AH 207

Que Viva México: Modern and Contemporary Art of Mexico

Instructor: Amy Galpin

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12-1p.m. or by appointment

Contact information: akgalpin@yahoo.com, agalpin@depaul.edu
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Course Description: 
This course examines modern and contemporary trends in the visual culture of Mexico. 
Lectures begin with a brief overview of the history of art in Mexico. As we move through the history of Mexican visual culture we will ask: when does modernity begin and how do the political events of the nineteenth and twentieth century relate to the development of modern and contemporary art? In addition to the well-known traditions of murals, we will examine diverse artistic media, including: printmaking, ceramics, textiles, painting, architecture, installations, and performance art. Throughout the course, we will read two biographies on the iconic artists, Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo and compare the approaches taken by the authors of these books. The role of the individual and communities in the art making process becomes a reoccurring theme as we look at these artists’ works and many others. Other themes and analytical frameworks for the course are space, place, and performance.
Required Texts:
Héctor Aguilar Camín and Lorenzo Meyer, In the Shadow of the Mexican Revolution: Contemporary Mexican History, 1910-1989. Translated by Luis Alberto Fierro. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1993.

Hayden Herrera, Frida: A Biography of Frida Kahlo. New York: Harpers and Row, 1983.
Bertram Wolfe, The Fabulous Life of Diego Rivera. New York: Stein and Day, 1963.
Grade Breakdown:

Midterm 25% 

Final 25%

Final Paper 25%

Museum Paper 15 % 
Attendance/Participation 10%

Course Schedule:

August 28-Introductions
Reading Assignment: www.mesoweb.com
August 30-Pre-Columbian Art Past and Present
Reading Assignment: www.smith.edu/vistas/index.html
September 1-Remnants of Colonialism
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 1
September 4 Labor Day No Class
September 6-19th Century Landscapes
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp.3-41
September 8-Historical Narratives
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 42-58
September 11-Retablos and Costumbrismo
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 2
September 13-José Guadalupe Posada
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 59-85
September 15-Imagery of the Mexican Revolution
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 86-102
September 15-Dr. Atl
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 3
September 18-The Early Work of Diego Rivera
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 103-140
September 20-A Muralist Rises: Rivera in Mexico City
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 141-181
September 22-David Alfaro Siqueiros
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 261-296
September 25-José Clemente Orozco
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 297-340
September 27-The Later Work of Rivera
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 341-373
September 29-Taller Gráfica de Popular
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 374-390
October 2-The Photography of Tina Modotti
Reading Assignment: Wolfe, pp. 391-432
October 4-Manuel Alvarez Bravo
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 4
October 6-Surrealist in Mexico: Leonora Carrington and Remedios Varo
Review for Exam
October 9

MIDTERM

October 11-Morris Topchevsky and Alex Topp
Reading Assignment: Herrera, Preface and pp. 1-22
October 13-American Artists in Mexico Continued
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 22-44
October 16-The Early Work of Frida Kahlo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 47-77
October 18-Kahlo in the United States
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 78-113
October 20-Kahlo’s Major Works
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 114-132
October 23-Lola Alvarez Bravo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 133-160
October 25-María Izquierdo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 161-191
October 27-Fanny Rabel
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 192-214
October 30-The Legacy of Frida Kahlo
Edit your paper thoroughly
November 1-Mexican Art in Museum Spaces
Museum Paper Due
November 3-Transitioning From Mexicanidad
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 215--240
November 6-Rufino Tamayo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 241-268
November 8-Folk Art Traditions
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 269-294
November 10-Textiles
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 295-315
November 13-Ceramics
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 316-343
November 15-Graciela Iturbide, Flor Garduño, and Juan Rulfo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 344-379
November 17-Francisco Toledo
Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 383-432

November 20-Gabriel Orozco and Further Contemporary Traditions
Reading Assignment: Edit your paper thoroughly
November 22- Ana Mendieta in Mexico
Final Paper Due
November 24 Thanksgiving No Class

November 27- Guillermo Gomez-Peña

Reading Assignment: Herrera, pp. 433-440, acknowledgements
November 29-Contemporary Mexican Politics and Inspired Visual Culture
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 5
December 1-Latino Art in the U.S. Part I
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 6
December 4-Latino Art in the U.S. Part II
Reading Assignment: Camín and Meyer, Chapter 7
December 6-Popular Culture
Develop a few possible questions for the exam
December 8-Review
Review for Exam
FINAL EXAM, Thursday, December 14th, 8-10 am
Additional Information: 
The classroom is a space of mutual respect. Please turn off all cell phones when entering the classroom. Continued absences will negatively affect your final grade. Students will be expected to participate actively in class discussions.

Museum Paper Information:

Final Paper Information: 
The paper should be five full pages. In addition, a works cited page needs to be provided. Any evidence of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero. I am available to review drafts of your paper (please note: a review of you draft does not guarantee an A). Paper should be edited thoroughly. The Writing Center is a useful resource on campus. Please use MLA (which uses parenthetical citations) or Chicago Manual of Style (which involves the implementation of footnotes) formats when writing your papers. Papers that do not adhere to one of these formats will be deducted. I encourage you to begin the research for your papers as soon as possible. You should use the resources that are available to you: Inter Library Loan, JSTOR, and the Ryerson Library, as they apply to your chosen topic. Throughout the semester, I will assist with the development of your paper.
Possible paper topics:

The Architecture of Ricardo Legorreta

The Architecture of Luis Barragan

Photography of the Mexican Revolution

The Muralists and the Mexican Revolution

The Work of José Clemente Orozco

Images of Women as Envisioned by the Muralists

Contemporary Art of Gabriel Orozco

Performance Art of Guillermo Gomez-Peña

Mexican Cultural References in Hollywood Movies

Mexican American Artists in Chicago

References to Physical Geography in Modern Mexican Art

Flower Imagery in Modern and Contemporary Mexican Art

Ceramics of Oaxaca

Ceramics of Mata Ortiz

Contemporary Weaving in Mexico
Photography of Graciela Iturbide
Mexican Fine Arts Center Museum Visit (1852 W. 19th Street)

Mexicanidad
1.  Does the exhibition follow a chronological order?

2.  Find the work of Mario Castillo. Describe the work of art and offer a hypothesis that identifies the artist’s message.  

3.   Find the work of Esther Hernandez. Describe the work of art and offer a     hypothesis that identifies the artist’s message.

4. Please take advantage of being at the museum and walk through the gift shop.  The gift shop offers many examples of folk art. Furthermore, it is always interesting to examine what items a museum chooses to market to its audience. Select one item from the gift shop. Describe the item, guess at the intended audience, and explain why the museum might have chosen to sell this item.

5.   What are the strengths and weaknesses of the museum? What would you change about the exhibition?

Your paper should be three pages and incorporate responses to these questions. Also, use your creative responses to the museum experience in your paper.
SAMPLE TEST

3 Sections

I. Slide Identification

II. Short Answer

III. Short Essay

Slide Identification

1. Title:

Artist:

Date:

Significant Statement

2. Name of object:

Location:

Significant statement:
Short Answer

For each short answer offer a definition, example, and a statement of significance

Short Essays

There will be two to three essay questions asked on the exams. Each response should be at least two paragraphs. 

Name:
Major:

1. Why did you choose to take this course?

2. What classes have you taken with Latin American content?

3. What Art History courses have you taken?

4. Do you have any specific interests in the field of Mexican art?

