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Biocultures Graduate Student Conference, November 16-17, 2007


(Updated 11.10.2007)

THURSDAY, November 15


7:00pm – 9:00pm………… Informal Welcome 

Elephant & Castle Pub and Restaurant

111 W. Adams (attached to Club Quarters)
FRIDAY, November 16

8:30am Registration begins
9:30am – 9:45am………… Welcome 

    Student Center East, Room 605
Prof. Lennard J. Davis, Director, Project Biocultures 

*ALL PANELS TAKE PLACE AT UIC, STUDENT CENTER EAST 

10:00am -11:15am 

SESSION ONE
PANEL 1: THE TRANSSEXUAL AND INTERSEX BODY IN MEDICINE AND CULTURE                                  

Room 603

Moderator: Nadya Pittendrigh, UIC
1. “Between the Two of Us: Reading the Intersexed body in Is It a Boy or a Girl?” - Linda Edwards, University of Syracuse
2. “Perverse Passage: Transsexual Pornographic Films and the Erection of Neoliberal Citizenship” - Michael David Franklin, University of Minnesota
Panel 2:  Biocultural Perspectives
              

   

Room 605

Moderator: Scott McFarland, UIC
1. “From Biopolitics to Cerebropolitics—The Fate of the Body in Times of Cognitive Capitalism” - Mathias Nilges, UIC
2. “Biocultures: Beyond Nature and Artifice” - Jonathan Pfeiffer, California Lutheran University
3. “Naturecultures of the Third Millennium” - Michelle Garvey, San Diego State University
Panel 3: HISTORY OF MEDICINE
                

   

ROOM 613

Moderator: Meg King, UIC
1. “Communicating the Disease: William Buchan's ‘Domestic Medicine’ and the American Revolution” - Andrew Wehrman, Northwestern University
2. “Deaf Futurism and the History of Cochlear Implants” - Mara Mills, Harvard University
3. “Disability Rights, Bioethics, and Bridge Building: A Disabilist-Feminist Perspective” - Sharon Lamp, UIC
11:30am -12:45pm 
SESSION TWO
Panel 1: THE DISABLED BODY 
              
            

Room 713

Moderator: Ryan Parrey, UIC 

1. “Spirits in the Medical World: The Spectral Materiality of Disability in Lars von Trier’s The Kingdom” - John Philip Rieder, University of California, San Diego 

2. “Degrees from Normal: Down Syndrome as an Identity Crisis” - Kelly George, Emerson College 

3. “Cyborgs for Sale: Mediating the Disabled Body/Machine Interface in the iBOT” - Emily Smith, University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Panel 2: RHETORICS OF REPRODUCTION
        
            

Room 603

Moderator: Cynthia Barounis, UIC 
1. “One a Day, At the Proper Time: Kairos and the Discipline of Birth Control”-Jen Cellio, Miami University
2. “Postfeminism, Infertility, and the Power of Choice” -Alex Bevan, Northwestern University
3. “‘Not Pro-Life, Not Pro-Choice’: The Rhetoric of Abortion Recovery”-Heather Brown, University of Maryland
Panel 3: SKIN, SCARRING AND COSMETIC SURGERY                

Room 605

Moderator: Mathias Nilges, UIC
1. “Disability and the Cosmetic Surgery Patient”-Carrie Gray, Yale University
2. “Scars as Visual Metaphor for the Body in Process”-Emmett Ramstad 
3. “Imagining ‘the Human Face’” -Gretchen Riordan, Macquarie University

Panel 4: EVOLUTION AND THE HUMAN/ANIMAL DIVIDE 

       
   

Room 613

Moderator: Scott McFarland, UIC
1. “The Human/Animal Boundary:  A Call for Open Borders” - Lee Hall, Friends of Animals

2. “The Human Inventory of Innate Ideas: An Evolutionary Model of Utopian Narrative”-Caren Walker, University of Chicago
3. “Debbie Does Darwin: An Evolutionary Look at Pornographic Film” -Jo Lynn Pack, University of Louisiana at Lafayette
1:00pm – 1:45pm  Lunch & Lecture, Room 605:   

Nicole Anderson, “Eating the Other: Deconstructing the Ethics of Cannibalism”

* box lunches will be provided for registered participants

1:45pm – 3:00pm 
SESSION THREE
Panel 1: MONSTROUS BODIES: THE GOTHIC, THE GROTESQUE & THE AVANT-GARDE  

                                          

Room 713

Moderator: James Pate, UIC

1. Bioculture and the European Avant Garde: Male Birth Fantasies and Evolution Theories” - Christine Kanz University of Texas – Austin 

2. “Reproducing the World: Childbearing, the Grotesque, and Elaine Scarry's The Body in Pain” - Danielle Pafunda, University of Georgia
3. Postmodern Monsters: The Gothic Poetry of Sylvia Plath and Aase Berg” - Johannes Gorannson, University of Georgia

4. “Monster Babies”  -Carrie Messenger, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Panel 2: TRANSNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS                 

  

Room 603

Moderator: Surbhi Malik, UIC
1. “Plastic Surgery's Travels: Cosmopolitanism, Blackness, and Dr. Jack Penn’s The Right To Look Human”-Andrew Mazzaschi, Rutgers University 
2. “ ‘The Bridging of Two Cultures’: The Spread of Western Science in Colonial India (1910-1940)”-Deepanwita Dasgupta, University of Minnesota 

3. “Chinese Cultural Motivation for Biomedical Advancement”-Joy Yueyue Zhang, London School of Economics

Panel 3: ENVISIONING FUTURES FOR PSYCHOCRIPS         
  

Room 613

Moderator: Steve Buttes, UIC
1. “An Introduction to Psychocrip Theory” -Richard A. Ingram, Ryerson University

2. “Incurable Psychocrips” -Jiji Voronka, Ryerson University
3. “Another Beautiful Mind: The Canadian Court Case of Professor Scott Starson” -Lucy Costa, York University

3:30pm – 5:00pm

Keynote Address

“Bees, Bio-Pirates and the Queer Art of Cross-Pollination”
Prof. Judith Halberstam
University of Southern California

Room 605

Reception 7:00pm – 9:00pm

@ Jaks Tap

901 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 60607

8:00 PM BIOCULTURES POETRY READING 
Johannes Gorannson 

Danielle Pafunda

Daniel Borzutzky
Complimentary Appetizers
SATURDAY, November 17
8:30 – Registration Begins 

9:00am – 10:45am    SESSION ONE
Panel 1: THEORIZING THE POLITICAL BODY                                   

Room 603

Moderator: Ryan Parrey, UIC
1. “Dying Is Not Permitted’: Feeding Tubes and Guantanamo”  -Karena Kyne, Trent University

2. “Living Death in Liberal Democracy:  Suicidal Sovereignty in Ramon Sampedro’s Letters From Hell”  -Harold Braswell, Emory University

3. “Ban and Sacrifice:  A Consideration of Non-interaction Between the Homeless and the Non-Homeless” -Roxanne Pilat, University of Illinois at Chicago

4. “Landscaping Industry in Chicago: Masculinity, Economy and Work” -Sergio Lemus, University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign 
Panel 2: BODIES AND TECHNOLOGIES                                   

Room 605

Moderator: Sneza Zabic, UIC
1. “From Tap Shoes to Grenade Launchers: Implications of Prosthetics in Pop Culture on Conceptions of Bodies and Technology” - Amanda Booher, Clemson University 

2. “Combat Zoologies: At the Intersection of Geopolitics and the Molecular”- Elizabeth R. Johnson, City University of New York 
3. “Sex, Cars, and Zombies: The Panopticon of Cultural Paranoia” - Erica Bernheim, University of Illinois at Chicago

Panel 3: QUEERING SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL DISCOURSE  
   

Room 613

Moderator: Mike Gill, UIC 

1. “Written on Several Bodies: Examining Ideologies of Gender, Sexuality, and Ability in Jeanette Winterson’s Work” -Dominika Bednarska, University of California – Berkeley

2. “Amnesiacs and Queers: Disciplining Science in Octavia Butler’s Fledgling” - Marie Draz, DePaul University

3. “The Facts of Life: Kinship and Commercial Surrogacy”  - Dean Murphy, University of New South Wales
11:00am -12:15pm 
SESSION TWO
Panel 1: EUGENICS, SCIENCE, AND RACE                      

Room 603

Moderator: JoAnne Gruba, UIC
1. “Passing Through the Senses: Contamination in William Faulkner’s Light in August” -Meg King, UIC

2. “Disability, Race, and Nation in W.E.B. Du Bois' The Souls of Black Folk”-Emily Cameron, Carleton University

3. “The Positive Power of Negative Eugenics: Sex, Race, Disability, and Desires for Normalcy” -Ryan Cartwright, University of Minnesota 
Panel 2: PRODUCING RESISTANCE: CAPITALISM AND FOOD 
      

Room 613

Moderator: Neslihan Sen, UIC 

1. “‘Glorified Guerrilla Gardening’: The Ironies of Urban Agriculture” -Caroline Gottschalk-Druschke, UIC

2. “Coffee to Go: Time, Technology, and Disposable Culture”-Beth Washburn, York University (Toronto)

3. “Spies, Flies and Sabotage: Genuinely Modifying the Future”-Monica Bradley, San Diego State University

Panel 3: BIOS, BIOCULTURES, BIOPOLITICS: FROM THE STATE OF NATURE TO THE NATURE OF THE STATE IN 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN FICTION                                          

Room 605

Moderator: Pete Franks, UIC
1. “‘Curse God and Die’: Theology and Biology in Cormac McCarthy’s The Road”-Madeleine Monson-Rosen, University of Illinois at Chicago

2. “Who Speaks for the Multitude?: Hardt and Negri Meet the Invisible Man” -Ryan Brooks, University of Illinois at Chicago
3. “The State of Power: The Splitting between State BioPower and Biopolitics in Philip K. Dick's Lie's Inc.” -Kristy Ulibarri, University of Illinois at Chicago
12:30am – 1:30pm ……… Lunch

* Box lunchs will be provided for registered participants

1:30pm – 2:45pm 

SESSION THREE
Panel 1: BRAVE NEW WORLD: ON GENETIC TESTING               

Room 603

Moderator: Emilio Sauri, UIC
1. “Future(less) Disability: Cryobanks and the Reproduction Normalcy” -Brodie Reynolds, San Diego State University

2. “Reworking Bodies/Rethinking Embodiment: Cultural Implications of Genetic  Manipulation”-Ryan Parrey and Carlos Drazen, University of Illinois at Chicago
3. “Physician and Patient Trust in the Medical Setting and Its Effects on Genetic Testing: What's In It for Me?”-Alon Neidich & Lindsay Owens, University of Chicago 
Panel 2: TECHNOLOGY IN THE DIGITAL AGE                              

Room 613

Moderator: Ben Underwood, UIC
1. “The Ethics of History in Digital Simulation” -Matthew Shagam, University of Vermont

2. “The Second Coming of Oaurality” -Abe Strauss, University of Denver
3. “Queering the Default: Subversion and the Medium of Myspace” -Jessica Giusti, University of Minnesota
Panel 3: LITERARY BIOCULTURES                                            

Room 605

Moderator: James Pate, UIC
1. “Science in Saturday: Possibilities and Determinism”  -Patrick Herald, Saginaw Valley State University
2. “Cyborg-Bodied Criminals in Burroughs” -Jesse L’Argent, University of Tulsa
3. “Fictions Behind the Facts: A Critical Analysis of Scientific Nomenclature” -Katherine Harrison, Birkbeck University of London and Linkoping University, Sweden

3:30pm – 5:00pm Keynote Address
“Obsession: The Biocultural History of a Disease”
Prof. Lennard J. Davis

University of Illinois at Chicago

Room 605

7:30pm
Suggested Event
Spoken Word Performance by Alix Olson

Women and Children First Bookstore

5233 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60640
8:00pm – 11:00pm
Social Gathering
Konak Pizza and Grill
5150 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60640

(1 block south of Women & Children First)

