AH 460 Topics in Modern and Contemporary Art

Tuesday 2:00-5:00  303 Henry Hall

Instructor Catherine Becker
From Buddhism to Bollywood: Visual Narratives of South Asia
From The Simpsons to The Sopranos, from The Godfather to Grand Theft Auto, visual representations of narratives inhabit our daily lives.  In this seminar, we will examine stories from South Asia and their visual forms.  Thus, our investigation this semester will not be a comprehensive survey of South Asian art, but rather a selective sampling of narrative traditions.  We will begin with some of the earliest visual narratives from South Asia--sculptures depicting Buddhist tales.  We will consider Brahmanical narratives, with special attention to the Ramayaªa.  Folk traditions of pictorial storytelling and the illustrated manuscripts of Mughal and Rajput rulers will also be examined.  This course will conclude with a consideration of Bombay cinema.
As we look at this diverse group of images, we will investigate a number of questions.  Why are stories given visual form?  What are some of the possible functions of these stories?  How do narratives arise from and interact with their larger religious, political, and historical contexts?  How might interpretative strategies from Indian sources and contemporary theoretical frameworks help us make sense of these narrative forms?  
