Public Access to Information

Goal:

As part of its land-grant mission, the University of Illinois Library assures the public access to critical knowledge generated by the University’s research and teaching programs. Through deliberative systems of acquisition, access, organization and preservation, the Library will work to assure the continued availability of the following information resources for the University’s research, service, teaching missions, as well as help students (along with other community members served through the University’s land grant mission) become fully contributing citizens within our society.

Thrusts/Actions
To demonstrate its leadership to public access to information, the University Library will build on three critical aspects of service, access, and sustainability:

· Support a public record of government decisions, findings, studies, legal rulings and reports from all levels of government

Action: work with government agencies (through formal depository agreements, partnerships, advocacy and research grants) to assure faculty, students, and members of the public who are served by the University’s land grant mission, that knowledge produced by government agencies remain a vital and permanent part of the civic dialogue between citizens and their representatives.  In particular, the library will focus on the federal, state, regional and local governments in the greater Chicago metropolitan area.

· Build open structures for the University’s publicly funded research through digital scholarly communication that allow for the long-term permanent public availability.

Action: Propose, design, implement and sustain long-term institutional arrangements that organize the University’s intellectual research capital in such ways to allow the public to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display results of publicly funded research.  These “open access” systems allow users to make and distribute derivative works based on University’s public research, in any digital medium, for any responsible purpose related to the University’s public research, service and teaching missions, and subject to proper attribution of authorship and copyright.  

· Sustain active public programs of knowledge management, organization, and access for individuals and community organizations who seek to improve the rich historical record of social, economic and political life throughout the Chicago metropolitan area, as well as assure future access to these vital resources. 

Action: The University Library, through its organizational and staff expertise, will enable individuals and organizations to improve the accessibility and permanence of critical public archives and collections that contain unique perspectives on the metropolitan area’s historical development. Part of this effort will include a deliberate attempt to encourage the wider use of the University Library services and resources among the communities served by the University’s land-grant missions.

Shuler comments:

Public Access to Information

Goal: (too wordy)

As part of its land-grant mission, the University of Illinois Library assures the public access to critical knowledge generated by the University’s research and teaching programs. Through deliberative systems of acquisition, access, organization and preservation, the Library will work to assure the continued availability of the following information resources for the University’s research, service, teaching missions, as well as help students (along with other community members served through the University’s land grant mission) become fully contributing citizens within our society. (need to work on this goal; be more specific; less preach; more teach)

Preservation and access to community knowledge; land-grant mission concept embedded in other parts of document
Thrusts/Actions
To demonstrate its leadership (in providing; unclear) to public access to information, the University Library will build on three critical aspects of service, access, and sustainability:

· Support a public record of government decisions, findings, studies, legal rulings and reports from all levels of government (introduce idea of subset)

Action: work with government agencies (through formal depository agreements, partnerships, advocacy and research grants) to assure faculty, students, and members of the public who are served by the University’s land grant mission, that knowledge produced by government agencies remain a vital and permanent part of the civic dialogue between citizens and their representatives.  In particular, the library will focus on the federal, state, regional and local governments in the greater Chicago metropolitan area.

· Build open structures for the University’s publicly funded research through digital scholarly communication that allow for the long-term permanent public availability.

Action: Propose, design, implement and sustain long-term institutional arrangements that organize the University’s intellectual research capital in such ways to allow the public to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display results of publicly funded research.  These “open access” systems allow users to make and distribute derivative works based on University’s public research, in any digital medium, for any responsible purpose related to the University’s public research, service and teaching missions, and subject to proper attribution of authorship and copyright. (need to clarify more about building infrastructure)  

· Sustain active public programs of knowledge management, organization, and access for individuals and community organizations who seek to improve the rich historical record of social, economic and political life throughout the Chicago metropolitan area, as well as assure future access to these vital resources. 

Action: The University Library, through its organizational and staff expertise, will enable individuals and organizations to improve the accessibility and permanence of critical public archives and collections that contain unique perspectives on the metropolitan area’s historical development. Part of this effort will include a deliberate attempt to encourage the wider use of the University Library services and resources among the communities served by the University’s land-grant missions. (what does this mean; how does this fit in with recent discussions to restrict access; how do we balance this with other demands on our resources; we are working with other UI libraries for the alumni; have clear cut what citizens have access to through the state library)
Daugherty comments:

GOAL: Public Access to Info  -=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

  -- Update and offer the "Don't Throw it Away!" program of

     presentations to community (and other?) organizations.

  -- Move IRAD to UIC!

  -- Establish a clear policy for public access to our resources

    (both information and human resources).  Need to balance

     between institutional and public missions/needs.

Logan comments:

Public Access to Information

Action:

Create a webpage with online resource information for our alumni

Clarify what patrons have access to and what is limited to students, staff and faculty

Hunter revision:

Public Access to Information (Goal, Thrust & Actions)

(Karen Ein, Peter Hepburn, Pia Hunter, Ann Weller, Carol Scherrer)

Goal

The UIC Library has social responsibility to ensure that information is available to all.

(Better was to say this in goal form, but this is the idea.)

Provide public access to information

· Establish a culture among patrons that explains the Library is used for research and public access to information 
(Language needs work, but this idea came through  a discussion of access to all indivudals; the point here is not to limit access, but too establish that the UIC Library is for a specific type of use, e.g. research as opposed to game playing on public terminals)

· Create the infrastructure to support an institutional repository   

