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AH 100: Introduction to Art and Art History
University of Illinois at Chicago
Fall 2006
Instructor: Sara Klein





Location: 319 Stevenson Hall
Office Hours: Mondays, 11 a.m.-12 noon 


Time: MWF, 10:00 – 10:50 a.m.
Office: UH811 (811 University Hall)


email: sklein1@uic.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class will cover “forms, meanings and purposes of art.”  There will be “discussion of techniques, styles, and content as well as historical and social contexts, in various media and cultures.”
TEXTBOOK  

Getlein, Mark. Gilbert’s Living With Art, 7th edition, with interactive CD-ROM (Required) 
ATTENDANCE POLICY  

Since we will often cover broad topics or issues in art and art history in a single class period, it is important that you do not miss classes, and that you arrive on time.  There are no “excused absences.”  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and what you need to prepare for the next class.  Copy class notes from another student, or call a fellow student to find out about any assignments not indicated on the syllabus.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING  

Students are expected to do all assigned readings before class so that they are prepared for quizzes and class discussions.  Your level of participation in discussions and other class activities will contribute to your final grade.  When reading, it helps to be an active reader, i.e. to take notes, and record any questions or remarks as they may arise during reading—please bring these questions or remarks to the next class to be addressed.  

The interactive CD-ROM that is packaged with the textbook provides additional tools for study and further exploration of assigned readings. 
Letter grades in this class will be based on a system of points earned, as follows: 

10 Quizzes = 100
4 In-class Activities = 100
2 Exams = 200

Final Project & Presentation = 100
Total possible points = 500

465-500 = A
450-464 = A-

435-449 = B+

415-434 = B

400-414 = B-

385-399 = C+

365-384 = C

350-364 = C-

300-349 = D

299 and below = F

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

  
Quizzes  10 quizzes worth 10 points each will be given over the course of the semester.  Each quiz will be related to the previous week’s reading and lecture material.  These quizzes will help you to review the material we cover, and to prepare for the exams that will be given during the semester.  Spelling will count for partial credit on quizzes and exams: if you are close enough, I will give credit for your response; you will get ½ credit for demonstration of a good effort. 
In-Class Activities  4 of these assignments worth 25 points each will be given over the course of the semester. You will be presented with a video, and will be expected to answer a brief question regarding the video.  As this will be an extemporaneous project, spelling and grammar will generally not be counted, but legibility is very important.  Make up assignments will not be given.
Exams  The 2 exams given over the course of the semester will each cover a separate section of material from the semester.  The first half of the semester will be spent discussing key concepts and elements in art; for the second half we will focus on specific periods and styles of art over the course of human history.  Refer to the course outline below for a more specific description of these sections. 
Exams will be worth 100 points each and may consist of any or all of the following: 

1) image identifications from those in the text and/or viewed in class, including: 

a) artist/architect if known

b) title

c) date within 50 years +/-

d) style/culture/period

e) a brief question regarding the importance of the image/object

2) multiple choice questions (you will have to choose the best answer out of the choices 

given—there may be multiple “correct” answers provided)

3) image comparisons including image identification and/or short essays
You will not need to memorize all of the images presented in class, but I will provide a study list of images before exams.  The interactive CD-ROM included with your text contains tools that will be helpful when studying for exams.
We will practice image comparisons and have other brief exam preparation activities in class before the exams.  Keep in mind that lists will not be accepted for essays on exams—you must write in complete sentences and organize your thoughts in a logical manner: beginning/introduction, middle/body, and end/conclusion.

Make-up exams may be scheduled at the discretion of the instructor.  If you must miss an exam, contact the instructor immediately to see if a make-up exam can be scheduled.  Waiting until the next class period to discuss a missed exam will result in the loss of your opportunity to take a make-up exam.

Final Project  At the end of the semester you will be expected to hand in a final project, which will be assigned about halfway through the semester.  For the final project I will ask you to design an art exhibition.  Exhibition topics must be approved by the instructor.  You will then give a short (approx. 10 minute) presentation on your final project. Complete details to come.  
Extra Credit Reports  You may earn extra credit by attending campus or local museum exhibits or lectures and writing a 1 page report on them: You will earn 5 points per event, for up to 3 events. (Reports must be in 12 point type, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins on all 4 sides.  Name, date and title do not count as part of the 1 page report length). 

Your report must include the date and the title of the lecture or exhibit that you attend.  Summarize the event you attend, and then answer the following questions: What did you find particularly interesting about this event (why did you choose to go to this event in particular)?  Give a brief critique of the event—did you learn something?; do you agree or disagree with the presentation of ideas or artworks; why?  Extra credit reports are due within 1 week of your attending an event or exhibit.

PLAGIARISM

  
UIC’s Definition and Policy on plagiarism, quoted from http://www.uic.edu/depts/engl/programs/1styearwriting/students/plagiarism.html:
A student who submits a paper which in whole or part has been written by someone else or which contains passages quoted or paraphrased from another’s work without acknowledgment (quotation marks, citation, etc.) has plagiarized. Maintain your integrity when completing assignments and be overzealous to give credit where it is due. If you ever are unsure about what constitutes plagiarism, ask your instructor.

Students who are found to have plagiarized work may be subject to various disciplinary actions, including a failing grade on a particular assignment, failure of the entire course, and possible expulsion from the university. In egregious cases, most instructors fail the student on the spot and file a complaint with Student Judicial Affairs. 

For more information about violations of academic integrity and their consequences, consult the web site of the UIC Office of Student Judicial Affairs at www.uic.edu/depts/sja/integrit.htm. 
COURSE OUTLINE


Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  You will be informed of any and all changes in a timely manner.
Week
Monday


Wednesday



Friday 
1
8/28 Intro to AH100

8/30 Chapter 1: Living

9/1 Chapter 2: What
                                                                     With Art



       Is Art?
2
9/4 LABOR DAY:

9/6 Chapter 2 cont’d


9/8 In-class Activity

      NO CLASSES

      




      
3
9/11 Quiz


9/13




9/15


        Chapter 3: Themes of Art – Sacred, Political, Historical, Social, Fantastical
4
9/18 Quiz


9/20




9/22 In-class Activity

        Chapters 4 & 5: The Vocabulary of Art ------------------------------------------
5
9/25 Quiz


9/27 Chapter 7: Painting

9/29 Chapter 8: Prints

         Chapter 6: Drawing
6
10/2 Quiz


10/4 Chapter 10: Graphic Design
10/6 Chapter 11: 

        Chapter 9: Camera Arts
         & Illustration

         Sculpture & Installation
7
10/9 Quiz


10/11 Chapter 12: Crafts

10/13 MIDTERM

        Chapter 13: Architecture
          EXAM REVIEW

             EXAM
8
10/16 



10/18



           10/20 In-class Activity

        Chapter 14: Ancient Mediterranean Worlds: Prehistoric Art, Mesopotamia, Egypt, 

                     The Aegean, Ancient Greece & Rome
9
10/23 Quiz


10/25




10/27 

 Chapter 15: Christianity

Chapter 16: The Renaissance in N. Europe & Italy

 & the Formation of Europe

FINAL PROJECT ASSIGNMENT GIVEN OUT
10
10/30 Quiz


11/1 Chapter 18: Islamic Art

11/3 In-class Activity

           Chapter 17: The 17th 


& 18th Centuries
11
11/6 Quiz


11/8 Chapter 20: The Americas
11/10 Chapter 21:

         Chapter 19: E. Asia





    The Modern World
Week
Monday


Wednesday



Friday 

12
11/13 Quiz


11/15




11/17 Chapter 22:

          Chapter 21 cont’d ----------------------------------------------
          Art Since 1945
13
11/20 Quiz


11/22



      11/24 THANKSGIVING:

           Chapter 22 cont’d ----------------------------------
          
    NO CLASSES

14
11/27 FINAL PROJECTS
11/29




12/1

          DUE; Presentations begin -------------------------------------------------------
15
12/4



12/6




12/8

        Final Project Presentations cont’d. ----------------------------------      EXAM REVIEW
Finals week: Final Exam details to come (place, time)
