         HISTORY OF COLLECTING AND MUSEOLOGY

  AH 480         Fall,  2006         David M. Sokol,  Professor

  DAY              TIME                 ROOM

  Mondays and     2:00 ‑ 4:00         209 JH

  Wednesdays

Field experiences will begin promptly at 2:30, at the site of the visit, unless you are instructed otherwise in advance.

OFFICE         CONTACT                      OFFICE HOURS

206, HH       [off.]  312  996‑2607        M & W: 10:30 ‑  Noon                                               and by appointment

              [home]  708 848‑1731      

              [fax]   312 413‑2460

              [e‑mail] dmsokol@uic.edu      

This course has three major components:

1‑ the history, current state of, and issues in the patronage of the  visual arts.

2‑ an introduction to the profession of MUSEOLOGY. 

3‑  Exhibition organizing. 

Both the readings and the  lecture/discussions will address the various aspects, with the reading  more heavily directed to patronage and the classroom and field trip lectures oriented more to the latter two.  

We will trace the different forms of collecting ‑ primarily in the  Western world ‑ and note the evolution of forms and taste in the area  of patronage.  The growth and development of institutions allied  with patronage will be explored: museums,

galleries, private and  corporate collections, auction houses, government patronage.   There will be a primary emphasis on the American experience, with a careful examination of current forms of patronage and institutional  structure, and an ongoing consideration of professional opportunities.

A discussion of ongoing issues and challenges to museums and museum  professionals will be woven into the material, and will form part of  our final discussion and exploration of future directions.  These include issues of cultural patrimony, conservation, site-specificity, etc.

REQUIREMENTS

  ‑ Class attendance is critical, and attendance for the field trips is  absolutely mandatory.  Missing a trip would affect your grade adversely.

‑ Read assigned material each week.

‑ Prepare a one page critical commentary of each reading assignment and  explore any questions raised by the material.  These will not be accepted if late.

‑ Participate in class discussions.

‑ Develop a concept and prepare the proposal for a site‑specific exhibition (see guideline).

‑ Make a brief class presentation and update on your exhibition idea  and explain the challenges and problems you are encountering.

‑ The final examination will ask you to incorporate and integrate material from

the reading, class, & field lectures.

READINGS

All readings will either be in the form of a course packet or on  reserve at the Reserve Desk in the Library; additional copies will be found at the library of the AIC, at many of the other major university  libraries in the area, and at some of the larger and better stocked suburban libraries.

GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

‑ Your written assignments must be typed [word ‑ processing is best, in case you need to make corrections for a rewrite].

‑ Spelling, punctuation, and good grammar are all important parts of your written presentations; your grade will reflect the quality of your  writing.

‑ When writing a critique, please try to concentrate on the substance  of the argument, rather than referencing the illustrative  examples.  Don't be shy about either criticizing the author's  presentation or raising questions you think were

left unanswered.   Graduate students are expected to be more analytical in their comments.

‑ Both your preliminary proposal and final project should be presented as clearly and thoroughly as possible.

GRADING AND EVALUATION 

Your grade will be comprised of the following elements:

‑ Written summaries, 40 %

‑ Class participation, 10 %

‑ Exhibition proposal and project, 30 %

‑ Final examination, 20 %

Other than expecting a greater level of analysis in the written  critiques, there is no difference in the requirements for undergraduate  and graduate students.  However, the graduate students will be  held to a higher qualitative standard.

