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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CHICAGO

No organization in the United States today I1lustrates women's accession to
political and public eminence as the League of Women Voters. Born immediately after
women acquired ‘government and an advocate of feminine activism in public affairs. One
of the more successful state Leagues has been the League of Women Voters of I1linois
which played a significant role in the shaping and development of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. Few states gave the national League the ardent support
it has received from the IT11inois League, and fewer still succeesed in organizing
the same number of branches within the state.

The national League of Women Voters as an idea and a concept emerged during the
1919 convention of the National Women's Suffrage Association, which met in St. Louis,
Missouri, The Suffrage Association, realizing that the Nineteenth Amendment which en-
franchised women signaled the end of its role, was debating whether to disband or con-
tinue its existence with modified aims and purposes. Carrie Chapman Catt, a leading
feminist, reluctant to see women revert to their previous state of domesticity, sug-
gested the establishment of a league of women voters: "So that women may use their
new freedom to make their nation safer for their children and their c?i1dren's chil-
dren. What should be done can be done; what can be done, let us do." Approving her
suggestion, the delegates set up an interim organization headed by Mrs. C. H.Brooks
of Kansas. In February of 1920, the Victory Convention of the National Woman's
Suffrage Association convened in Chicago and formally organized a League of Women
Voters of the United States. The first president of the new organization was Mrs.
Maud Wood Park of Maine, and the League included in its list of early leaders such
names as Bell Sherwin, Marguerite Wells, Edna Gellhorn, Katherine Ludington and Ruth
Morgan. Some of the National League's more recent presidents haye been: Miss Anna
Lord Strauss, Mrs. John G. Lee, Mrs, Robert J. Phillips, and Mrs. Robert J. Stewart.

The League of Women Voters of I11inois was organized in Chicago, in October
of 1920. The Chicago Political Equality League, the Woman's City Club and the
Seventh Ward Auxiliaty to the Equal Suffrage Association were the first to affiliate
with the League, Membership in 1921 totaled 2,173. Past presidents of the League of
Women Voters of IT1inois included Julia Lathrop, Mary Foulke Morrisson, Bertha
Bidwell Rosentiel and Clare Hart Treadway. The I11inois League occassionally pro-
vided the national League with officers, such as Julia Lathrop who became First
Vice-President, 1924, 1925, Mrs, James W. Morrisson, First Vice-President, in 1925,
and Miss W.W.Ramsey, Fifth Vice-President, 1928-1930.

Also in 1920, the Chicago Political Equality League, founded thirty years
earlier, was succeeded by a new organization called the Chicago League of Women
Voters. 1In 1922, the Chicago League of Women Voters became the Chicago League of
Women Voters Forum upon its merger with the state League and upon redefinition of
its aims, Five years later, the organization became known as the Forum of the
League of Women Voters. In October of 1931, the Forum of the League of Women Voters
affected a union with the Cook County League of Women Voters, the latter having been
created in 1929, Eventually, the Cook County League was succeeded by the Cook
County Council, composed of representatives of the Leagues within Cook County.

The League of Women Voters of Chicago, on the other hand, was the product of
a decision by ten Chicago-area chapters to form a superstructure charged with co-
ordinating their activities. Thus, on April 14, 1950, delegates from ten local
Leagues resolved that a League of Women Voters of Chicago shall be organized and
that the Local and provisional Leagues in Chicago be known from then on as Branches.
The Branches transferred the bulk of their money reserves to the new organization's
treasury. In 1951, the League of Women Voters of Chicago held its first annual meet-
ing and drew up its own by-Taws. Article I of these by-laws stated that: "This local
League is an integral part of the League of Women Voters of the United States and the

lgeneral Information - Pamphlets on the League, June, 1939 - September, 1946.
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League of Women Voters of I11inois."Z The first president of this League was Mrs.
Hoyt Ogram, whose term of office extended from 1950-1952. Subsequent presidents,
each serving a two-year term, were: Helen B, Patton, Mrs. Harold J, Monger, Mrs.
George Proctor, Mrs. William Saphir, Mrs. Paul K. Weicheselbaum, Mrs. Lester J,
Senechalle, Mrs, Mallary Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Ely Aaron and Mrs. Hans Mattick.

The Chicago League finances its operations through membership dues, contri-
butions from members and non-members and through the sale of its own publications.
The State and national Leagues receive an annual contribution from the Chicago League.

The general membership of the League of Women Voters of Chicago elects eight
directors, a nominating committee chairman and two members, a president, first,
second, and third vice-presidents, a secretary, and a treasurer. The elected offi-
cers and directors then appoint eight more directors. The folTowing committees
carry out the League's programs and projects: Finance, Membership, Organization,
Program, Public Relations, Publications and Voters Service Committee.

The purposes and objectives of the League of Women Voters of Chicago can be
summarized into the following: first, to encourage the full participation of the
American public in the legislative and elective processes by organizing debates
among candidates for national,state and city offices, and by demonstrating the use
of voting machines to the public every election year: second, to influence the
policies of the national, state and city governments through direct lobbying and
contacts with Tegistators and officials. On the state and Tocal levels, the League
supports each and every measure leading to better government, such as housing issues,
civil liberties, constitutional revision, conservation of water resources and an
improved law-enforcement and public school systems. On the national and inter-
national levels, the League follows the traditional policy of the national League
which has favored in the past such causes as the League of Nations, disarmament,
child labor legislation and women's eight hour day. More recently, the national,
state and Tocal Leagues championed the cause of the United Nations, world trade, re-
settlement of refugees, efficiency in government and federal housing legisiation.

The League of Women Voters formulates policies on domestic and foreign issues
through the initiation of study 'groups among all League branches, who then forward
the results of their deliberations to the national League. When a consensus is
reached, all League branches begin begin working in their own locale, usually by
conveying their views to their legislators.

The Tiberal posture of the League of Women Voters was destined to antagonize
political groupings on the other end of the political spectrum, Predictably, the
American Legion directed a violent attack against the national League in 1956, accus-
ing it of unpatriotic acts and of harboring Teftist sentiments. The League with-
stood the storm, however, and it appears unlikely that the League will change its
course or techniques,

Some of the correspondents of the League of Women Voters of Chicago are:
Everett McKinley Dirksen, Sidney Yates, Marguerite Stitt Church, Otto Kerner,
Richard Daley, Roman Pucinski, Anna Lord Strauss, Marshall Korshak, William Dawson,
Timothy Sheehan, Barratt O'Hara and Paul Douglas.

Papers of the League of Women Voters of Chicago are filed in the Department
of Special Collections. These consist of correspondence with legislators and other
organizations, 1950-1959; agendas and minutes of the Board of Directors, the
Executive Committee, and the Chicago Council, 1954~1962; membership 1ists; published
material; questionnaires of candidates for public office; studies conducted by the
League; financial papers; proposed and ratified by-laws; photographs; memoranda;
charts and maps of city projects; newspaper clippings, press releases; invitations,

21951{Annua1 Meeting - January ~ May, 1951,
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citations; iteneraries for foreign guests; attendance reports on unit meetings; and

annual reports of the Chicago League, 1950-1962.

These pa

pers also include material

received from other organizations, such as manuals; memoranda from the I1l1inois and
national Leagues; by-laws; and annual reports, 19491950,
Papers of the League of Women Voters of Chicago pertain to the origin of the
League; water conservation and other projects; improving city, county, and state
governments; arranging debates between candidates for different offices on election
years; influencing legisTators in favor of progressive bills; promoting the cause
of civil liberties; the League of Women Voters of I11inois and of the United States;
supporting the United Nations and international trade; the Hoover Report and
efficiency in government.

When received, these papers were subject classified,

1955-1958 and 1960-1961.

This classification was

maintained, the folders begin alphabetically arranged by title and chronologically

thereunder,

A1l folders titled or sub-titled Mimeographed Material,
further sub-divided into the following categories:

however, were

Board

of Directors - Agendas

and Minutes, Board of Directors Weekly Summary to Board Members, By-Laws, Annual

Meetings, The Selection of Police Officers, and Press Releases.

Folder titled

Board of Directors - Minutes of Meetings was divided into the Executive Committee -

Minutes, The Chicago Council - Minutes and Board of D1rectors -"Minutes,

Folder

titled Freedom Agenda was divided into Freedom Agenda - Reprints and Clippings and
Freedom Aganda - Skits.

A new folder was established out

of the folder

The Hyde
Park League - By-Laws and Policies, which was titled The Hyde Park League - Treasurer's

Reports and Proposed Budgets.

Papers of the League of Women Voters of Chicago are filed under the following

titles:

wn

11,
12.
13.

= L [
L] a -

Affiliation Policy

July, 1950 - September, 1956
1951 Annual Meeting

January - May, 1951
1952 Annual Meeting

November, 1951 ~ April, 1952
1953 Annual Meeting

March - April, 1953
1954 Annual Meeting

March - April, 1954
1955 Annual Meeting

April - May, 1955
1956 Annual Meeting

February, 1956 - January, 1957
1957 Annual Meeting

March - April, 1957
1958 Annual Meeting

December, 1957 ~ April, 1958
1959 Annual Meeting

December, 1958 - June, 1959
1960 Annual Meeting

February - April, 1960
1961 Annual Meeting

January - August, 1961
1962 Annual Meeting

April, 1962
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