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Alea jacta est: The Aesthetic of Chance
Syllabus

The seminar intends to investigate the use of chance in art and the preconditions that make it possible for artists to employ chance.  Questions that will be raised include: What happens historically to introduce chance into the realm of art? What are the implications, for artists and art historians, of the emergence of the aesthetic of chance? And, what role does it continue to play in contemporary aesthetic practices?  Moreover, how has chance come to operate in broad cultural terms?

The seminar will conduct research into the history and development of the aleatory as an aesthetic principle; the research to result in the draft of a map of the topic. Not only concerned with works composed according to the laws of chance, or the ways in which indeterminacy functions in the working methods of artists, the course also intends to look at the social and historical contexts wherein notions of randomness, luck and instantaneous transformation hold sway. 

Work of the Seminar
Students are required to read assigned texts, participate in seminar activities as they arise, and make active contributions to the seminar discussion.  

Participants will pursue independent investigations that result in reports to the group and written papers; research topics will be defined. Two papers will be required: Paper 1, 10-to-11 pages long,  due 10/11,  paper 2,  11-to-22 pages long, due 11/22

Grading

Grades will be based on the following formula:

Participation in class discussion & research:  40%

Paper 1:




25%

Paper 2:




35%

Attendance, completion of assigned readings and participation in the class discussion are mandatory.  Please contact me if you know in advance that you will be absent for any reason. 

TEXTS

REQUIRED

Lotringer/Virilio

The Accident of Art

ISBN:    1-58435-020-2

Publisher: Semiotexte/MIT

Yr/Ed:     2005

Paper

Kwinter, Sanford

Architectures of Time

ISBN:    0-262-61181-3

Publisher: MIT Press

Yr/Ed:     2002

Paper

Doane, Mary Ann

The Emergence of Cinematic Time

ISBN:    0-674-00784-0

Publisher: Harvard U. Press

Yr/Ed:     2002

OPTIONAL

Gamboni, Dario

Potential Images

ISBN:    1-86189-149-0

Publisher: Reaktion Books

Yr/Ed:     2002

Paper

Lears, Jackson

Something for Nothing

ISBN:    0-670-03173-9

Publisher: Viking

Yr/Ed:     2003

Paper

Virilio, Paul

Unknown Quantity

ISBN:    0500976252

Publisher: Thames & Hudson

Yr/Ed:     2003

Paper

WEB SOURCES

The Gambler
by Fyodor Dostoyevsky

www.gutenberg.org/etext/2197

Chance 
by Joseph Conrad



www.gutenberg.org/etext/1476
The Chain of Chance
by Stanislav Lem 
ww.lem.pl/english/dziela/katar/katarpl.htm

The Late Mattia Pascal by Luigi Pirandello 

gutenberg.net.au/ebooks03/0300381.txt

George Brecht, "Chance-Imagery" [PDF]

www.ubu.com
W.S. Burroughs “Origin and Theory of the Tape Cut-Ups”











www.ubu.com/sound/burroughs.html
Brion Gysin 
Various



www.ubu.com/sound/gysin.html
XEROX ARTICLES

Brion Gysin 


Back in No Time


Intro

Early Cut-up Experiments

About the Cut-Ups: “…A Project for Disastrous Success.” Cut-Ups Self-Explained.

Hans Richter


Dada Art and Anti-Art


Chance I

Chance II

Chance and Anti-Chance

Cabinet Magazine

Issue 19 Chance
David Serlin



Interview with Jackson Lears
Dario Gamboni

Stumbling Over/Upon Art

Javid Soriano 



Bet The House 

S. Archibald & C. Stephens

What’s Luck Got To Do With It?
J.L. Schroder 
Science, Heat and Time: Minimalism & Body Art in the Work of Chris Burden (in Chris Burden Beyond the Limits)
Paul Virilio 


Unknown Quantity
Allan Kaprow


Essays on the Blurring of Art and Life
The Legacy of Jackson Pollock  

Notes on the Creation of a Total 

Right Living

Noël Burch


Theory of Film Practice


Chance and its Functions
William B. Warner

Chance and the Text of Experience  


Reopening the Question of Chance
Calvin Tomkins


The Bride and The Bachelors





Marcel Duchamp

John Cage

Jean Tinguely

S. Gavlak & C. Kraus, eds. 
Chance the Catalogue




Jeremy Gilbert Rolfe


Not By Chance Alone





Fred Dewey

Chance and Chanceism 





6 Questions About Chance: Rosanne Allucquere Stone

L. Lippard, ed. 


Surrealists on Art




Marcel Duchamp 


The Creative Act





Wolfgang Paalen



from Surprise and Inspiration 





The Abridged Dictionary of Surrealism: selected definitions 

Theodore Adorno


The Stars Down to Earth: 

The Los Angeles Times Astrology Column




Theses Against Occultism

Libero Andreotti  

October 91 Winter 2000


Play-tactics of the Internationale Situationniste

Liz Kotz



October 95 Winter 2001


Post-Cagean Aesthetics and the “Event” Score
Guy Debord


Theory of the Derive

Two Accounts of the Derive
Mirella Bandini 


Surrealist References 
Dalia Judovitz


Unpacking Duchamp: Art in Transit 


The Mainspring of the Future: Playing the Field
Wolfgang Schivelbusch

The Railway Journey 



Chap. 8 The Accident

Chap. 9: Railroad Accident… Traumatic Neurosis

Excursus The History of Shock

Chap. 10: Stimulus Shield….

Lears Jackson


Something for Nothing: Luck in America


Intro & Chap. 7

M. Eigen and R. Winkler

Laws of the Game


Chap’s. 1/2/3/18
Michael Kimmelman 

The Accidental Masterpiece



Intro

The Art of Maximizing Your Time
Ben Highmore, ed.

The Everyday Life Reader


Sigmund Freud

Parapraxes

Roland Barthes

 Plastic

Siegfried Kracauer

Boredom

Henri Lefebvre

Work and Leisure in Everyday Life

Stephen C. Foster, ed. 

Event”  Arts and Art Events



Craig Adcock

Marcel Duchamp’s ‘Instantanés 

Paul Virilio 


A Landscape of Events


The Accident Museum 

James Der Derian
,ed.

Virilio Reader 



Continental Drift 
David Sylvester


The Brutality of Fact: Interviews w/ Francis Bacon 

Ben Singer


Melodrama and Modernity  

Chap. 3 “Sensationalism and the World of Urban Modernity” 

Henri Lefebvre 


Critique of Everyday Life  

Foreword 

Benjamin H.D. Buchloh 

& Judith F. Rodenbeck 
Experiments in the Everyday: Alan Kaprow and Robert Watts



Benjamin H.D Buchloh 



Robert Watts: Animate Objects-Inanimate Subjects
Robert A. Sobieszek

Ports of Entry: William S. Burroughs and the Arts

Daniel Spoerri


An Anecdotated Topography of Chance




Appendix II: Development of the Snare-Picture

AH 460 RESERVE LIST

Architectures of time : toward a theory of the event in modernist culture / Sanford Kwinter.
	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: NA682.M63 K89 2001


Chance and the text of experience : Freud, Nietzsche, and Shakespeare's Hamlet / William Beatty Warner. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Reading Room/1st floor
	Call Number: PR2807 .W28 1986


Compulsive beauty / Hal Foster. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Reading Room/1st floor
	Call Number: N6494.S8 F66 1993


Femmes fatales : feminism, film theory, psychoanalysis / Mary Ann Doane. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: PN1995.9.F44 D6 1991


On abstract art / Briony Fer. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: N6494.A2 F47 1997


Randomness / Deborah J. Bennett. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: QA273.15 .B46 1998


Something for nothing : luck in America / Jackson Lears. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: HV6715 .L415 2003


Taming of chance / Ian Hacking. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Reading Room/1st floor
	Call Number: BD595 .H33 1990


Unknown quantity / Paul Virilio. 

	Library Location: Daley Library - Reserve Desk/1st floor
	Call Number: NX650.D57 V57 2003


1

