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Lots of news this time, enough so that we’ll cover the AHA later in the past rather than future tense.  Lectures (named and unnamed), books, articles, grants–no end of stuff going on in the Greater UIC History community.

Big News for Polish History at UIC:

Thanks to the generosity of a bequest from a donor, the History Department faces the exciting challenge of hiring two top‑level historians of Poland.  Romuald Hejna, a Chicagoan and veteran of the military, went to Navy Pier, then graduated from UIUC (in 1952), taught 30 years in Chicago high schools, all the while investing shrewdly.  He retired in 1985.  He died on July 3, 2008, at the age of seventy‑seven.

        The size of Mr. Hejna’s bequest to UIC is over $10 million dollars.  The aim of the bequest is to make available funds to endow two chairs in History, as well as a chair in Polish language and culture.  Hejna he was a passionate student of Polish history and culture, a life member of the

Polish Museum of America (which bestowed its Polish Heritage Award on him in 2006).

        Romuald Hejna’s first donation to UIC came in 1995, when he endowed a scholarship

in the history of Poland–in the Department of History.  (First recipient of the scholarship was Tadeusz Debski, Ph.D. 1998.)  He was careful to guard his anonymity during his lifetime.

Other News of the Department:
RALPH ASHBY (Ph.D., 2003) is again teaching full time at EIU this academic year.  He has a review of a biography of General Vandamme which is soon to appear in H‑France.

On Nov. 13 grad student KATIE BATZA accepted an award from Mayor Daley's office on behalf of Stephen Jones (aka Wanda Lust).  Jones, who died in 1980, was inducted into the Chicago Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame for his work as a health activist and entertainer in the 1970s.  Discovering Jones's work in the course of her research, Katie nominated him for this honor.

Prof. DAVE BECK (Ph.D., 1994) of the University of Montana received a short-term Newberry Library Fellowship which will bring him to Chicago from December 15 through January 15 to research a book on American Indians in Chicago between the World's Fairs.

Prof. COREY CAPERS (currently a fellow at the Humanities Institute) presented a paper at the American Studies Association meeting in Albuquerque on October 19th : “Structuring Racial Feeling in the Early American Republic.”  He also gave a paper for Cornell's American Studies  

Brown Bag Series, &quot;Explorations in African American Studies,” which was entitled “Satiric Public Blackness:  Print, Democracy, and the Early Republican North.”

Prof. JONATHAN DALY has reviewed a number of manuscripts of late as well as applications for the Charles A. Ryskamp Research Fellowship and Frederick Burkhardt Residential 

Fellowship (SSRC).  He was chair and commentator at two panels at the AAASS meeting in November, and in October gave the keynote address at a graduate student conference at the University of Notre Dame called “From Res Publica to the Republic of Letters: The Common Good in Transition and Translation.”

Prof. HASIA DINER (Ph.D., 1975) will lecture at Chicago’s Spertus Institute on February 7.  Her lecture will be drawn from her forthcoming book, _We Remember with Reverence and Love: American Jews and the Myth of Silence After the Holocaust, 1945‑1962_, coming this spring from NYU Press. She teaches at NYU with a joint appointment in the History Department and the Skirball Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies. 

Grad student JOSH FENNELL has been asked to serve as the History Department representative on the search committee for the next Vice Chancellor of Research. 

Prof. GOSIA FIDELIS (also currently at the Humanities Institute) gave the lecture “In Search of Communist Modernity: Consumer Culture and Cold War Politics in 1960s Poland” as part of the DeSantis Speaker Series in the Department of History, University of Notre Dame, this month. 

At the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies Convention in Philadelphia, she presented a paper “Red State, Golden Youth: Consumerism, Politics, and the Student Culture in Poland in the 1960s” and chaired a panel on “Gendering East European Historiography.”

BRUCE FISHER (MA, 1983) has an essay, “Why Paul Krugman wants us to be a middleclass nation again,” on‑line in the latest issue of ArtVoice. He recently did a commentary for NPR on President‑elect Obama’s historic opportunity to make progress in urban policy.

In October Prof. RICK FRIED gave the Edward N. Peterson Lecture at University of Wisconsin River Falls:  “Joe McCarthy and His Times:  Fifty Years Later.”  Handling the technology for his

multi‑media son et lumiere was UWRF Professor KURT LEICHTLE (Ph.D., 1982).

CHERYL R. GANZ (Ph.D., 2007), chief curator of philately at the Smithsonian National Postal Museum, recently published _The 1933 Chicago World’s Fair: A Century of Progress_ (University of Illinois Press).  UIC’s Daley Library hosted a celebration and book signing

on October 20. 

The Presidential Address to the Urban History Association of University of New Orleans Prof. ARNOLD R. HIRSCH (Ph.D., 1978), “The Katrina Conspiracies: The Problem of Trust in Rebuilding an American City,” was published in the Journal of Urban History (Jan., 2009).  He also served on the panel that discussed Eric Arnesen’s Waterfront Workers in New Orleans at Southern Historical Association’s October convention.

Prof. KIRK ARDEN HOPPE presented a paper in March at the Berkshire Women's History Conference on teaching African fiction.  He has a review article, “Exploring State and Society in Tanzania,” in the African Studies Review 51,2 (2008).  He hopes Santa can find him in the

Ottoman archives in Istanbul over the Holidays.

Prof. RICHARD R. JOHN’s “Telecommunications” appeared in Enterprise and Society, 9 (Sept. 2008), in a special issue on political economy that he edited and for which he provided the introduction, “Bringing Political Economy Back In.”  He had a review in the popular online

journal The Forum (v. 6) and an overview of the “new institutionalism” in early American history for the on‑line journal Commonplace 9 (October 2008) .  He prepared a 100-page essay for the Postal Regulatory Commission on “The Postal Monopoly and Universal Service: A History.”  In addition, he commented on a session at a graduate student conference on the “History of Capitalism” at Harvard and presented a paper on the popularization of the telephone before the

Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) in Lisbon and at the University of Virginia’s Miller Center.  Harvard University has accepted his history of early American telecommunications for publication.  And he has been elected a member of the American

Antiquarian Society.  

Prof. Emeritus JOHN J. KULCZYCKI delivered the paper “Polish Historians in the United States and Canada” at the annual meeting of the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences of America in Philadelphia in June.  His “In Memoriam: Thomas D. Marzik, 1941‑2007” was published in _Slavic Review_ 67, No. 2 (Summer 2008). 

Prof. RICHARD S. LEVY commented on the panel “Transatlantic Antisemitism on the Eve of the Holocaust” at the 10th Biennial &quot;Lessons and Legacies&quot; Conference on the Holocaust at  Northwestern University on Nov. 2.    

Grad student DOUG MILLER presented the paper “Our Diplomatic Arm:  Intellectual Roots and Early Years of the International Indian Treaty Council” at the recent Ethnohistory Conference in Eugene, Oregon.

Prof. DOMINIC A. PACYGA (Ph.D. 1981) has been named to the Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society.  He also serves on the Editorial Board of the Center for American Places at Columbia College.

Prof. MARGARET POWER (Ph.D., 1997) has had an active Fall.  She received the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Research at the Illinois  Institute of Technology.  She made presentations at the University of Pittsburgh (“The Transnational Diffusion of Anti‑Communism:

Conservative Women in Brazil and Chile in the 1960s and 1970s”); University of Pittsburgh‑ Greensburg (“Why Solidarity Matters”); and Brown (“The U.S. Movement in Solidarity with Chile in the 1970s”).  She gave a paper on “Negotiating Political and Gender Dichotomies:

Interviewing Right‑Wing Chilean Women and Left‑Wing Chilean Men” before

the Oral History Association.

       Her article “Is Democracy in the Classroom Possible” is in the Fall 2008 Radical

History Review.  She published two essays: “Repression and Resistance, Hatred and Hope: Civilian Life during the Military Dictatorship” is in Pedro Santoni, ed, _Daily Life of Civilians during Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Latin America_; and “Right‑Wing Women’s Movements and Gender Ideologies,” in Amy Lind & Stephanie Brzuzy, eds., _Battleground: Women, Gender and Sexuality_ –both published by Greenwood Press, 2008.

Grad student WAYNE RATZLAFF has won a UIC Provost’s Award for research on

his dissertation.

UIC History major and pre‑med ANAND SANDESARA, a student in the Honors College, 

has been awarded an Ambassadorial Scholarship from the Rotary Foundation.  Sandesara will study for one year starting in 2010 in a major urban center at a subSaharan African or Indian university which offers fieldwork opportunities and encourages grassroots community health

work.  He will take graduatelevel courses in public health and will apply credits earned toward a master of public health degree en route to his MD degree.

Prof. Emeritus LEO SCHELBERT’s _Historical Dictionary of Switzerland_ was published by Scarecrow Press/Rowman and Littlefield in 2007.  His essay on “Conflicting Identities: The Swiss Missionary Martin Marty (1834–1896) and the Lakota Resistance Leader Tatanka Iyotanka

(c.1831–1890) [Sitting Bull]” appeared in _Forum Mission, Yearbook_ 4 (2008).  At the Musée de Penthes, GenevaPregny, he gave the address “On Becoming a Scholar of American Immigration History: A Personal Account” last May 17.

Prof. GREG SCHNEIDER’s (Ph.D., 1996) book, _The Conservative Century:  From Reaction to Revolution_, has just been published by Rowman and Littlefield.  He was interviewed on the book on National Review Online.   He has received a $6,000 grant from the Fred and Mary

Koch Foundation to fund a speakers series on conservatism/libertarianism at Emporia State in the spring 2009 semester. 

AMY SCHNEIDHORST (Ph.D. 2007) is in her second year as Visiting Assistant Professor at Eastern Illinois University.  She teaches US survey and Chicago history courses for the Department of History and the School of Continuing Education.  She recently signed a contract with Continuum Books to publish a book titled “It Wasn't Just the Young:  Mature Women's Fight for Peace and Justice in Chicago During the Sixties.”

Prof. KEVIN SCHULTZ has recently published two essays: “Godlessness and the Scopes Trial,”  in Charles T. Mathewes and Christopher McKnight Nichols, eds., _Prophesies of Godlessness:  The Intellectual Tradition of Secularization in America_ (Oxford); and “Citizens, Subjects, and In Between: What Does Citizenship Mean in the USA?,&quot; in The Hedgehog Review: Critical Reflections on Contemporary Culture (Fall 2008).  He managed this in between

diaperings of the new Schultz twins Eleanor and Quincy, born June 19, and activities at the Humanities Institute.

ERIC SMITH (Ph.D., 2007) of IMSA reports that on Nov. 21 his wife gave birth to Lila Smith Valls, a 7‑pound, 14‑ounce girl.  His article, “The Communist Party, Cooptation, and Spanish Republican Aid,” has been scheduled for publication next year in American Communist

History.  His review of Gregory Clark. A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World appears in Itinerario 33, No. 3 (2008).

Prof. ASTRIDA TANTILLO’s article “The Catholicism of Werther” has just come out in the 

German Quarterly 81 (2008).

Prof. DAVID VEENSTRA (Ph.D., 2005) of St. Francis University–and also Assistant UIC Historian, had an article in the September/October UIC Alumni Magazine, “Lasting Impression,” on the role of recently deceased architect Walter Netch in designing the UIC campus.

Prof BEN WHISENHUNT (Ph.D., 1997) of College of Du Page presented “Marooned in Moscow: Marguerite Harrison's Impressions of Russia, 1920" before the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies in Philadelphia.

Prof. ANDREW WIEST (Ph.D., 1990), University of Southern Mississippi, reports that his book, _The Western Front, 1917-1918:  From Vimy Ridge to Amiens and the Armistice_, came out in September (Amber Books).  He gave three recent presentations: “Victory Unfulfilled:  The Failure of the US/ARVN Alliance in the Wake of Tet '68,” at the Sixth Triennial Vietnam Symposium, Texas Tech University in March; &quot;Was the Vietnam War Winnable?&quot; the annual Portier Lecture at Spring Hill College, Mobile, in October; and “Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and the Family,&quot; at the War and the Family Conference at the Institute for Military History and 20th Century Studies at Kansas State University, in October.

Prof. JACKIE WOLF (Ph.D., 1998) of Ohio University has a chapter, “Children and Childhood Epidemic Diseases,” in Joseph P. Byrne, ed., _Encyclopedia of Pestilence, Pandemics, and Plagues_ (Greenwood Press, 2008).  On Oct. 30 she gave the Iago Galdston Memorial Lecture at the New York Academy of Medicine under the title “Despite the Risk: Lay and Medical Perceptions of Obstetric Anesthesia.”  Two weeks earlier she spoke on “The Medical and Social Origins of Breastfeeding Myths&quot; at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Please send all news to rmfried@uic.edu

