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MOCK STROKE CODE – ED ARRIVAL

*This check sheet is just a starting point. It will need to be modified to reflect your institution’s policies. 
	Pre-Treatment Work-Up / ED Patient
	Yes
	No
	Time

	1. Patient arrives at ED
	
	
	

	2. Triage RN assess for Code Stroke Status as per institution policy

3. Time patient last known well documented (<3 hours for fibrinolytics)

4. Obtains the pre-printed order set
	
	
	

	5. Notifies ED physician immediately of positive findings
	
	
	

	6. Notify CT personnel
	
	
	

	7. Patient transported to CT scan and Code Stroke called (door to CT scan performed: goal <25 mins from arrival)
	
	
	

	8. Stroke Team performs NIH Stroke Scale (or ED RN as per institution policy)
	
	
	

	9. Keep patient NPO until swallow screen is performed
	
	
	

	10. Read CT scan (door to – CT read: goal<45 mins from arrival)
	
	
	

	Following takes place concurrently to save time / 3-hour timeframe: 
11. Positive neurological findings and absence of contraindications:

12. IV access (two IV lines)
13. Lab studies drawn and sent to lab
	Yes
	No
	Time

	14. 
	
	
	

	15. Stroke team repeats neuro exam: are deficits variable or rapidly improving? 
	
	
	

	16. Review fibrinolytic exclusions: are any observed? 
	
	
	

	17.  Med. Reconciliation with emphasis on anticoagulants? 
	
	
	

	18. Review patient data: Is symptom onset now >3 hours? 
	
	
	

	19. Neurologist notified
	
	
	

	20. If no, ED physician informs patient / family of risks & benefits
	
	
	

	21. Place patient on ECG monitoring
	
	
	

	22. Monitor VS per institution policy 
BP above 185/110:  treat per AHA guidelines/your      institution protocol
	
	
	

	23. Nurse/ pharmacy  mixes tPA per hospital protocol
	
	
	

	24. Administer thrombolytic therapy (door to treatment goal <60 minutes)
	
	
	

	25. Admit to appropriate level of care bed or transfer per institution policy
	
	
	

	26. Handoff/Med. Reconciliation include dysphagia screen, vital signs, complications before going to floor
	
	
	

	27. Serial neurological  assessments per institution protocol
	
	
	


Those listed in italics are patient safety goals. 
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