AH207:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visual Communication Systems in the Indigenous Americas
University of Illinois-Chicago, Fall 2006

Departments and Course Info.
Art History 207, 3 hours
CRN 25900 and 25901 (Honors)

Class time and location: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:00-10:50am, Henry Hall 107
Instructor
Catherine Burdick

Office hrs. Wed. 11am- noon and by appointment, Henry Hall 211A
Office phone:
312-996-5975

email : cburdi2@ uic.edu, catherineel@yahoo.com






Course Orientation

Long before Europeans settled the Americas, indigenous peoples developed sophisticated methods of visual communication with which to express themselves and order their world. What is so fascinating about these systems of communication and why should they be studied? By creating communication systems which ranged from images to hieroglyphics, the indigenous cultures of North, Meso, and South America innovated a diverse body of artwork, writing, and other material goods which allowed them to express a variety of kinds of information such as social identity markers, accounting records, and narratives. Under European colonialism, indigenous systems underwent drastic changes. New materials were introduced and European styles and alphabets were integrated while some indigenous elements were maintained. Many questions about the art and writing remain unanswered: Why were the Nasca lines constructed? How did a khipu work? Can Maya hieroglyphs be fully deciphered? What indigenous traits survived European contact? While definitive answers to such questions are perhaps elusive, their examination is important for the appreciation of the accomplishments of magnificent civilizations, and essential for the comprehension of the history of the Americas.

Course Goals

This course will move beyond aesthetic and formal analysis of art objects to consider the ways that indigenous works were also sophisticated communication tools. The study of these works promises to reveal that their makers were not passive products of their environment, but rather were active innovators of expressive and informative materials which enhanced their world. We will embark on this consideration at a moment when new ideas promise to overturn many of the grounding premises upon which the Americas have traditionally been studied. 
     A sample of topics includes the mysterious Nasca lines, the Maya hieroglyphic system, the continuation of Aztec pictorial practices after European arrival, and the Plains ledger book. In addition, we will investigate western notions of text and imagery and discuss the relevance of such notions to indigenous systems. We will also explore new studies, archaeological finds, and museum exhibitions which challenge conventional ideas about the indigenous Americas. In class we will present images of indigenous art and writing, discuss the course readings and museum exhibitions, and investigate individually chosen research topics.
Requirements

Participation in class discussion is mandatory and should convey engagement with the assigned readings. Attendance is essential, and no more than four unexcused absence will be permitted without serious consequences in terms of the attendance grade. For excused absences, documentation explaining the absence may be required.


A 7-8 page research paper on the topic of your choice is required for this course. The topic may be chosen from a posted list or may be developed by the student with my approval. In addition, a required short presentation (5-10 minutes) of the research topics will take place at the end of the semester. The research paper, if handed in late, will be graded down 1/2 of a grade for each day late (i.e. A would become a B+, etc.). In an emergency I will accept a copy of your paper via e-mail to be followed by a paper copy.

The course materials are a series of readings which will be placed weekly on Blackboard, and it is the responsibility of the student to access and copy them. I urge students to do so at the UIC libraries, where you will be able to access your allotted copy funds. There are no required books for the course, but I will provide a list of recommended background readings which will be placed on reserve in the library. In addition, you should regularly (once or twice a week) log on to your Blackboard account to check for announcements and participate in discussions as well as to view your grades.

Plagiarism of the work of others, including copying/pasting from the internet, is a serious offense which will result in the offender’s immediate failure of the course and notification of the university. It is the responsibility of the student to request assistance with correct citation before work is handed in. 
Course Grading
Attendance and participation

15%






Research Paper


25%

Short presentation


  5%

Midterm Exam


25%

Final Exam



30%

TOTAL


          100%


Course Schedule (subject to revision)
Week 1: August 28, 30, September 1
Introduction, Background Material
Week 2: (September 4 – Labor Day Holiday, no class) September 6, 8
Contemporary Issues in the Americas, Text and Image
LAST DAY TO ADD A CLASS FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 8
Week 3: September 11, 13, 15
South America: Introduction, Nasca Lines, Paracas Textiles
Week 4: September 18, 20, 22
South America: Quiche, Inka and the Khipu
Week 5: September 25, 27, 29
South America: Colonialism, Guaman Poma, Art Institute
Week 6: October 2, 4, 6
Mesoamerica: Introduction, Olmec
LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A "W" FRIDAY OCTOBER 6

Week 7: October 9, 11, 13
Mesoamerica: Maya, Aztec
Week 8: October 16, 18, 20
Mesoamerica: Colonial Aztec
Midterm Exam: Monday, October 16
Week 9: October 23, 25, 27
Mesoamerica: Colonialism, Newberry Exhibition
Research Paper Topic due Monday, October 23

Week 10: October 30, November 1, 3
North America: Introduction, Mound Builders
Week 11: November 6, 8, 10
North America: Northwest Coast
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE November 6
Week 12: November 13, 15, 17
North America: Southwest
Week 13: November 20, 22 (November 24 Thanksgiving break)
North America: Plains Histories, Winter Counts, Ledger Books and Ft. Marion
Week 14: November 27, 29, December 1
Paper Due Monday, November 27
Presentations
Week 15: December, 4, 6, 8

Review, Summarize, Discuss
Final Exam: Wed, Dec 13 8:00am-10:00am
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