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STAT

Patient Weight: __________kg      Diabetic: � Yes    � No Allergies:__________________________________ 
 

DATE TIME PHYSICIAN ORDERS 
  ACUTE STROKE (ISCHEMIC) – TPA CANDIDATE PROTOCOL 

   
  Orders without blanks or check boxes will be followed unless crossed out.  
  Orders with blanks or check boxes will be followed only if blank filled in or box checked.  
  1. Exclusion Criteria:  
        Age less than 18 years 
        Pregnancy or positive pregnancy test 
        No measurable neurological deficit caused by clinical diagnosis of ischemic stroke 
        Time of symptom onset established to be greater than 3 hours before treatment would begin 
        Abnormal blood glucose, <50 mg/dl or >400 mg/dl despite treatment 
        Only minor or rapidly improving stroke symptoms 
        Clinical presentation suggestive of AMI or recent AMI (within previous 3 months) or post MI 
            pericarditis 
        Within 3 months of intracranial surgery, serious head trauma, or previous major stroke 
        Witnessed seizure at stroke onset 
        History of intracranial or subarachnoid hemmorrhage, arteriovenous malformation or aneurysm 
        Within 14 days of major surgery or serious trauma 
        Arterial puncture at non compressible site within last 7 days or lumbar puncture within last 3 days 
        Active internal bleeding within last 21 days (e.g., GI bleed or urinary bleeding),    
             Known bleeding diathesis, including but not limited to: 
        Platelet count <100,000/mm3 
        Patient received heparin within 48 hours and had an elevated aPTT (greater than the upper limit of  
            normal for the lab) 
        Recent use of an anticoagulant (e.g. sodium warfarin) and an elevated PT >15 seconds or INR >1.7 
        Received tPA less than 7 days previous 
  NOTE: prior aspirin/ clopidrogrel (Plavix) use is not a  contraindication to treatment 
  IF ANY OF THE ABOVE BOXES ARE CHECKED THE PATIENT IS NOT A CANDIDATE FOR tPA 
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  2. Post CT exclusion criteria  
        Evidence of intracranial hemorrhage on CT 
        High clinical suspicion of subarachnoid hemorrhage regardless of CT results 
        On repeated measurements, SBP is > 185mm Hg or DBP is > 110mm Hg at the time of treatment,  
             requiring aggressive treatment to reduce blood pressure to within these limits 
  IF ANY OF THE ABOVE BOXES ARE CHECKED THE PATIENT IS NOT A CANDIDATE FOR tPA 
  3.    Offer tPA administration                        Patient is not a candidate for tPA 
  4. Patient consent:  
       I have reviewed with  patient   family member_______________________, the  
        potential benefits, risks and alternative treatments to treating this acute stroke with thrombolytic  
        therapy (Alteplase (tPA)).   
         After considering the available options, the patient (or designee) elects to proceed with  
              thrombolytic therapy 
         After considering the available options, the patient (or designee) elects NOT to proceed 
           with  thrombolytic therapy 
         Unable to discuss treatment options, with patient / family, I have chosen to proceed 
           with  thrombolytic therapy due to the urgency of the situation.  
  Alteplase (tPA) Protocol 
  5. Start second IV site (note all venipuncture sites, post NeedleStick Precaution  
       Signs at bedside) 
  6. Calculation (Perform calculation and verify with attached table – Page 4)  
                   tPA 0.9mg x ___________kg = ________________mg (Maximum dose is 90mg) 
  7. Preparation: Prepare 1 or 2 vials (dependent upon calculation above) Mix 50mg with  
       50mL packaged diluent to produce concentration of 1mg/1mL 
  8. Doses: Bolus (10%) ______mg(mL)       Drip (90%) ______mg(mL)    Discard _____mg(mL) 
  NOTE: Bolus + Drip must be <90 mg (ml) 
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  Alteplase (tPA) Protocol - Administration 
  9. Administer bolus dose over 1 minute, then 
  10. Administer drip over 60 minutes 
  11. If sudden neurologic decline occurs:  
       STOP alteplase (tPA) 
       Obtain vital signs 
       Notify attending physician 
       Order STAT CT of brain without contrast 
       Order STAT lab studies: Coag panel, CBC, Type and Screen  
  12. Refer to Inpatient Order set 
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Alteplase (tPA) Dosing chart for Acute Ischemic Stroke 

Patient Weight Total Dose Bolus 
Dose 

Infusion 
Dose 

Patient Weight Total Dose Bolus 
Dose 

Infusion 
Dose 

Lbs. Kg. mg=ml mg=ml mg=ml Lbs. Kg. mg=ml mg=ml mg=ml 
90 40.9 36.8 3.7 33.1 156 70.9 63.8 6.4 57.4 
92 41.8 37.6 3.8 33.8 158 71.8 64.6 6.5 58.1 
94 42.7 38.4 3.8 34.6 160 72.7 65.4 6.5 58.9 
96 43.6 39.2 3.9 35.3 162 73.6 66.2 6.6 59.6 
98 44.6 40.1 4.0 36.1 164 74.6 67.1 6.7 60.4 

100 45.5 41.0 4.1 36.9 166 75.5 68.0 6.8 61.2 
102 46.4 41.8 4.2 37.6 168 76.4 68.8 6.9 61.9 
104 47.3 42.6 4.3 38.3 170 77.3 69.6 7.0 62.6 
106 48.2 43.4 4.3 39.1 172 78.2 70.4 7.0 63.4 
108 49.1 44.2 4.4 39.8 174 79.1 71.2 7.1 64.1 
110 50.0 45.0 4.5 40.5 176 80.0 72.0 7.2 64.8 
112 50.9 45.8 4.6 41.2 178 80.9 72.8 7.3 65.5 
114 51.8 46.6 4.7 41.9 180 81.8 73.6 7.4 66.2 
116 52.7 47.4 4.7 42.7 182 82.7 74.4 7.4 67.0 
118 53.6 48.2 4.8 43.4 184 83.6 75.2 7.5 67.7 
120 54.6 49.1 4.9 44.2 186 84.6 76.1 7.6 68.5 
122 55.5 50.0 5.0 45.0 188 85.5 77.0 7.7 69.3 
124 56.4 50.8 5.1 45.7 190 86.4 77.8 7.8 70.0 
126 57.3 51.6 5.2 46.4 192 87.3 78.6 7.9 70.7 
128 58.2 52.4 5.2 47.2 194 88.2 79.4 7.9 71.5 
130 59.1 53.2 5.3 47.9 196 89.1 80.2 8.0 72.2 
132 60.0 54.0 5.4 48.6 198 90.0 81.0 8.1 72.9 
134 60.9 54.8 5.5 49.3 200 90.9 81.8 8.2 73.6 
136 61.8 55.6 5.6 50.0 202 91.8 82.6 8.3 74.3 
138 62.7 56.4 5.6 50.8 204 92.7 83.4 8.3 75.1 
140 63.6 57.2 5.7 51.5 206 93.6 84.2 8.4 75.8 
142 64.6 58.1 5.8 52.3 208 94.6 85.1 8.5 76.6 
144 65.5 59.0 5.9 53.1 210 95.5 86.0 8.6 77.4 
146 66.4 59.8 6.0 53.8 212 96.4 86.8 8.7 78.1 
148 67.3 60.6 6.1 54.5 214 97.3 87.6 8.8 78.8 
150 68.2 61.4 6.1 55.3 216 98.2 88.4 8.8 79.6 
152 69.1 62.2 6.2 56.0 218 99.1 89.2 8.9 80.3 
154 70.0 63.0 6.3 56.7 > 218 > 99 90.1 10 80 

 

DO NOT EXCEED MAXIMUM DOSE OF 90 mg (90 ml) 
 

Calculation used to determine the above dosing schedule: 

tPA 0.9 mg X     kg =     mg 
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