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Much news in this issue.  Several entries about historical whodunits suggest that we should have a “Crime” section in these pages.  There are items about books, jobs, presentations, the Obama Inauguration, and even poetry.
News from the AHA Convention.

It’s not exactly timely, but then historians are supposed to take the long view.  The following members of the UIC community took part in the AHA Convention in the Big Apple in January.

Prof. HASIA DINER (Ph.D., 1975) of NYU chaired a session on “American Progressives, Ethnicity, and Taste” and commented at a panel on “Jewish Migrants in Uncharted Terrain.”

Prof. LEON FINK chaired a panel on “American Anti-Communism before McCarthy: The Role of Labor.”

Prof. Emeritus RICHARD JENSEN gave a paper on “Nativism in the 1890s: The United States, Canada, and Australia.”

Prof. ROBERT JOHNSTON co-presented (with Paul Kolimas, Homewood-Flossmoor High School) on “Using a Teaching American History Grant to Bring Graduate-Level Courses to History Teachers.”  (This session is one of six featured on the AHA’s blog.)

Prof. MARGARET POWER introduced a panel convened by the group Historians Against the War and could be seen and heard doing so on HNN’s coverage of the convention.

Prof. BARBARA RANSBY chaired the breakfast meeting of the AHA Committee on Women Historians.  

The speaker she introduced was Rutgers University Professor DEBORAH GRAY WHITE (Ph.D., 1979).  Debbie also participated in a roundtable on the book _Telling Histories: Black Women Historians in the Ivory Tower_.
Republic Windows and Doors:

This company’s workers, you will recall, were about to lose earned benefits as a consequence of a shutdown, but mobilized to stave off the worst.  Some of these UE workers spoke at Jane Addams Hull House on February 6, and the UIC History Graduate Society was one of several co-sponsors of the well-attended event.

Other News of the Department: 
Prof. MICHAEL C. ALEXANDER published “Locating the Trial of Plancius between Rules and Persuasion” in B. Santalucia, ed., _ La repressione criminale nella Roma Repubblicana fra norma e persuasione_ (Pavia: IUSS Press).

Prof. ERIC ARNESEN  was on the panel “Race in America: A Discussion with No Walls” dealing with TimeLine Theatre’s production at the University of Chicago in December.  For the OAH Distinguished Lectureship Program, he spoke on “Black Labor and the ‘Unfinished Task of Emancipation’” before the Teaching American History program in Rockford in January and on “The Legacies of A. Philip Randolph: Civil Rights, Labor, and the New Black Politics” at Canisius College in November.  In December he organized the symposium on “The North as a Civil Rights Battleground: Debating Thomas Sugrue’s Sweet Land of Liberty: the Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North,” for the Newberry Library Labor History seminar and The Historical Society at the Newberry. 

Recent writings include “Back to the Class: The Continued Relevance of Black History” in the February 8 Chicago Tribune Sunday Magazine, and several reviews in the Trib.  He was consulting editor and contributor to the Lincoln issue of Appleseeds (January 2009) and to two recent issues of Cobblestone.  Both are children’s history magazines. 

He is now a contributing editor of Historically Speaking and associate editor for the Journal of the Historical Society–both adult venues.

Prof. CHRIS BOYER’s chapter, “Who Killed Roberto González? Murder, Radicalism, and Catholic Nationalism in Postrevolutionary Michoacán,” appeared in Robert Buffington and Pablo Piccato, eds.,  _True Stories of Crime in Modern Mexico,_ (University of New Mexico Press, 2009).  This month he presented papers on Mexican environmental  history at the American Society for Environmental History in Tallahassee and at Michigan State University.  He has been asked to help direct the Oaxaca Institute in Latin American history, a crash‑course in Mexican historiography for graduate students.

Prof. JONATHAN DALY and a Russian colleague have published _Pravda o russkoi revoliutsii,” K. I. Globacheva, poslednego direktora Petrogradskogo okhrannogo otdeleniia_ (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2008) [“The Truth about the Russian Revolution” by K. I. Globachev,  Last Director of the Petrograd Security Bureau].

Prof. LAURA HOSTETLER presented a paper entitled "Westerners at the Qing Court: Tribute and Diplomacy in the Huang Qing zhigong tu" at “Interaction & Exchange:  Westerners & the Qing Court” at Renmin University, Beijing, in October.  Her essay “Contending Cartographic Claims?  The Qing Empire in Manchu, Chinese and European Maps” was just published in James R. Akerman, ed., _The Imperial Map: Cartography and the Mastery of Empire_  (University of Chicago Press, 2009).

JOHN J. KULCZYCKI, professor emeritus, gave a talk on "Gaps in Polish History" at Loyola University‑‑Chicago on Oct.15. He has published “My Experience as a Paid Informer of the Polish Security Service,” East European Politics & Societies 23 (Winter 2009); and “Identity and Migration to and from Poland, 1944‑1950,” Przeglad Polonijny 23, No. 4 (2007). 

In December,  Prof. RAMA MANTENA presented a paper “Conceptualizing Modernity in

Nineteenth‑century Andhra” at the Institute for Research in the Humanities at the University of Wisconsin, Madison for a Symposium on “Meanings of Modern: South Asia Before and After Colonialism.”

On February 26, Prof. DOMINIC PACYGA (Ph.D., 1981) will have the honor of presenting Columbia College's Inaugural School of Liberal Arts and Sciences Dean's Lecture, titled “The Daleys of Chicago: A Study in Political Power.”  




PETER PERO (MA, 1978) just completed his new book Chicago Italians and Labor this month. A book talk was aired on WGN TV News. 

Prof. Emeritus ROBERT V. REMINI notes that the new edition of his _Fellow Citizens: The Inaugural Addresses from Washington to Bush_ will include the inaugural address of President Obama.  As Historian of the U.S. House, Bob was on the platform at the Inauguration and at the luncheon afterward in Statuary Hall. 

Grad student MATT ROTHWELL reports the excellent news that he has received a tenure‑track assistant professor position at the University of Southern Indiana in Evansville.

Prof. JIM SACK delivered papers at the National Conference of the Historical Society in Baltimore last June, and at the Southern Conference on British Studies in New Orleans in October.   He also spoke at a Round‑Table in Cincinnati in September at the North American Conference on British Studies.  The on‑line Oxford Dictionary of National Biography includes his article on “Ultra Tories.”  His “The British Conservative Press and its Involvement in Antisemitic and Racial Discourse, Circa 1830‑1895" appeared in the Journal of The Historical Society in December.

JOSH SALZMANN (Ph.D., 2008) has received a book contract to publish a revised version of his dissertation, “Safe Harbor: The Political Economy of Chicago's Waterfront, 1847‑1918," in the University of Pennsylvania's Business, Politics, and Society series. 

Prof. Emeritus LEO SCHELBERT published the article "Von den historischen Ursachen  

der schweizerischen Auswanderung: Vier Deutungsmodelle," in Schweizerisches Archiv für Volkskunde 104 (2008).

In January Rowman and Littlefield published The Conservative Century: From Reaction to Revolution, by Prof. GREG SCHNEIDER of Emporia State (Ph.D., 1996).  Blurbs to date are highly acclamatory.  He had a piece in the National Review on line, somewhat tongue-in-cheek, we gather, extolling William Henry Harrison as worthy of a salute on Presidents Day.

Prof KEVIN SCHULTZ announces the birth of his U.S. History textbook called, simply, *HIST*.  Advertising is forbidden in these precincts, but allegedly it's brief, cheap, narrative‑ driven, online‑enhanced, and “beautifully designed in a magazine format” as part of Wadsworth Cengage’s new 4LTR Press Series.”  In other “birth” news, he reports that twins Eleanor and Quincy, though not online-enhanced, are doing fine too.

CLAY SKINNER (Ph.D., 1990) of Illinois Math and Science Academy is creating an undergraduate survey on the material culture of the fur trade for  Johns Hopkins Press.  Its working title is The Canoe Men of New France, 1609‑1754.  It starts with the Indian carrying trade of the Hurons, Ottawas, and Nipissings through the 1680's and  then traces the story of the coureurs de bois and voyageurs up to the French and Indian War.

John Kulczycki reports very good news of and for a one-time UIC colleague, BOZENA SZAYNOK.  Polityka, Poland's most important weekly, awarded one of its three annual history prizes to her for her 2007 book (translated as): _With History and Moscow in the Background: Poland and Israel, 1944‑1968_.  As a visiting fellow of the Kosciuszko Foundation in fall semester 1996, Bozena taught a course on Jewish‑Polish relations and the Polish history survey at UIC.  She is now at the University of Wroclaw.

Greenwood Press recently published Race Relations in the United States, 1920-1940, part of its five-volume series, by Prof. LESLIE V. TISCHAUSER (Ph.D., 1981) of Prairie State College.

Graduate secretary Linda VanPuyenbroeck reports that her granddaughter OLIVIA is now a published poet.  Her poem "Dog/Cat" appears in a celebration of poets in Illinois and Indiana Grades 4‑6, Spring 2008.

ADVANCE \d4Prof. ANDREW WIEST (Ph.D., 1990) of University of Southern Mississippi reports that in December, his wife Jill gave birth to Wyatt Patrick Wiest.  In January, his book _Vietnam's Forgotten Army:  Heroism and Betrayal in the ARVN_ won the Society for Military History's Distinguished Book Award in the biography/memoir category.           

In November, grad student BENN WILLIAMS delivered an invited paper, "Dénoncer les délateurs:  l'épuration dans le Rhône, 1944‑1953,” at an international conference in Caen on 

denunciation in France during the Second World War.  This will appear as part of a book to be published  in 2010.  As series editor for the Center for French Colonial Studies, Benn oversaw publication of B. Pierre Lebeau et al., Plumbing the Depths of the Upper Mississippi Valley: Julien Dubuque, Native Americans, and Lead Mining (Naperville, 2008).  Last, he translated two essays and contributed an essay,  epilogue, and  bibliography and co-edited Re‑examining the Holocaust through Literature (Cambridge Scholars Publishing), to be published this month.

Prof. JACKIE WOLF (Ph.D., 1998) of Ohio University reports that _ Deliver Me from Pain: Anesthesia and Birth in America_ has just been published by Johns Hopkins University Press.

Please send all news to rmfried@uic.edu
