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National Forum Honors Members and Partner Organizations for Contributions to Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention
Washington—The National Forum for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention recently honored several organizations and members for their efforts to prevent heart disease and stroke.  The awards were given at the National Forum Annual Meeting in Washington on March 18.  The Annual Meeting was held in conjunction with the 7th National Forum, “Seizing Opportunities,” at George Washington University in Washington, DC.

The National Forum Heart Healthy Stroke Free Award was presented to the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Free Network--Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin.  This Award is presented to an individual or group in the field of public health whose work embodies the recommendations with the A Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke.  The Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network is a regional collaboration of partners in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin that shares knowledge and experience in stroke prevention through information exchange.  Angela Bray-Headworth, Great Lakes Executive Director, accepted the award for the group.
The National Forum Public Policy Award was presented to William Caplan, MD of the University of Wisconsin.  The award is given to an organization, coalition or individual that has been effective in promoting policy change that reduces the heart disease and stroke burden on a national, state, or local level.  Dr. Caplan served as the first chair of the National Forum’s policy committee, the Action Priorities Implementation Group. Caplan led efforts for the Coordinating Board to adopt a Policy Statement Development Framework in January 2008, which led to the development of Policy Statements by the National Forum on the issues of cardiovascular disease surveillance, health reform and CVH/CVD prevention and sodium in food.  The National Forum is now reaching out to policy makers on behalf of the cardiovascular health community and asking them to support serious public health issues in improve cardiovascular health.  
The National Forum Commitment Award was presented to Tim Hutchinson, MSW, MPA of 

the Public Health Agency of Canada.  This award  is given to an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the National Forum in heart disease and stroke prevention and management.  Such contributions may be in the form of legislation, education or awareness messages in the media, or other means of promoting heart health.  Hutchinson has been actively involved in the work of the National Forum since 2005, serving on both the Action Priorities Implementation Group and as the International Lead for the Membership Committee.  He has been instrumental in the start up of many initiatives within the Membership Committee and the early work of the APIG in delineating policy priorities.  
The 2009 National Forum Chair Recognition Award was given to Philip Poole-Wilson, MD for his efforts to make the National Forum a more effective organization in the quest to improve cardiovascular health on an international level.  The Award, which was given posthumously, by National Forum chair-elect Thomas Pearson, MD,   is given by the Chair to members or member organization of the National Forum whose leadership and/or actions has increased the effectiveness of the organization.  Dr. Philip Poole-Wilson was an expert on heart failure and coronary heart disease prevention across the globe.  He collapsed and died on his way to work in London on March 4, 2009.

In making the award, Dr. Pearson said, “Philip was a man of many talents and greatly admired and considered cardiovascular medicine his passion.  He was a month short of his 66th birthday when he died and had retired only six months ago.  He was still working as an honorary consultant at Imperial College three days a week and continuing with many other projects.” Pearson also said,  “Although it is difficult to pick out career highlights, among his greatest achievements were: his pioneering work in bringing heart failure out of the closet; being one of the founders of the European Society of Cardiology (ESC) as it is today; his basic research; and his involvement with the World Heart Federation (WHF). He was a past president of the WHF (2003-2005) and of the ESC (1994-1996) and the founding chair of the British Society.” 
Dr. Poole-Wilson was an active member of the National Forum Regional and Global Collaboration Implementation Group.  He was an eminent cardiologist who contributed greatly on regional and global cardiovascular issues.  He was a valued member and encouraged the group to develop a digital library of key references.  This library is under development and will be referred to as “Philip’s List” in memory of Dr. Poole-Wilson.
In addition, several long-time members of the National Forum were acknowledged for their leadership and service to the organization:  James Baranski, CPA, Brian Bilcchik, MD, Gladys Branic, DSW, MD, MPH, William Caplan, MD, Arun Chocklalingam, MS, PhD, FACC, Jay H. Glasser, PhD, MS, FRIPH, FFPH, Mike Greenwell, Thomas Pearson, MD, MPH, PhD, John W. Robitscher, MPH and Sylvie Stachenko, MD, MPH
About the National Forum for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention

The National Forum for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention (National Forum) is made up of more than 80 organizations committed to building a heart-healthy and stroke-free society.  The National Forum provides leadership in implementing the recommendations contained in A Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke.  The Coordinating Board manages and directs the business and affairs of the National Forum.  
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