AH 235 - DESIGN IN ACTION: Fall 2006

U. of Illinois at Chicago, Dept. of Art History
Instructor: Lauren Weinberg
E-mail: lweinber@uic.edu   
Class meets Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Section 1: 10-10:50 am, 320 Stevenson Hall

Section 2: 1-1:50 pm, 319 Stevenson Hall 
Office hours: Fridays, 11:30 am -12:30 pm, 311 Henry Hall
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Can design change the world?  This course will explore how socially responsible design is improving housing, healthcare, and transportation; preserving the environment; combating discrimination; and challenging – or harnessing – corporate and political power. We will learn about both historical and contemporary practitioners as well as the theories that inspired them. By completing research assignments that will take you from the Daley Library to the streets of Chicago, you will learn how designers can have an individual, local, or global impact on the issues we address in class. Students will be expected to keep up with current events and become familiar with contemporary design publications. 

REQUIRED TEXTS: Course packet, available at Comet Press (812 West Van Buren Street) for approximately $32. (Recommended, but not mandatory: The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr., and E. B. White)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance and participation


20%

Written assignments



40%

Midterm exam




20%

Final exam




20%


Attendance at every class meeting is mandatory. If you are absent because of illness, please bring a note from your doctor to the next session. Two late arrivals (after the first ten minutes of class) will count as one absence. Five unexcused absences are grounds for an “F.”
Written assignments will be based on readings and/or lectures. You will have opportunities to revise your written work throughout the semester. 

The midterm and final exams will include short answer and essay questions. They will require you to identify and explain the significance of selected designers, works, and concepts we discuss in class. It may be helpful to review the PowerPoint presentations from each session, which will be posted on Blackboard, as you prepare for the exams.  

WEEK 1 – WHAT IS SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE DESIGN? – Aug. 28, 30, Sept. 1
Readings: “First Things First Manifesto 2000” and Michael Bierut’s “A Manifesto with Ten Footnotes,” Looking Closer 4: Critical Writings on Graphic Design, eds. Michael Bierut, William Drenttel, and Steven Heller (New York: Allworth Press, 2002) 5-6 and 26-31. [Handout.]
Topics: Introduction and overview of the course; William Morris; Modernism and “good design;” what is “bad design?”

WEEK 2 – DESIGN AND THE INDIVIDUAL/DESIGN FOR ALL? – Sept. 6, 8 

*Please note that there will be NO CLASS on Monday, Sept. 4th because of Labor Day.

Readings: Michael Sorkin, “Limping our way to universal design,” Architectural Record (April 2004), 85-86

Topics: Henry Dreyfuss; ergonomics; universal design; the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA); healthcare design; design and obesity.

WEEK 3 – DESIGN, INFORMATION, SECURITY, AND THE STATE – Sept. 11, 13, 15

Readings: Andrea Oppenheimer Dean, “The Nation’s Biggest Landlord Just Found Style,” Architectural Record (Vol. 188, no. 2, February 2000), 62-66; John Thackara, “Designers and the Age of Fear,” Interactions (November-December 2005), 36-38 [handout].

*In addition, visit www.360degrees.org (requires Flash), which offers photos, statistics, and interviews relating to the American prison system.

Topics: Russian Constructivism; Lester Beall and the Rural Electrification Administration; the US Federal Design Improvement Program; prison design; design and security.

*Please note: the exhibition Massive Change: The Future of Global Design opens at the Museum of Contemporary Art on Sept. 16. Sustainable Architecture in Chicago opens at the MCA on Sept. 9.

Week 4 – DESIGN AND PROTEST – Sept. 18, 20, 22

Readings: Naomi Klein, “Culture Jamming,” No Logo (New York: Picador, 2000, 2002), 279-302.

Topics: John Heartfield; Adbusters; culture jamming; the Guerrilla Girls; protest posters from the Vietnam War through today.

Week 5 – SUSTAINABLE DESIGN, PART I – Sept. 25, 27, 29 
Readings: William McDonough and Michael Braungart, Chapters 2 and 4, Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things (New York: North Point Press, 2002), 45-67, 92-117.

Topics: Green building, the USGBC’s LEED rating system, green products, biomimicry.

Week 6 – SUSTAINABLE DESIGN, PART II – Oct. 2, 4, 6

Readings: Janine Benyus, “How Will We Make Things?” Biomimicry: Innovation Inspired by Nature (New York: HarperCollins, 1997), 95-145.

Week 7 – DESIGN AND BUSINESS, PART I  - Oct. 9, 11, 13
Readings: Victor Margolin, “The Designer as Producer, Citizen Designer: Perspectives on Design Responsibility, eds. Steven Heller and Véronique Vienne (New York: Allworth Press, 2003), 159-164; and William Morris, “The Revival of Handicraft,” (1888) The Theory of Decorative Art, ed. Isabelle Frank (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000), 169-176.

Topics: Ray Anderson and Interface; corporate ethics; sweatshops and the fashion industry; contemporary views of advertising and consumption.

Week 8 – DESIGN AND BUSINESS, PART II – Oct. 16, 18, 20
Readings: Naomi Klein, “The Brand Expands,” No Logo (New York: Picador, 2000, 2002), 27-61; and The Economist’s editors, “The Case for Brands,” Looking Closer 4: Critical Writings on Graphic Design, eds. Michael Bierut, William Drenttel, and Steven Heller (New York: Allworth Press, 2002), 61-63. 
Please note: our midterm exam will be on Friday, October 20. 

Week 9  – DESIGN AND THE HOME – Oct. 23, 25, 27

Readings: Michael Sorkin, “More or Less,” The HOME House Project: The Future of Affordable Housing, ed. David J. Brown (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2004), 10-17.

Topics: Le Corbusier; Pruitt-Igoe and contemporary housing projects; contemporary prefabricated housing; the Rural Studio.

Week 10  – DESIGN, RACE, GENDER, AND CLASS, PART I – Oct. 30, Nov. 1, 3

Readings: Naomi Klein, “Patriarchy Gets Funky,” No Logo (New York: Picador, 2002), 106-124.

Topics: Tibor Kalman; gender- and culture-specific products; design and sexuality; diversity as a marketing strategy; gentrification

Week 11 - DESIGN, RACE, GENDER, AND CLASS, PART II – Nov. 6, 8, 10

Readings: Mike Davis, “Fortress Los Angeles,” Variations on a Theme Park: The New American City and the End of Public Space, ed. Michael Sorkin (New York: Hill and Wang, 1992), 154-180.

Week 12  – TRANSPORTATION AND URBAN PLANNING – Nov. 13, 15, 17

Readings: Jane Jacobs, “Introduction,” The Death and Life of Great American Cities (New York: Vintage Books, 1961, 1992), 3-25. 

Topics: Car safety; “green” vehicles; mass transit; bicycle usage in the US and other countries; suburbs and sprawl; New Urbanism.

Week 13 – LANDSCAPE AND COMMUNITY – Nov. 20, 22

*Please note that there is no class on Friday, Nov. 24th because of Thanksgiving.
Readings: Jane Jacobs, “The Need for Primary Mixed Uses,” The Death and Life of Great American Cities (New York: Vintage Books, 1961, 1992), 152-177.
Topics: Julie Bargmann and DIRT Studio; parks and public spaces; online communities; monuments and memorials. 

Week 14 – DESIGN AND THE WORLD – Nov. 27, 29, Dec. 1

Readings:  Paola Antonelli, “Design Like You Give a Damn: Interview with Cameron Sinclair,” Safe: Design Takes On Risk (New York: The Museum of Modern Art, 2005), 47-55.

Topics: Architecture for Humanity and other designers working in the developing world; Amy Smith and the MIT d-Lab; the Freeplay radio.

Week 15 – CONCLUSIONS – Dec. 4, 6, 8

FINAL EXAM:

Section 1: Wednesday, Dec. 13, 8-10 am.

Section 2: Monday, Dec. 11, 1-3 pm.
