
University of Illinois at Chicago College of Engineering 
Paul Chung Distinguished Lecture Series invites you to join 

 

Two Billion Cars: Is it Sustainable? 
 
 

By 
 

Dr. Dan Sperling 
University of California, Davis 

 
March 1st, 2010, 3:30-4:30pm 

2 Lecture Center Building F (LCF) 
807 S. Morgan Street, Chicago, IL 60607 

 
(Co-hosted by Department of Civil and Materials Engineering, College of Engineering, and the 

Institute for Environmental Science and Policy at UIC) 
 

Abstract 
The world is headed toward two billion vehicles. Is this sustainable? Not without transforming 
vehicles, fuels, and transportation generally—not only in the U.S., but virtually everywhere. 
Professor Sperling will examine the roots of the problem: the resistant auto industry, 
dysfunctional oil markets, shortsighted government policies, and unmotivated consumers. He 
will focus on the role of innovation and policy in bringing about low carbon fuels, electric-drive 
vehicles, socially-responsible behavior, enhanced mobility services, and low-carbon cities. He 
will also address the role of research in the policy process and the phenomenon of experts rarely 
being leaders.  
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has served on 12 National Academies committees, including and a recent member of 13 National 
Academies committees on Energy Efficiency, Gasoline Taxes, Hydrogen, Transport in China, 
Biomass Fuels R&D, Sustainable Transportation, and related topics. Dr. Sperling was selected as 
a National Associate of the National Academies, and recently chaired the Future of Mobility 
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