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	 TITLE:   Stroke Call Physician Requirements


Purpose:
To provide 24 hour per day, 7 days per week stroke physician availability.

Scope of Practice:
Neurology, Neurosurgery, Interventional Radiology

Related Guidelines:
Emergency Department Stroke Protocols, Stroke Response team, Hemorrhagic Stroke and Stroke Admission Physician’s order sets, Stroke Call Policy for physicians  
I. Physicians on emergency stroke call will take call for a 24 hour period each time. The stroke call will be scheduled to coincide with your regular call if at all possible.  Your office must provide your call schedule to the Neuroscience Director or designee by the 20th of each month for the following month.

II. Any changes or substitutions on the part of the physician in their availability for their call week MUST be communicated to the Neuroscience Director so changes can be noted.  

III. The stroke call physicians must provide the ED with their office, home and pager numbers and should wear their pager at all times when on stroke call. It is the physician’s responsibility to insure that any changes in these numbers are communicated to the Neuroscience Director so the call list may be kept current.

IV. Stroke Call physicians will be notified by pager during call.  The pager must be on 24/7.  Telephone response to a page for a stroke-related call (indicated by a “-19” following the phone number displayed on the pager) 

V. All physicians will be provided access to the standardized stroke program order sets, clinical paths and discharge disposition planning to be implemented automatically by hospital staff per CBH stroke protocol.

VI. If the physician is not available for any portion of the stroke patients’ treatment, you will see that this patient is followed during that time by another physician from the physician stroke call.

VII. Any suspected hemorrhagic stroke will require an immediate neurosurgical consult.

VIII. Pages associated with stroke will be represented on your pager by the extension followed by a dash and the number 19 (i.e.: 260-4109 – 19 would differentiate this page from all other pages).

IX. For post-6 hour stroke admits, the ED may contact the primary care physician or other patient-requested appropriate physician first to be the attending.  If there is no primary care physician, then the hospitalist on call may be the attending.

X. Data from GWTG will be shared with all attending physicians to reinforce standards of care.  
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