Suggestions for Those Teaching Courses in the Moving Image Arts 

Resources: The Art & Architiecture Library on the third floor of Douglas Hall has a good selection of films and videos that are available for your use. The videos can also be checked out by students overnight at no charge, or you can place films and/or videos on reserve for students to view in preview rooms in the Library. 

You can get information about the availability of other videos, laserdiscs, and DVD's by checking the Facets Multimedia catalogue (call 773-281-9075 to order a copy) or the Internet Movie Database. For information about the availability of 16mm prints, consult Joyce Drzal at 6-2543. Joyce will order whatever films or videos you want for the course. If you request it, Joyce will rent a 16mm print, laserdisc or DVD for you to screen and also order a back-up video for students who missed the screening to check out later. You can also use videos for showing clips for discussion. The Art Library on the third floor of Henry Hall has a selection of slides of stills and frame enlargements from films that are available to you as well. 

It helps to order films and videos well in advance, since it often takes 6-8 weeks to get them in. Projectors and/or other equipment needs to be ordered through classroom services; call David at 6-2751 to make these arrangements. 

Formats: Sixteen-millimeter films will provide images that are sharper with deeper, richer color tones than one finds on video copies. However, the shortcomings of 16mm prints are well known: it is difficult to show brief clips for discussion or illustration; the prints available for rental are often not well cared for, so they can be dirty, scratched and incomplete; and distributors are increasingly letting titles fall out of distribution. Moreover, the 16mm projectors at UIC are very old, and there is presently no plan to replace them. The projector in DH 316, the small room often used for these kinds of classes, lacks an arc lamp, which means that night scenes often appear on screen as pitch black. In addition, films shot in wide-screen format can be difficult to project, and our student projectionists are sometimes not up to the challenge. You must weigh these considerations against the drawbacks of video: besides offering a poorer quality image, videos typically present wide-screen films in a pan-and-scan format that cuts off a good portion of the image. Even films shot in conventional Academy ratio will be cut off at the sides unless they are letterboxed. Letterboxed laserdiscs are much preferable to videotapes and have the added advantage of enabling random access (if they are chapter encoded) so that you can show clips without searching through a tape to find them. However, laserdiscs have now been superseded by DVDs. The image quality of DVDs rivals that of a good 16mm print and the sound reproduction is far superior. This is the technology of the future. All computers being installed in the newly converted multimedia classrooms allow for DVD use. 

You might want to forewarn students that there is likely to be a pause during screenings of feature-length laserdiscs and DVD's while you change sides. In the case of 16mm, two projectors and a competent projectionist should eliminate the problem of pauses between reels. 

Scheduling: It is ordinarily best to schedule a weekly three-hour lab period for screenings (perhaps on a Monday or Friday) and list this session in the timetable. You can then use as much of this time as you need for the screening of a film or video work, perhaps with an introduction and/or a brief discussion afterward. Two additional one-hour periods or a single additional two-hour slot should allow adequate time to cover additional lectures and/or discussion. It is not a bad idea to list running times of films in your syllabus so that everyone is aware of how much time is involved.

Facilities: There are a number of multimedia classrooms on campus, but few have projection booths for showing 16mm films. Without a booth, the noise of a projector in the room will make the sound track difficult to hear. 

The best small room on campus for film/video classes is probably DH 316, which holds about 30 students comfortably and has moveable chairs. It has a projection booth, a visual presenter, a video and laserdisc player, and internet access, but as yet no built-in DVD player. The dark plastic film over the windows does not always block the sunlight adequately, but this is usually not a problem. The second floors of Stevenson and Douglas Halls are being outfitted with larger multimedia rooms without booths; these hold about 50 students each. Lecture Centers B and E have the virtue of having no windows at all, so they can be completely darkened; these are larger yet. To scan all the available options, visit the UIC Office of Classroom Services. 

Content: If you plan to show feature films, especially recent or foreign-language ones, you may want to put a note on your syllabus or otherwise alert students that some films may contain explicit sexual and/or violent content and to invite any students who believe they may be troubled by this to speak to you about it. As we all know, virtually all of today's students are quite accustomed to viewing this kind of material, so there should be no reason to censor the selection of films that you show in the course, but it is a courtesy to let students know what they can expect.

