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TOWARD NEW HISTORIES OF THE VISUAL ARTS: 1960 TO THE PRESENT

AH 511

Professor Woodman Taylor

University of Illinois at Chicago, Department of Art History

Spring 2005

Thursdays 6:00-9:00 PM

303 Henry Hall

Since the sixties, the discipline and practice of art history has been transformed through scholarship forging new ways to study and understand the operations of visual culture.  Our seminar will explore these initiatives toward new histories of the visual arts.  As these initiatives often cross-disciplines, at times synthesizing into multi-disciplinary approaches to the visual, our topics and relevant readings are taken from a number of different fields, including postwar Marxism and psychoanalytic theory, structuralism, post-structuralism, the “New Historicism,” postcolonial theory, multiculturalism, cultural studies, anthropologies of art, and theories of vision and visuality.  Class requirements include two-page summaries and enthusiastic discussion of readings for each seminar.  Students also will lead the discussion in two seminars and submit a final research or analysis paper.

