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INTRODUCTION
AH 110 is a world survey of the history of art and architecture, and though it will concentrate on European art and architecture from pre-historic times through the Gothic period, it will also present the major parallel periods of non-Western art in Asia, Africa, and Meso-America.  Moreover, while the course generally proceeds chronologically, it will occasionally focus on representative themes within cultural periods.  

Since this course is probably the first of its kind for most of you, a major emphasis will be given to the traditional distinctions between artistic styles, that is to say, the characteristic and identifiable appearances common to works of art and architecture from the same culture, period or person.  Style, however, is a very broad and complex concept and can ( in fact,  must ( take in many non-visual factors.  Historical, religious, social, economic, climatic, geographic, and psychological elements, to name only the most obvious, must all be considered in an effort to understand stylistic identities and changes.  It is hoped that by the end of the semester you will be able not only to identify the essential characteristics of the art of many diverse cultures, but that you will have a good understanding of why that art took the forms that it did. 


SOME PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The lectures in 110 are given three times a week (MWF) at 12-12:50. While class attendance will not be taken in lecture, it is essential that you attend all the lectures.  The material will often be presented in ways not given in your text book and, though your textbook has many good illustrations, in lecture, and in your discussion sections, you will be shown additional views, details and color illustrations, as well as additional works of art.  For these reasons alone, it is very difficult to make up material missed in lecture and in your discussion sections.  In addition, since you will be graded by your Teaching Assistant, your weekly presence in the discussion sections is obviously to your advantage!   
The TEXT required for this course, Art History (revised 2nd edition), by Marilyn Stokstad, is on sale in the Book Store in Student Center East (SCE). In addition to your textbook, a number of  supplementary books have been placed on reserve for your use.  Among these are four other general survey texts that present much of the same material as your text book but that, of course, present it somewhat differently.  If you have trouble understanding something in this class, it is often quite useful to read a parallel text to have it explained in a slightly different way.   


EXAMS and GRADING 

There will be a short quiz IN YOUR DISCUSSION SECTIONS (in Week Three for Wednesday, Thursday or Friday sections, in Week Four for Monday or Tuesday sections), two mid-semester exams (in the regularly scheduled class lecture time) on Friday of Week 5 (  SEPTEMBER 29th  (  and Friday of Week 10  ( NOVEMBER 3rd . The Final Exam will be on Friday, the 15th of DECEMBER at 8:00-10:00 a.m., in our regular room.  (For those of you who are not aware of it, the final exam schedule for all courses can always be found on the University web site.)

The short quiz will count for 5% of your grade, the mid-term exams will count for 20% each, the paper 20%, and the final 30%.  The last 5% will be given for your class participation in your discussion sections.  Please note that this 5% can be important since it can mean the difference between two grades if you are a borderline case.  Grade-percentage equivalents are standard, i.e. 90% and above = A; 80% to 89% = B, 70%-79% = C, 60%-69% = D,  59% or below is failing. 


PAPER ASSIGNMENT 

There will be a short paper (assignment instructions beginning on p.10, below) that will be 1800-2400 words in length (roughly 6-8 pages, depending on printing font) and will count for 20% of your course grade.  NOTE: You papers must be handed in on time!  A Late paper  will be docked one half grade -- e.g., from a 92 [an A-] to an 87 [a B+] -- for each day it is late (this represents about a 5-10% cut for each late day).  NOTE!!! Do not make the mistake of failing to hand in a paper even if it is late since this will mean a ZERO on your grade record and, thus, the equivalent of a 20% drop (i.e., TWO full grades) in your course grade!!  Even a very late paper -- or for that matter, even an F -- is far better than getting a zero!  NOTE ALSO!! Although your grade will be based largely on the content of your papers, the quality of your writing will be an important factor.  While perfection is not expected, standard English usage and reasonable grammar and spelling are required.  If you know you have problems with your writing, seek help! (See pages 10-13 of the full syllabus for a complete discussion of the requirements for your papers.)
OFFICE HOURS (Prof. Munman)
I am usually available immediately after class or by appointment. I am frequently in my office, or the slide room (3rd floor, Jefferson Hall, next to Henry Hall), and I will be glad to speak to anyone about anything (even remotely) to do with the course.  If you wish to talk to me, you are more than welcome to make an appointment or take your chances and come by my office.  However, most, if not all, of your questions and concerns about the course should first be brought up with your Teaching Assistant, particularly questions of grading.  Note: the T.A. office  and my own are within the main department office, 302 Henry Hall (my phone is 996-5325; the Departmental phone is 996-3303; I prefer, however, that you reach me by e-mail, at munman@uic.edu). Your Teaching Assistants will arrange individual office hours.

