AH 320 – ASIAN ARCHITECTURE

FALL 2006

MWF 9:00AM – 9:50AM

STEVENSON HALL 320 

Instructor: Sarita Heer

Office: University Hall 811

Office Hours: MW 12:00PM – 1:00PM

Email: sheer2@uic.edu
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

AH 320 is a course designed to examine the architecture of South, Southeast and East Asia. Major works of architecture as well as built environments and spaces will be discussed in depth. Other structures will briefly be examined. Iconography associated with different structures will also be considered. This course spans time from the ancient to the present.  TC \l1 "
REQUIRED TEXT:
Asian Art Edited by Rebecca M. Brown and Deborah S. Hutton
GRADES AND COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Points will be allocated for each assignment. Final grades for the course will be based on a number of points earned out of a total of 400 points:

360-400 = A range
320-359 = B range
280-319 = C range


240-279 = D range
0-239 = F range

ASSIGNMENTS: 

Two Exams During the Semester: Date: F Sep 22






        W Nov 1
The material to be covered on the exams will be discussed in class. While most of the material covered in class comes from your textbook, information discussed in class that is not in your textbook may also appear on the exam. Each exam will be worth 100 points. 

Final Exam: Date:  T 12 Dec 8AM – 10AM

The final exam for this course will be worth 100 points. It is not cumulative. 

Paper: Date:  M Nov 27

I will distribute guidelines and paper topics. The paper will be worth 100 points.

I expect students to participate in class discussion. If students do not respond to the material read for the class meeting, I reserve the right to give pop quizzes. 

ATTENDENCE POLICY:

The ability to grasp the knowledge and meet the expectations of this course, which are outlined in this syllabus, are not something that can be achieved simply by reading the assigned texts. With this in mind, it is understood that the student is expected to come to class everyday. But since we do not live completely in the academic world, I will allow you three absences during the semester. If you have more than three absences, I will lower your final grade by one letter grade for every additional day of class missed. Additionally, I will mark absent students who come to class late. 

POLICIES ON THE SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS:

Papers must be submitted on time. Assignments turned in late will be penalized in the following manner: the grade on the paper will drop one letter grade for every day it is late. I reserve the right to consider papers not turned in at the beginning of class as late. 

Do not expect any make up exams. I do not offer make up exams. If you are absent the day an exam is given, you will automatically receive a zero for the grade on the assignment you miss. If you miss an exam due to extenuating circumstances, you will be given an incomplete in the course and will be allowed to make up the work at an agreed upon date after the semester is over, so long as you have documented proof of the situation. Extenuating circumstances will be defined as the following: the student being hospitalized for an extended period of time, unjust incarceration or a death in the immediate family. 

Exam dates are clearly listed in your syllabus. I expect you to be on time for class, especially on exam days. If you decide to come to class late on the day of an exam, I will not give you additional time to take the test. 

OTHER POLICIES:

I come to class ready to work and give you my full, undivided attention when I am in the classroom. I expect the same from you. If you have a cell phone, beeper or any other electronic or non-electronic device that may cause a disruption in class, it must be turned off before you enter the classroom. If you choose not to comply with this policy and your device causes any disruptions or distractions, depending on the severity of the disruption, I will mark you absent. A disruption can include, but is not limited to: a beeper going off, a cell phone ringing, talking on a cell phone during class, playing video games in class and distracting noises emitting from any kind of electronic device or any person or entity.

PROPSED SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READING ASSIGNEMTNS (This is a proposed schedule. This means I reserve the right to make changes to the lecture, reading assignments and assignment due dates as need arises. If you do not show up to class on the day I announce a change, it is your responsibility to ask me about it).

M Aug 28
Introduction to course

W Aug 30
The Stupa

F Sept 1
Read “’The Great Ape Jataka’ and ‘Ruru-Jataka:’ Selections from the Jataka” pgs 21-29
M Sept 4
LABOR DAY (NO CLASS)
W Sept 6
Read “Excerpts from Borobudar” pgs 57-70
F Sept 8
Read “Excerpts from Angkor Wat: Time, Space, and Kingship” pgs 83-92

M Sept 11
Rock-Cut Architecture in India
W Sept 13
Read “Playful Ambiguity and Political Authority at the Large Relief at 

Mamallapuram” pgs 43-53
F Sept 15
The Hindu Temple
M Sept 18
Read “Reading Love Imagery on the Indian Temple” pgs 71-82

W Sept 20
Review for Exam 
F Sept 22
EXAM I
M Sept 25
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION – MEET IN DALEY LIBRARY

W Sept 27      Read “Excerpts from Making Merit, Making Art: A Thai Temple in 

                       Wimbeldon” pgs 147-166

F Sept 29        LIBRARY INSTRUCTION – MEET IN DALEY LIBRARY

M Oct 2 
Islamic Architecture in India
W Oct 4          Read “Orthodoxy, Innovation, and Revival: Considerations of the Past in 

                        Imperial Mughal Tomb Architecture” pgs 101-115
F Oct 6
Colonial Architecture in India
M Oct 9
Read “The ‘East-West’ Opposition in Chandigarh’s Le Corbusier” pgs 177-178 
W Oct 11
Post-Independence Architecture in India
F Oct 13         Read “Skyscraper Competition in Asia: New City Images and New 

                        City Forms” pgs 189-198

M Oct 16
Read “Ise Jingu” pgs 261-274
W Oct 18
Askuo and Hakuho Period Architecture in Japan
F Oct 20
Nara Period Architecture in Japan
M Oct 23
Heian Period Architecture in Japan
W Oct 25
Kamakura Period Architecture in Japan
F Oct 27
Read “Geomancy, Sacred Geometry, and the Idea of a Garden: Tenryu-ji Temple, Kyoto, Japan”


M Oct 30
Review for Exam

W Nov 1
EXAM II

F Nov 3
Momoyama Period Architecture in Japan
M Nov 6
The Japanese Tea House
W Nov 8
Read “Symbolic Virtue and Political Legitimination: Tea and Politics in the Momoyama Period” pgs 338-351
F Nov 10
Read “The Meaning of Western Perspective in Edo Popular Culture” pgs 

408-423
M Nov 13
Modern Architecture in Japan
W Nov 15
Read “A Magic Army for the Emperor” pgs 218-236
F Nov 17
Rock-Cut Architecture in China
M Nov 20
Read “The Mizong Hall of Qinglong Si: Space, Ritual, and Classicism in Tang Architecture”
W Nov 22
Read “Boundaries, Centres and Peripheries in Chinese Gardens”
F Nov 24
THANKSGIVING BREAK (NO CLASS)

M Nov 27
PAPER DUE

Read “Spatial Enclosures: The Idea of Interior Space in Chinese Painting”
W Nov 29
Read “A Celestial Battlefield: The Forbidden City and Beijing in Late Imperial China”
F Dec 1
Read “Excerpts from Chinese Imperial City Planning” pgs 362-375
Read “Letters from European Travelers about the Forbidden City” pgs 376-379
M Dec 4
Read “The Intended Perception of the Imperial Gardens of Chengde”
W Dec 6
Modern Architecture in China
F Dec 8
Review for Exam

T Dec 12 
8AM – 10AM FINAL EXAM

