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“The continuum is magnificent.  The peoples around the Mediterranean and over to the Gulf of Persia are really one animate being.”



--Jakob Burckhardt, Judgements on History and Historians, 1959, 23

This discussion-based seminar considers the Mediterranean region as an art historical, archaeological and historical entity.  Focusing on the 4th through the 15th centuries, is it accurate to consider medieval Mediterranean societies as “one animate being” living around this great sea, or rather multivalent groups linked and challenged by it?  We will look at the visual and material culture (architecture, art, everyday objects) of the (Latin) Western, Byzantine and Islamic peoples of the Mediterranean.  We will first look at recent scholarship of the historical geography of the Mediterranean (using among other resources Horden and Purcell’s The Corrupting Sea) and move on to evaluate specific sites of interaction around the Mediterranean, such as Islamic Spain, Norman Sicily, Byzantine North Africa, and Crusader Palestine.  Readings will draw on such theoretical considerations as colonialism, trade and multiculturalism.

This course is best suited to students with some background in art and architectural history, or related humanities fields: religion, history, archaeology and classics, and anthropology.  Assessment is by presentations, short essays and a term paper.
