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        Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network?

The Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network (the Network) is an award winning public health initiative created by state health department heart disease and stroke program staff, state stroke task forces and national partners in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio & Wisconsin. The Network’s mission is to reduce the burden of stroke and disparities within Great Lakes regional states by optimizing coordination and collaboration. 
Who is involved in the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network?

The Network is comprised of:

· State Advisory Board - serves as the Network’s decision-making body and is comprised of heart disease and stroke prevention program managers from each state.
· Work Groups - focus on three priorities: evaluation/surveillance, EMS notification and response and quality of care.
· State Stroke Task Forces - select and implement Network recommendations.  

How does the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network carry out its mission?

Experiences and resources are shared across the six states to implement a common public health plan for stroke. The Network coordinates regional activities in the areas of evaluation/surveillance, quality of care and EMS notification and response with emphasis on partnership, education, training, policy and environmental systems change strategies where “everybody teaches, everybody learns.” 

Upcoming Projects for the Network include: 

· Continue to offer continuing education credits on quality of care teleconferences targeting healthcare professionals about improving stroke care. 
· Create GIS maps of stroke resources in the Great Lakes Region. 
· A discharge planning initiative
· Outreach to Critical Access/Rural hospitals. 
· Swallow screen consensus development.

· A stroke patient education project including dissemination of best practices, pilot testing, and materials development.

· Stroke EMS training.

Why is the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network important?

In addition to being a comprehensive resource for stroke information, the Network streamlines stroke efforts across six states by sharing knowledge, encouraging duplication of best practices and leveraging resources. In 2009, the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network was awarded the Heart Healthy Stroke Free award by the National Forum for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention. 
What can the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network do for me and my organization? 

The Network partners with state agencies, professional associations, health care organizations and other groups interested in reducing the impact of stroke. The Network can provide information on upcoming events, public education resources, data reports and quality improvement initiatives related to stroke. Additionally, the Network is a conduit to local health departments and healthcare professionals in the region. We are the regional resource for stroke information and interventions. 
How can I get more information about the Great Lakes Regional Stroke Network? 

Please contact Angela Bray Hedworth, MS, RHEd, CHES, at 312-355-5423 or hedworth@uic.edu for additional information or visit the Network’s website http://glrsn.uic.edu.
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