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Joe G. N. "Skip" Garcia, MD, the Lowell T. Coggeshall Professor and 
Chairman of the Department of Medicine at the University of Chicago, is a 
leading authority on the genetic basis of lung disease and the prevention 
and treatment of inflammatory lung injury.  Dr. Garcia's research focuses 
on understanding biochemical and the molecular basis of lung inflammation 
especially vascular leak, in which blood cells and fluid escape from the 
small vessels, causing edema in the surrounding tissues, especially the 
lungs. This often occurs after an acute injury or infection, during chronic 
inflammation, or in response to the stresses of mechanical ventilation. Dr. 
Garcia's studies of the basic biology of this process have led to new ways 
to prevent vascular leak, reduce swelling, inhibit tissue damage and 
restore the integrity of vessel walls.
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