ideas, technologies and images, while making a conceptual distinction between cosmopolitan ethics and other forms of hybridization. The rest of the seminar concentrates on the contemporary culture of a number of cities from Africa and Asia as case studies, not to lay out a comprehensive account but to exemplify some of the crucial issues in more depth. Of particular interest is the necessity to redefine the task of the architect in the context of urban apartheid, rapid growth of unofficial settlements, political consequences of global flows on disadvantaged populations, and geographical distribution of power under globalization.  The students are expected to make a (group) presentation on one of the case studies, and write a research paper. 

