University of Illinois at Chicago

Chancellor’s Committee on the Status of Blacks


CCSB DECEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 

DECEMBER 9, 2008 

Minutes

Meeting called to order: 12:10 pm




Attendees: 16 members present

I. Introductions and Welcome

II. UIC Statement of Commitment to Blacks


Wells sent the statement of commitment to the Interim Chancellor. The Interim 

Chancellor will send it to the Dean’s Council lawyers. Wells will receive a possible revision in a few weeks. Wells believes that this document will be on the new Chancellor’s agenda.

III. Plan to Welcome the New Chancellor

White was charged with inviting Chancellor Allen-Meares to the Black History Maker’s Event on February 25, 2008 however a scheduling conflict precludes her attendance. White will try to get the new Chancellor to briefly attend the kick off the Black History Maker’s Event. Also, due to lack of funding there will be no external keynote speaker for the Black History Maker’s Event. At first, Bell suggested Haki Mahubuti as a potential keynote speaker and Bell would reach out to Mahubuti directly. Bell said that he and/or Mahubuti would provide the keynote address.
IV. Scholarship Fund to Honor Dr. James Griggs 
No Report

V. Diversity Advisory Committee

Wells stated that Orgain was present at the last meeting and that work has begun towards defining the word diversity for the UIC campus.


VI. Underrepresented Faculty Mentoring Program 

No Report
VII. Black and Latino Research Forum

Wells said that as of now the Black and Latino Research Forum is being planned by the Urban Health Program in the Graduate College. UIC is in partnership with ICBCHE, Chicago State University, Chicago Public Schools and the Illinois Task Force on the Condition of the Black male to coordinate a series of events on this topic that will take place throughout the entire month of April. The event is scheduled to happen at UIC on April 9th & 10th and will target specifically college-aged students. Toney mentioned that Bill Curtis will narrate the documentary about the history of African American and Latino educators in Illinois.
VIII. Subcommittee Reports

A. Student Subcommittee




No Report

B. Faculty Subcommittee


No Report

C. Civil Service Subcommittee
White reported that the subcommittee met and are revising their mission statement. They are working to create a forum for civil service workers and developing a questionnaire for them to express their concerns in the workplace.

D. Research and Strategic Planning Subcommittee

Toney reported that there will be a series of conferences on the plight of African American men in Illinois on April 10th and April 17th at UIC that will deal with the policies and issues that are barriers for African Americans to succeed. There will be press releases to remind the public. 

E. Academic Professional Subcommittee
No Report
IX. New Business


Riggins will send out an email to request volunteers to plan an event for Black women during the Women’s Heritage Month in March. The event planners asked CCSB, among other organizations on campus, if we would like to take part in hosting an event that celebrates women. Wells suggested hosting an event that celebrates Black women. 

Toney mentioned that the Diversifying Higher Education Faculty in Illinois (DFI) was refunded by the Governor which includes a $20,000 annual stipend for African American and Latino minorities interested in pursuing careers in higher education (Teaching and/or Administrative positions).

Wells discussed preparing for a CCSB year-end social event and will begin to make plans in January.

Simpson reported that there will be an Application Workshop Event for high school students on January 13th in the Student Center East Building. Organizers anticipate approximately 300 high school students will attend.
Adjourned:  12:57 PM

Next Meeting: Date: January 13, 2009, 12:00-2:00pm, University Hall Rm. 950 Respectfully Submitted,
Reginald Riggins

CCSB Graduate Assistant
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