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The University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Center for Clinical and Translational Science (CCTS) serves as the intellectual and geographic home for clinical and translational research at UIC. Supported by NIH funding, through a Clinical and Translational Science Award, and a strong institutional commitment, the CCTS is a focal point for developing and nurturing interdisciplinary collaborations that will help to advance the university’s clinical and translational research enterprise. The offices for the CCTS Administration and Core representatives are centrally located in the Medical Center Administration building in close proximity to the six Health Sciences Colleges (HSC) at UIC. This central location makes CCTS infrastructure support easily accessible to interested researchers.  

CCTS has expanded resources for investigators conducting patient-based clinical research including infrastructure support, direct funding for piloting research ideas and a curriculum for clinical and translational research training.  The main goals of the CCTS are to facilitate the efficient movement of basic research to clinical trials while enabling greater collaboration among basic and clinical researchers. The CCTS encourages the development of partnerships between researchers at UIC and clinicians at the UIC Medical Center and Clinics at Chicago (UIMCCC), Advocate Health Care system and the Jesse Brown Veterans Administration Medical Center (JBVAMC).

The CCTS provides a single point-of-access for investigators. An Investigator Interface Coordinator, Core Coordinators, and Mentor Academy are available to assist new and experienced investigators in accessing resources and developing effective collaborations for translational research. In addition, the Center directly supports novel research through pilot grants. To provide support for clinical and translational research at all stages of a project, the Center offers five “core” services including:  statistical design and analysis, clinical interface, biomedical informatics, regulatory support and advocacy, and community engagement and research. 


CCTS Core Services:

Design and Analysis 
The Design and Analysis Core (DAC) offers complete consultative services to all clinical and translational investigators in the conceptualization, design, conduct, and analysis of their research studies. The DAC core consists of PhD and MS biostatisticians that provide statistical support for investigators conducting clinical or translational research including study design, protocol review, instrument and data collection design, randomization and random sampling, size determination and power analysis and reporting.



Clinical Interface 
The UIC Clinical Interface Core (CIC) is committed to providing investigators, trainees, and research staff at the University of Illinois at Chicago and its CCTS partners a research environment and broad range of services that are conducive to the conduct of high quality, timely and efficient clinical and translational research.  The CIC provides dedicated research space and is equipped and flexibly staffed to support a broad range of protocols and deliver expertise and resources as required for the successful completion of clinical research studies. Investigators may utilize the personnel and facilities at the Clinical Research Center (CRC) or request research support to occur beyond the walls of the CRC. CIC services include providing outpatient and inpatient space for studies requiring subjects to have physiologic or behavioral testing, or specimen sampling, providing on- and off-site nursing support for clinical and translational studies, providing on- and off-site study coordinator support for clinical and translational studies and helping to identify the appropriate facilities needed to meet investigator needs and/or study requirements.

The CCTS Clinical Interface Core (CIC) has dedicated research space for clinical studies at UIC and is both equipped and flexibly staffed to support a broad range of protocols.  The CIC outpatient facility encompasses 5,286 sq ft on the first floor of the centrally located Clinical Sciences Building. The newly remodeled facility includes an expanded waiting area that will accommodate up to 14 individuals at any one time and is equipped with participant amenities including a television and a computer with Internet access. The outpatient facility has 8 exam rooms that are fully furnished and equipped with supplies, a nurse call system, desk, sink and computer with electronic medical record access and an exercise physiology room to accommodate studies requiring treadmills, exercise equipment or free weights. To ensure participant confidentiality and privacy, all exam rooms and patient care areas are designed for single subject interactions. In order to accommodate pediatric trials two of the eight exam rooms are designed to easily transition between serving pediatric and adult patients. The CIC outpatient clinic includes laboratory facilities including a specimen processing laboratory, a radioisotope laboratory, and a physiology laboratory. A scatter bed model has been adopted to provide inpatient clinical research services. The scatter bed model allows the CIC to schedule concurrently multiple participants under multiple protocols. The UIMCCC has committed to reserving beds as needed for clinical research when requests are scheduled 48 hrs in advance.  In addition, study coordinators assign participants to nursing units matching the clinical specialty required by the research protocol.  


Biomedical Informatics
The Biomedical Informatics (BI) Core provides the informatics infrastructure, clinical research data resources, and informatics services required in the translation of research from bench to bedside to community and back again. The BI Core staff assists investigators and CCTS personnel with the development of databases, clinical decision support tools, clinical informatics, biomedical informatics, and web-based tools.  BI faculty and staff have expertise in research database design, clinical informatics, software development, cyber environment development, computational genomics and proteomics.

Regulatory Support and Advocacy
The CCTS Regulatory Support and Advocacy Core (RSAC) offers a variety of services to support and assist investigators with administrative and regulatory/compliance requirements while promoting subject safety. RSAC serves as a “tour guide” and liaison between the IRB, investigators, and research staff, both at UIC and CCTS partner organizations. The Core’s aim is to provide centralized, accessible regulatory support, advice and guidance.  A wide range of services are provided, such as consultation on regulatory and subject safety issues for new protocols, reviewing protocols to identify regulatory pitfalls, assistance with informed consent forms, HIPAA authorizations and other IRB and regulatory agency submission documents, and monitoring protocols through the system.   RSAC will also represent investigators at OPRS/IRB meetings during protocol review. 

The RSAC Research Participant Advocate (RPA) evaluates data safety monitoring plans, data monitoring committees and safety reports and can provide consultation on helping develop such plans.  In addition, the RPA evaluates adverse events (AEs), unanticipated problems, and ethical issues arising before and during a study.  Additionally, RSAC provides education and training programs on regulatory topics.  
   
Community Engagement and Research
The Community Engagement and Research Core (CERC) serves as an integrated resource to prepare, support and motivate faculty and students to engage in community-centered research and develop appropriate university/community partnerships. CERC builds new and augments established collaborative research partnerships among UIC investigators, health services collaborators, and community partners. It also expands culturally competent, community-centered research by being an access point for bidirectional (investigator-community) training, for dialogues to forge novel avenues for science, for research data and resources information and for support for the recruitment and retention of individuals from the community. Lastly CERC optimizes dissemination of emerging research findings to promote translation into effective community programs and policies.
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