
AH 370 – CHINESE VISUAL CULTURE

FALL 2006

MWF 11:00AM – 11:50AM

STEVENSON HALL 319 

Instructor: Sarita Heer

Office: University Hall 811

Office Hours: MW 12:00PM – 1:00PM

Email: sheer2@uic.edu
SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

AH 370 is a survey of the arts and architecture of China.  Pre-historic times through the present will be examined. 

REQUIRED TEXT:
Chinese Art and Culture by Robert L. Thorp and Richard Ellis Vinograd
GRADES AND COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Points will be allocated for each assignment. Final grades for the course will be based on a number of points earned out of a total of 400 points:

360-400 = A range
320-359 = B range
280-319 = C range


240-279 = D range
0-239 = F range

ASSIGNMENTS: 

Two Exams During the Semester: Date: F Sep 22






        W Nov 1
The material to be covered on the exams will be discussed in class. While most of the material covered in class comes from your textbook, information discussed in class that is not in your textbook may also appear on the exam. Each exam will be worth 100 points 

Final Exam: Date: TH 14 Dec 8AM – 10AM

The final exam for this course will be worth 100 points. It is not cumulative. 

Paper: Date:  M Nov 27

I will distribute guidelines and paper topics. The paper will be worth 100 points.

I expect students to participate in class discussion. If students do not respond to the material read for the class meeting, I reserve the right to give pop quizzes.

ATTENDENCE POLICY:

The ability to grasp the knowledge and meet the expectations of this course, which are outlined in this syllabus, are not something that can be achieved simply by reading the assigned texts. With this in mind, it is understood that the student is expected to come to class everyday. But since we do not live completely in the academic world, I will allow you three absences during the semester. If you have more than three absences, I will lower your final grade by one letter grade for every additional day of class missed. Additionally, I will mark absent students who come to class late. 

POLICIES ON THE SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS:

Papers must be submitted on time. Assignments turned in late will be penalized in the following manner: the grade on the paper will drop one letter grade for every day it is late. I reserve the right to consider papers not turned in at the beginning of class as late. 

Do not expect any make up exams. I do not offer make up exams. If you are absent the day an exam is given, you will automatically receive a zero for the grade on the assignment you miss. If you miss an exam due to extenuating circumstances, you will be given an incomplete in the course and will be allowed to make up the work at an agreed upon date after the semester is over, so long as you have documented proof of the situation. Extenuating circumstances will be defined as the following: the student being hospitalized for an extended period of time, unjust incarceration or a death in the immediate family. 

Exam dates are clearly listed in your syllabus. I expect you to be on time for class, especially on exam days. If you decide to come to class late on the day of an exam, I will not give you additional time to take the test. 

OTHER POLICIES:

I come to class ready to work and give you my full, undivided attention when I am in the classroom. I expect the same from you. If you have a cell phone, beeper or any other electronic or non-electronic device that may cause a disruption in class, it must be turned off before you enter the classroom. If you choose not to comply with this policy and your device causes any disruptions or distractions, depending on the severity of the disruption, I will mark you absent. A disruption can include, but is not limited to: a beeper going off, a cell phone ringing, talking on a cell phone during class, playing video games in class and distracting noises emitting from any kind of electronic device or any person or entity.

PROPSED SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND READING ASSIGNEMTNS (This is a proposed schedule. This means I reserve the right to make changes to the lecture, reading assignments and assignment due dates as need arises. If you do not show up to class on the day I announce a change, it is your responsibility to ask me about it).

M Aug 28
Introduction to course




Overview of Chinese Religions
W Aug 30
Read  “Prehistoric Roots: Late Neolithic Cultures” pgs 27-53

F Sept 1
Read “The Early Bronze Age: Shang and Western Zhou” pgs 55-87

M Sept 4
LABOR DAY (NO CLASS)
W Sept 6
Continuation of “The Early Bronze Age”
F Sept 8
Read “The Late Bronze Age: Eastern Zhou” pgs 89-117
M Sept 11
Continuation of “The Late Bronze Age”
W Sept 13
Read “The First Empires: Qin and Han” pgs 119-149
F Sept 15
Continuation of “The First Empires”
M Sept 18
 Read “The Age of Dharma: The Period of Division” pgs 152-183
W Sept 20
 Review for Exam 
F Sept 22
EXAM I
M Sept 25
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION – MEET IN DALEY LIBRARY

W Sept 27
LIBRARY INSTRUCTION – MEET IN DALEY LIBRARY
F Sept 29
Continuation of “The Age of Dharma”
M Oct 2 
Read “A New Imperial State: Sui and Tang” pgs 185-223
W Oct 4
Continuation of “A New Imperial State”
F Oct 6
Read “The Mizong Hall of Qinglong Si: Space, Ritual, and Classicism in Tang Architecture”
M Oct 9 
Read “Technologies and Cultures of the Song” pgs 225-277
W Oct 11
Continuation of “Technologies and Cultures of the Song”
F Oct 13
Continuation of “Technologies and Cultures of the Song”
M Oct 16
Read “Official, Personal and Urban Arts of the Yuan to Middle Ming” pgs 280-315
W Oct 18
Continuation of “Official, Personal and Urban Arts”
F Oct 20
Continuation of “Official, Personal and Urban Arts”
M Oct 23
Read “Women Painters of the Ming Dynasty”
W Oct 25
Read “Art Systems and Circulations: Late Ming to Middle Qing” pgs 318-365
F Oct 27
Continuation of “Art Systems and Circulations”
M Oct 30
Review for Exam

W Nov 1
EXAM II

F Nov 3
Continuation of “Art Systems and Circulations”
M Nov 6
Read “Culture Ethnicity, and Empire in the Work of Two 18th Century ‘Eccentric’ Artists”
W Nov 8
Read “A Celestial Battlefield: The Forbidden City and Beijing in Late Imperial China”


Read “Excerpts from Chinese Imperial City Planning” 
Read “Letters from European Travelers about the Forbidden City” 
F Nov 10
Read “The Intended Perception of the Imperial Gardens of Chengde”
M Nov 13
Read “Identity and Community in Nineteenth and Twentieth-Century Chinese Art” pgs 368-414
W Nov 15
Continuation of “Identity and Community”
F Nov 17
Read “Art and Political Expression in China at the End of the 20th Century”



Contemporary Art in China
M Nov 20
Read “Introduction: Screening China at the fin de siècle”
W Nov 22
Read “Introduction: Cinema and the National”



Read “Time and the National: History, Historiology, Haunting”
F Nov 24
THANKSGIVING BREAK (NO CLASS)

M Nov 27
PAPER DUE



Read “A Farewell to Arts: Allegory Goes to the Movies, ‘96”
W Nov 29
Farwell My Concubine or In the Mood for Love
F Dec 1
Farwell My Concubine or In the Mood for Love
M Dec 4
Farwell My Concubine or In the Mood for Love
W Dec 6
Visit to the Art Institute of Chicago

F Dec 8
Review for Exam

TH Dec 14 
8AM – 10AM FINAL EXAM

